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preface 


Itappened to be completed and in explanation of this I wrote at the 
time* 


The haphazard maimer m which wo are dealing with our 
common birds may appeal to demand some soit of apology, but the 
apparent lack of arrangement is simply due to nothing but the 
relative rate at which it is possible to give suitable illustrations of 
the various birds dealt ivith Generally speaking, it is necessary to 
paint the plate of each featheied friend or foe, with its natural leafy 
or other background, mcludmg in many cases its nest and eggs, at 
a particular time of the year, and it may chance for various reasons 
that it is not possible to secure a life-like poitiait of any particular 
bird in its natural haunts in time to enable a plate to be painted 
just when it is required” The obseivant uill doubtless see more 
in this rhan meets the casual eye 

Tn issumg the second edition, however, the opportunity has 
been taken to rearrange the papeis and to amend the nomen- 
clature in accordance with Mr Stuaiti-Baker’s second edition 
of Birds in the Fmma of Bnttsh India senes 

Although numerous illustrations, coloured and otherwise, of 
Indian Birds have appeared from time to time m many books and 
articles, both scientific and popular, such illustrations have been 
almost wholly devoted to figurmg new and laie species, in the case 
of the more purely ornithological works, oi species of particular 
groups, such as Mr Stuait-Bakei’s excellent series of coloured 
plates illustrating the Indian Ducks and Pigeons, or, m the case of 
professedly popular publications which have included figures of 
the commoner birds, such illustrations have often been lather crude 
and unsatisfactory often, indeed, baiely recognizable The present 
publication will therefore, I hope, fill a gap by enabling the non- 
ornithological reader, who knows little or nothing about Indian 
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PREFACE 


of the Bombay Natwal History Society Every numbei of tins 
Journal contains articles and short notes on the occuiience and 
habits of Indian Buds and everyone in India who is interested lu 
bud-life IS strongly recommended to join the Society and to 
read the Journal and contribute then own notes to it 

Theie is an old Enghsh saw anent the difficulty of getting a 
quart into a pint pot and the same piinciple necessarily applies to a 
book of this nature About two hundred species of Indian Birds 
might be described as of common occiinence in the Plains of India 
and of these a laige piopoition may be seen, at one time or anothei, 
in an average Indian Garden it was out of the question to include 
aU of these and theiefoie only “ some ” of the common buds could 
be selected for inclusion It is hoped, however, that this selection 
will serve as an introduction to the study of Indian Birds To 
those desiimg a concise handbook to the commonei species I would 
recommend J\lr Dew'ai’s “ Indian Buds * a key to the common buds 
of the Plains of India ” and for those wEose keeimess leads them still 
further theie aie the eight volumes on Buds in the Fauna of DntiHi 
India senes, of which a levised edition is now complete 


PusA- 

Mai eh 1924. 


T. Bainbrigge Eletchlr. 
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lesident to the extieme Noitli-West of India, whilst the Eastern 
Jackdaw, which looks moie like the llouse-Ciow hut has the chin 
and throat grey like the bieast, is found in the wintei as fai South 
as Eeiozepui and as fai East as Anibala 

The Jungle-Ciow^ is found thioughout the Plains of India, and 
has been divided into ioims, distinguished by length of wing and 
bill, the medium-sized foim being the subject of oui Plate, w'hilst 
in Southern India and Ceylon it is replaced by the Southorn Jungle- 
Ciow {Cowiis maoothyncfws culminalus) with much shoitei wing 
and smaller, slendeier bill , in the Himalaya it isieplaced by the 
Himalaj^an Jungle-Ciow' {Goivui, macioihynclm intermedins), a 
laigei lace with the bases of the featheis m adult buds pale or puie 
white, and m the Andamans theie is found the Andaman Jungle- 
Crow {Coivus maci 01 hynchos andamanensis) which ib also a laiger 
race with a longer and stoutei bill It w ill be seen, theiefoie, that, 
like its giey-necked lelation, the Jungle-Ciow' afToids an example 
of species m the making, its lepiesentatives in \aiious geogiaphical 
aieas (the Himalaya, the Koith Indian Plains, South India and 
Ceylon, Andamans, Java) having accpiiied m each aiea a chaiac- 
teristic facies without liaMiig as yet overpassed the rathei \ague 
lirmts which bound the sum-total of chaiacteis constituting a 
species Although this bud is not a legulai migiant and seems to 
keep to lestricted aieas in its wuldei haunts, yet the laces wdiicli 
have taken to scavenging cities and villages foi food piobably 
travel ovei very wide aieas in the non-breeding season, and the 
result of this habit is that the limits of the geogiaphical a^'eas tend 
to overlap 

Except for its preference foi a country life, m habits the Jungle- 
Crow IS much lilre the House-Crow. Hot being such a confiinied 
parasite of man, however, it is not so bold as its grey-necked relative. 
The Himalayan Jungle-Crow is, how^ever, begiiming to change its 
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Jungle-Crow is also very paitial to the iloweis of the silk-cotton tree 
{Bomhax malabancum), to all kinds of lig fiuit, and to mulberries 
Mr Mason states that the stoniaclis, which he examined, almost 
invaiiably contained vegetable mattei much in excess of any other 
food material Fiom an agiicultuial view -point this crow' may 
probably be classed as of neutral oi faintly beneficial value, the 
damage done to ciops by pulling up gcimmating seeds and eating of 
iipemng giain and fiiiits being ( ompensated, or peihaps slightly 
moie than compensated, by the good done by its feeding on injurious 
insects In sufficiently msanitaiy localities this crow does a little 
good by scavenging, but is moie of a nuisance around houses by its 
thievish habits Like most of its tube, the Juiigle-C'row' is fond of 
caiiying off any blight aiticle sufliciently small for it to manage 
and sdveiware especially is gieatly appreciated, the disappearance 
of small spoons, etc , being often attiibutable to crows On one 
occasion, when I w'as at Coimbatoic, a ciow' was seen to cairy 
oS a teaspoon fiom the veiandah of a bungalow and fly with it 
on to the loof , a seaich on the roof levealed not only the missing 
spoon, but three otheis which had bcenmisappiopnated in the same 
way It IS haid to say wdieiem lies the attraction for glittering 
objects of this kind, wffiich aie of no use foi purposes of interior 
economy, but it is certainly a very leal one, and little seems to come 
anuss, even pieces of ice being carried off at times Sometimes 
the object taken is smiply earned off and dropped, sometrmes it is 
promptly buried, in which case it may be dug up again and le-buried 
and IS then apparently forgotten A golf-ball, especially a new' one, 
IS often an irresistible attraction, bemg carried off and eventually 
dropped at a distance , presumably it is mistaken for an egg 
Dewar, however, relates how he once scored off a crow' by 
dropprng an approach shot ” on to its back as it w'as sw'aggeiing 
about in the neighbourhood of the “ green ” He also tells a story 

of a rook which attempted to hatch out a golf-ball in mistake for 
an egg 
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plumage aie highly lesplendent, when seen at a proper angle, with 
purple-bine and gieenish leflections, whence apparently the specific 
name splendens The contrast between the paler and darker 
portions of the plumage vanes consideiably according to locality 
and this crow has been divided into sub-species on this character, the 
Sind House-Ciow {Gorvus sflendem zugmayen), found in the extreme 
N'oith-West of India, having the paler parts almost white in shaip 
contrast to the black, the Burmese House-Crow {Cotvus sflendem 
insolens) found in Southern Burma, having the dark parts shading 
into the lightei, which are ill-defined and of a blackish-grey, and 
the Ceylon House-Ciow {Gotvus splendens potegatus), confined to 
Ceylon, having the light parts shading into the darker but easy to 
define, whilst the typical race {Cot ms sjtlendens splendens)^ shown 
on our Plate and found throughout the remainmg portions of the 
Indian Empne, has the difference between the grey and black 
portions of the plumage well defined These races, however, tend 
to run into one another so that individuals from the South of 
Tiavancoie, for example, are much darker than Northern Indian 
bnds and show a distinct approach to the sub-species found in 
Ceylon 

The House-Crow has little use for a rural life and is scarcely 
ever seen in the jungle, but any collection of human habitations is 
sure to have its quota of corvine vagabonds, and, the larger the town, 
the greater the number of crows Dewar states that probably 
over a million crows dwell in Calcutta ” and such a number certamly 
does not seem exaggerated. About twelve years ago a terrific 
hailstorm in Calcutta killed them off in tens of thousands so that the 
maidan was littered with crow corpses, but nowadays the Calcutta 
ciow population seems to be larger than ever Probably much the 
same might be said of all large Indian towns. As Aitken puts it, 
Ihe crow is a fungus of city life, a corollary to man and sin It 
fiouiishes m the atmosphere of great mumcipalities, and is not 
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to steal from man or dog or otlier animal or even from its own 
fellows Gram, whetlier in bags in a railway truck or exposed for 
sale m a skop or m the field, is always an attraction for crows. 
Flints, especially figs and miilbenies, aie eaten greedily and the 
young and eggs of othei buds form especial delicacies, varied by an 
occasional debauch on carrion With legaid to insect food, ciows 
do not seem to have such a vaiied diet as one ivould expect and 
insects are usually only eaten in any numbeis when they occur 
in swaims , on such occasions, tei mites, locusts and cateipillais 
may be eaten to a consideiablc extent So tliat when they 
eat mjuiious insects, it is only at a time when tlic damage caused 
by these insects has been done and when then dost i action even 
on a laige scale makes compaiativcly little dilleicnce to their 
numbeis Undei such conditions an attaik on insects by birds 
IS to all intents and purposes useless and of \eiy small \alue as 
compared with the good done by an habitually msei tivoious bud 
which feeds on insects tluoiighout the }eai and which is theiefoie 
constantly acting as a check on the iiuieasc to undue proportions 
of its insect prey A ciow^ only hel^is to lessen to .i small extent 
the undue pioportion of any one species of insect when he notices 
that they are m sw^ainis and he feels inclined to eat oi woiiy them 
For this reason, it is mipossible to regard the ciow as beneficial 
from an agricultural view, especially m view of the damage done 
to gram and fruits At the best, this bud can onl\ be reckoned 
as of neutral value In towms, wlieie the conditions are sufficiently 
insanitary, it may be considered of some slight value as a sca\ eiiger, 
but even against this must be set the aimoyance caused by its 
thievish propensities and noisy habits 

The crow, however, has liis good points [fis intelligence 
IS distinctly above the bud average and, even w^hen he is making 
himself a nuisance around houses, a great deal of harmless 
amusement can often be obtained by watching his wily ways. 
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of Bengal it may even commence in December. The breeding 
season varies considerably according to locality Generally 
speaking, March to May are the favouiite months, later in the 
North and eailier in the South The nest is a laige and untidy 
mass of sticks, lined with smallei twigs or grass or almost any other 
softer material, and placed in the fork of a branch of any convenient 
tiee near human habitations If available, curious materials may 
sometimes be used foi building Several cases have been recorded 
m which crows’ nests have been built of short lengths of wiie from 
soda-water bottles or even wiie as thick as a slate-pencil and in 
Bombay one pair of ciows constiucted a nest of gold and silver 
spectacle frames of an estimated value of foui hundred rupees. 
Another nest in Madias was made of bits of tin snippings taken 
from the Tin Bazaar Both the parent buds collect the material 
for the nest but its actual construction is apparently the sole duty 
of the female, the male tiansferiing to his partner, for fixing m the 
nest, the material which he bungs in m his beak The twigs used 
may be collected off the ground, or, if not thus available, be broken 
off growing branches When building is going on, the male bmd 
accompanies the female eveiy^vheie and will not let her go out of his 
sight The labour of collecting and building is varied by brief 
intervals of connubial affection which takes the form of head 
tickling, but this is not allowed to delay the completion of the nest, 
which IS usually finished in about two days Thereafter the hen 
lays in it four or five (sometimes two or three or six, or rarely 
seven) eggs, which measure about 37 by 27 mm and vary greatly 
in colour, the ground being any shade of blue-green, blotched with 
dull reddish and brown, with small secondary mailangs of grey or 
neutral tint, iiiegular in shape and scatteied profusely over the 
whole surface of the egg 

At this stage, the crow is often parasitized by the Koel {Eudy~ 
nanus scolopaceus scolopaceus), the male of which is a black bird 
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As Dewar puts it “ The reason for its devotion is not far to 
seek It is the penalty of wickedness It is a case of thieves 
knoAvmg the ways of thieves Crows are notoiioiis lobhers of 
nests , neither eggs noi young buds come amiss to them They 
know the evil that is in the coivine heait , hence the carelul 
guarding of the young ” But even the watchfulness of the 
parent buds is unavailing to keep away the fly {Passeromyia 
heteioclmta) which commonly lays its eggs in crows’ nests and 
whose giubs suck the blood of the young nestlings 

The House-Crow needs no protection but is quite capable of 
looking after itself Hence it receives no benefit in any Province 
under the Wild Buds’ Protection Act, and in most large towns m 
India rt will doubtless be considered that his numbers might be 
reduced with advantage Yet other countries have endeavoured 
at times to acquire him by compulsory immigration Thus, Pinn 
states that “ he has of late years been introduced as a scavenger 
into Zanzibar ”, and m December 1902 a consignment of House- 
Crows was sent from Ceylon'*' to the Malay Penrnsula to help rn 
reducing an outbreak of caterpillars on Coffee in the Straits 

The habits of this bird would fill a book and we have only space 
to refer to rts gregarrous habrt of roostrng by night in favourite trees 
during the non-breeding season Sometimes, the trees selected 
as a dormitory serve the same purpose during the daytime for 
flying foxes Thus, on the west coast of Ceylon, about thuty-five 
miles South of Colombo, lies the small island of Barberyn, covered 
wrth coco palms, whose tops provide a resting place for these large 
bats in the daytime and for crows at night, and in the early mormrig 
and evemng may be seen the passage across the strait dividing the 
island from the mainland of immense flocks of crows and flying 
foxes, the one starting out to forage and the other intent on rest. 


• See Spolui Zeylanica, Vol I, pp 23-33, Fig 13 (1904) 
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of whicli five have been given subspecific names Of these, however, 
three, distinguished by the blending of the colouis of the head and 
back, are confined to Burma and need not be more than alluded to 
here The Indian foims, in which the colouis of the head and back 
contrast stiongly, aie the Indian Tiee-Pie {Dendroalta i ufa rufa) 
which IS lighter both above and below and not neaily so iichly 
coloured as the Bengal Tiee-Pie {Dendi octtla rufa vagabunda) 
which IS daiker and more iichly colouied both above and below. 
The former race is found throughout West Southern India, Cential 
India and North of the Godaveii and South of Bihar South of the 
Godaveri, in the Nilgiris and South Mysoie another form Dendro- 
citta rufa vernayi occurs and is lecogmzed by its pale colour and 
smallei size, and in Sind, Eajputana, the Punjab, the Noith-West 
Prontier and Noith-West Himalayas the Noith-Westein Tiee-Pie 
{Dendrocitta rufa palhda) is found , this is palei and larger than the 
Indian Tree-Pie The habits vaiy little, the last two seem to 
reach higher elevations, veinayi being said to be common up to 
5,000 feet and palhda is common round Mussoorie and other 
hill stations of those regions up to 7,000 feet The Bengal race 
occurs from Nepal to Eastern Assam, throughout the Umted 
Provinces, Bihar, Bengal and Manipur and is the form figured m 
our Plate 

The Tiee-Pie is a bold and intelligent bird, which goes about 
m pairs or in small parties, flying fiom one tree to another and 
continually prymg about for insect or vegetable food In the 
early morning especially it is often seen in trees on the hunt for 
insect food , it is a good climber and supports itself with its claws 
and tail, rather like a Wood-peckei, on vertical or even overhangmg 
stems and branches whilst it searches the devices of the bark for 
small insects Some of its food is obtained on the ground, but 
most in trees and bushes, and a very small proportion on the wing 
The late C. W . Mason stated that ‘‘ this bird is to a very large extent 
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devouring the eggs and young of all the smaller birds. Like many 
other birds, the Tree-Pie has his good and bad points, but on the 
whole it IS apparently beneficial 

The breeding season is from Pebiuary to July, from February 
to March m the South and from May to July in the North, but is 
not well defined, and eggs may be found both later and earlier than 
the period normal to any particular locality When nest-buildmg 
commences, the paient birds are unusually noisy and the presence 
of a very voluble pair of buds at this time of year is generally a 
sure sign that they are beginning to build, and the site of the nest 
can be located by watching the birds which also resent the presence 
of other birds on or near the tree which they have selected for 
themselves The nest is usually placed well up m a laige tree but 
may at times be built in a thorn hedge, thorny bush or m a Cactus 
clump A tiee with thick foliage is a favouiite site, the nest being 
well concealed as a rule and never obtrusive to the eye. The nest 
is a not very large but rather untidy mass of twigs, roots and 
miscellaneous material, carelessly mterwoven and lined with roots 
or at times mth softer material , it is usually about seven mches 
across, the egg cavity bemg about five mches m diameter and usually 
shallow but at times three or four mches m depth. Three to five 
eggs are laid as a rule, most often four, rarely six, but m the South 
only two or three, and the eggs, which average about 29x22 
TnilliTTietres, belong to two t^ypes, one pale greenish blotched and 
spotted with fuscous, the other pale reddish-white or salmon colour 
with blotches of reddish and dark-brown and other underlymg 
blotches of lilac and neutral tint , the former type is the commoner 
m North Bfiiai The same peculiarity of producmg more than one 
type of egg is found m other birds but its cause is not very evident . 
it has been suggested that such variation may be due to the age of 
the bud, but this hardly appears to be a likely explanation, as m 
North Bihai, as noted above, the greenish type is the commoner, 
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swdtanus), wliicli is paler than the Bengal race, with the upper 
parts greyer and with the shaft-streaks on the feathers ill-dehned 
or obsolete. There are five other Babbleis of the same genus , 
three of them have the throat and bieast dark-biown or black 
whereas those already mentioned have ashy throats mottled with 
pale brown and ashy-fulvous breasts The Ceylon Babbler {Tur- 
doides stnatus stnatus) differs from the next species in having the 
head the same colour as the back and the streaks on the back not 
as well defined. It is confined to Ceylon The White-headed 
Babbler {Tmdoides stnatiis jpohoplocamiis) has head dmgy greyish- 
white and a dark-bi own patch, below and behind the eye, contrastmg 
with the rest of the head and theie are white and black stieaks on 
the ashy-brown back It is the common form of the Madias 
Presidency from North of EUoie, at any rate as far south as Salem 
The Bombay Babbler [Tmdoides someivillei) has a rufous tail 
and no pale edges to the flight feathers, wheieas the last two species 
have the tail ashy and blown and the flight feathers aie pale edged 
It IS found from Bombay down the coast to the southern pait of 
the Kumta taluka of Noith Kanara The next two species aie 
moie birds of heavy ]ungle than more open country The Ceylonese 
Babbler [Turdoides oufescem) has the whole upper plumage lufous- 
brown and lower plumage feirugmous It is only found in the 
damp districts of Ceylon The last one, the Ashy-headed Babblei 
[Turdoides cinereifrons), is, as its name shows, ashy on the head , 
the rest of the upper plumage is leddish-biown, the chin whitish 
and the remamder of the lower plumage rufous-brown. This 
bird IS also confined to the dense forests of Ceylon The general 
appearance and habits of all the three races, however, aie pietty 
much the same and the followmg lemarks may be taken to apply 
to all of them although oui Plate represents the Bengal race 

The “ Seven Sisteis ” is especially fond of gardens, being 
found wherever cover in the shape of a shrubbery is provided. In 
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trait Finn remarks tkat “ it may be ungenerously suggested that 
suck birds are afraid to go about alone, lest tke ribald remarks, 
made in tke security of numbers, meet \vitk a just letaliation at tke 
beaks and claws of outraged bud society , and so it may be, but 
nevertheless there is a well-spring of sincere sociability under tke 
Babbler’s frowsy feathering On tke comparatively raie occasions 
when my captives were still, they employed themselves in affec- 
tionately tickling each other’s heads as they cuddled together, and 
I have even seen one diligently employed m endeavouring to clean 
the wing of a friend, soiled by the bird lime with Avhich its capture 
had been effected At the same time it must be admitted that the 
addition to their ordinary diet of table sciaps of such a delicacy as a 
cockroach was apt to produce a sad disiuption of fraternal harmony 
On such occasions one might see one brother prone in the sand 
while another, holding his head ‘ m chancery ’ with one foot, was 
punching the same with lus beak in a manner calculated to awake 
grave fears for the integrity of the suffer ei’s skull when the punish- 
ment should be ovei , and once I saw two buds adherent with bill 
and claw to one and the same cockioach, which a thud was 
devouring, as neither of the joint owners dared let go his hold ” 

The development of such a degiee of clannishness in this bird 
18 doubtless connected with its extremely weak flight It seems 
to take to wing comparatively laiely, and when it does, a certain 
degree of momentum is attamed by a violent beating of the wings 
for a short distance, after which the flight becomes a gliding skim, 
their pace flaggmg and then line of flight sinlang lapidly .Should a 
fairly wide open expanse need to be crossed, this can only be done by 
climbing a tree on one side high enough to allow for the rapid descent 
that attends their flight, much m the manner of a flying squirrel, 
which runs up a tree and casts itself off into the air, volplamng down- 
wards on to another tree at a lower level and then runnmg up that 
and repeating the performance I have, however, seen this bird rise 
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or ]ust after the break of the South-West Monsoon The usual 
niirnber of eggs is four, but as many as seven may be laid, and 
the egg IS of a beautiful blue, intensely glossy, and measures 
about 25 to 20 Tmlbmeties. The Babbler is extensively parasitized 
by that extremely obnoxious bird the Hawk Cuckoo or Brain- 
fever Bird {Hiei ococcyx vanm) whose eggs are very similar m 
general appearance, but usually less glossy and moie elliptical m 
shape It IS also parasitized by the Pied-ciested Cuckoo {Glamator 
yacobinus), ]ust as often as by the Brain-fever Bird, this 
Cuckoo also laying an egg very similar in colour to that of the 
“ Seven Sisteis In one nest Mi Inglis found no less than six 
eggs of the Pied-crested Cuckoo, along with three eggs of the 
Babbler, evidently the produce of several mdividuals of the 
former species 

The Jungle-Babbler is protected by law throughout the year 
m Delhi, the United Piovmces, Bengal and Assam, and m Madias 
m the Shevaroy Hills from February to June only. 
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races, of which 31olpastes cafe') cafer is found in Ceylon, northwards 
to about Bombay to Nagpur in the centre and the Godaveri on the 
east. Molpastes cafe) saturatus fiom the north of the Godaveri 
to Manbhum, Molpastes cafer palhdus from Ahmed n agar and 
Kbandesh through Eastern Sind and Eajputana and Central and 
Southern Punjab , Molpastes cafer hmmxDiicus is found from 
Manipur to Burma, southwards to Eangoon and eastwards to the 
Sittoung Eivei , Molpastes cafe) mgriptle'us occurs east of the 
Sittoung Elver in South Burma to the Malay Peninsula , Molpastes 
cafe) cJi)ijso))hotdes is found in the Kachin Hills, Shan States, and 
North-East Tenasseiim, extending into Chma , Molpastes cafer 
hengalensis occurs rn the Himalayas, from Nepal eastwards to 
Eastern Assam, the Eastern United Provinces, Bihar and Eastern 
Bengal , and Molpastes cafer %)ite)med%us is the race found in the 
North-West Erontiei, Trans-salt range plateau, Sub-Himalayan 
ranges to Nairn Tal to the Western United Provinces In some 
localities these races mn into one another and it seems unnecessary 
to dilate further on the distinctions between them The bird 
shown in our Plate, about half as large again as a sparrow', but 
with a longer tail, a pointed black crest on its head, and a patch 
of red feathers beneath its tail is su£&ciently familrar not to 
require a long description, and may reasonably be set down as a 
Eed- vented Bulbul in one of its numerous forms It is merely 
necessary to point out that in other paids of India the local form 
of this bird may diSei slightly from our Plate m the definition or 
extension of the black on the crown of the head, in the colour of the 
ear-coverts, chin, or throat, although it always retains the blood-red 
patch “ in the seat of its trousers ”, as the luiTnitable EHA so well 
put it The remaining three birds of this genus have yellow patches 
in the seats of their trousers and have white patches on the sides 
of the head The Himalayan White-cheeked Bulbul {Molpastes 
leucogemjs leucogoiys) occurs in the Himalayas from Afghamstan 
right across to the Dihang Eiver in Assam , the Plains White-eared 
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vegetable matter and insects and observedjtbese birds feeding on 
long-borned grassboppeis. The vegetable food eaten is largely 
composed of wild fig fruits at Pusa but is vaiied according to wbat is 
available locally. It is notewoitby that these birds have been 
credited by several obseivers witb a distinct prefeience for fruits of 
a led colour Cunningbam, for mstance, says “ itmong tbe fruits 
that they have a great hlong for are those of various gouids, partic- 
ularly one with beautiful, brigbt-ied, pulpy fiuits ” and at Paridpiir, 
m Bengal, this bud has been noted as comnutting ‘‘ great havoc in 
gardens amongst tomatoes and chillies the red colour of which seems 
to attract them ” Lantana beiries form another class of food of 
which they are exceedingly fond and the bird shown m our Plate is 
depicted sittmg on a Lantana bush, and m districts m which 
Lantana occurs as a pestilential weed its spread is helped very 
considerably by the dispersal of the seeds eaten by Bulbuls 
Bulbuls sometimes do some damage by attaching fruits in gardens 
and orchards, but the good done by destroying insects throughout 
the whole year must be offset agamst this 

The nesting season varies considerably according to locality, as 
might be expected m the case of a bird so widely distributed, but in 
the Plains it breeds chiefly m May, June and July, although a few 
eggs may be found earlier oi later In Southern India the period 
IS about three months earher than m the North The nest, which 
IS placed in almost any sort of tree or bush, is neatly cup-shaped 
and usually composed of dry grass stems, very small twigs oi 
stems of small plants, lined mternally with fine roots or grass or 
hairs Spiders-web is sometimes woven into the outside of the nest 
Three eggs are usually laid, but sometimes four are found. The egg 
varies considerably in size, from about 20 to 27 mm. m length, and 
from about 15 to 19 mm in breadth, and is pinkish or leddish- 
white, blotched, streaked or speckled with various shades of red, 
brownish or purplish-red 
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The habits of these Bulbuls are very much the same as those 
of the Eed-vented ones and do not vary much between the races, 
except that, perhaps, the northern races are moie plains birds than 
those found m the South They are, as Stuart-Baker says, “ as 
much birds of houses and humanity as are their cousins with the 
red flannel seats to their trousers and are, if anything, even more 
confiding and even more restricted to the environment of to^vns, 
villages and cultivated areas They may be commonly seen in 
scrub ]ungle m the vicinity of villages and also occur m deep forest. 
They always appear to be full of the “ joie de vivre ” and are even 
more sprightly than their cousms the Eed-vented Bulbuls, their 
perky crests and the tufts of crimson below the eyes making them 
seem more so In most parts of their habitat they are very common 
and so confiding that they Avill enter verandahs Their flight is 
quite strong, but slow, and their diet both insectivoious and vegeta- 
rian They often do considerable damage to larger fruit like 
oranges, etc , when ]ust formed, and also to peas, strawberries, 
etc , when ripe , they also eat the berries of Lantana and help to 
propagate that noxious plant 

The breeding season varies between February and August 
They breed largely m gardens and near villages and theu: nests 
are cup-shaped, sometimes very compact but also at times very 
loose m structure and formed of grasa bents, thm twigs, wth leaves, 
feins, etc , often mcorporated on the outside, the lining bemg of 
finer roots and grass They are usually placed at no height from the 
ground, sometimes on it and are seldom seen highei than 15 feet. 
Many nests are well concealed but often the Madras race makes no 
effort of concealment, therefore the eggs and young suffer much 
from the rapacity of other birds, mammals, snakes, Iwards, etc. 
The usual number of eggs are three or four m the Bengal race and 
two or three m the others , they are very similar to those of the 
Eed-vented Bulbuls 
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The Magpie-Eobm feeds on the ground, mostly on insects, its 
diet being varied by vegetable matter and an occasional earthworm. 
The late C W Mason investigated the stomach contents of twelve 
birds at Pusa and found them to contain 142 insects, of which 7 
were classed as beneficial, 50 as iiijuiious and the remaimng 86 
as neutral, the insects eaten including gias&hoppeis, crickets, ants, 
weevils, and othei beetles, a few bees (peihaps not taken alive), 
wasps and cutwoims The mjuiious insects taken aie of far more 
econonuc importance than the beneficial and this bud may certainly 




Feathers of Afagpie Robin 


be reckoned as one of the gardener’s friends I have seen one 
tackle and kill a hawk-moth caterpillai which was almost as bulky 
as itself 

Breeding takes place fiom Maich to July, when a lough nest 
is constructed in any convenient hole in a tree or wall, but egg- 
laying takes place m the majority of cases during the second half of 
April and in M-ay Very occasionally the nest is placed in a bush, 
but almost invariably it is found in holes m trees, banks or walls or 
under the eaves of huts and sometimes in verandah roofs Both 
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the Ceylon Magpie-Eobm {C saulans ceylonensis), and in the 
Andaman Islands by the Andaman Magpie-Kobin (C saulans 
andamanensis). They only diftei in the amount of black and 
white on the tail and their habits differ in no way from those of 
the typical race. 





Common Myna* 
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the Himalayas but not to the east of the Bay of Bengal. This is 
the species represented in our Plate , the Himalayan race {Tclutrea 
'paradisi leucogastet ) is found in the higher hills of the Himalayas, 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Kashmii and as far east as Assam ; it is a 
paler race than the typical one , the Nicobar race {Tclutrea jparadisi 
mcobanca) only occurs in the Andamans and Nicobais, it differs 
from the typical race in having a short lounded ciest and is a duller 
bud m the chestnut stage , the Ceylon race {Tclutrea "paradisi 
ceylonensis) is restricted to Ceylon and the extreme south of 
Travancoie , it diifeis fiom the typical race m the much richer 
colour of the chestnut plumage. 

The ajffims gioup has been lately revised by Dr Finn Salomonsen 
(Ibis, October 1933) He allows three races in India and Burma; 
the typical lace, which has been considered for so long to be the 
race found in Assam and Buima, he restricts to the Malay States 
Tclutrea affims satmatioi in the chestnut form has an olive wash on 
the upper plumage giving it a brownish appearance and the 
abdomen is yellowish it occurs m Sikkim, Bhutan, the Duars and 
Assam , Tclittiea affims indocliinensis has the upper plumage, m 
the chestnut form, dark chestnut and the abdomen is pure white, 
it occurs in Pegu (^) and Tenasserim Dr Salomonsen is inclined 
to think that this lace has no white stage , Tcluhea affims hurm(B 
IS intermediate between the two groups, jKiradisi and affims, 
the white males are veiy similar to leucogaster and gKiradisi but 
are smaller and have a much smaller ciest , this race is found 
in “ Central Burma, Northern Lower Burma, Arakan North to 
Akyab ”. 

The Indian Paradise Fly-catcher occurs throughout the whole 
of the Indian region from Afghanistan and Kashmir to Ceylon It 
is found in most localities in the Plains throughout the year but 
migrates locally to a large extent, although there seem to be few 
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portions to be affected by tbe change , the adult male bird is thus 
partly chestnut and partly white for a time, and it is not until after 
the moult of the fourth autumn that the plumage of the body and 
tail becomes wholly white Thereafter he remains white, with a 
black head and crest, and the two long white tail-feathers, looking 
like white ribbons, for the rest of his life, and is a most striking 
object when seen on the wmg As Cunningham says, “ the first 
sight of one of them, floatmg softly along and seeming to swim 
through the an in a series of gentle impulses, gives use to a very 
lasting mental impression. As one of the mature male birds flies 
along through the leafy coverts, m which they are most at home, 
the snowy whiteness of his long waving tram gleams out m the 
light of the scattered sunbeams that struggle downward through 
the branches, and produces effects quite unlike those that attend 
the flight of any other kind of bird Even m their first dress, 

and before they have acquned their wonderful trams, they are 
strikingly beautiful. They have such full, bright, black eyes, 
such rich chestnut tints m the wmgs and tail, contrasting with the 
shimng black of the head and the snowy white of their under- 
clothing, and their movements are so exceptionally graceful that 
it IS hard to cease from watchmg them, and when they are m 
all the glory of full dress, they must be to every one a source of 
wondering admiration as they leap lightly about from twig to twig 
and float hither and thither among the branches ” 

Oates writes that the notes of the birds of this genus are very 
harsh, but such a statement seems rather libellous and once 
again we cannot do better than quote Cunningham, who says that 
“ whilst travelling about over the boughs, they contmually utter 
twittermg notes, with occasional louder calls, so like those of the 
Blue Ely-catcher that, until the birds come mto view, it is impossible 
to make out which species one is listening to Now and then, too, 
the male birds break out into sweet little songs. They are very 
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placed low down, occasionally on the upper surface of a horizontal 
bough, in such cases usually at a place where there is given off a 
slender upwaid-growing twig which is budt into the structure of 
the nest and thus selves to anchoi it in position Three or (less 
often) four eggs is the normal nunibei, the egg being a rather long 
oval, somewhat pomted towards one end, about 20 mm long by 
15 mm broad, m colour pale pinkish-white to warm salmon-pink, 
more or less thickly speckled, chiefly at the larger end (where there 
IS a tendency to form an iiregular cap) ^\lth rather bright, but 
somewhat biowmsh-red, spots, amongst which a few tmy, pale, 
inky-purple blotches sometimes occur Both the parents share in 
the duties of incubation of the eggs and feeding of the young, the 
male in such cases either havmg oi not having attained his wholly 
white plumage , if he has done so, he is of couise a \ ery conspicuous 
object when sitting on the nest 

Our Plate gives a good idea of the male m wholly white plumage, 
as well as of the female and nest 

In the new edition oi the Fauna volume on Birds, Stuart-Baker 
w^rites of the habits of this species as follow s “ There is no more 
beautiful avian sight m India than a graceful, long-tailed, w^hite, 
male Paradise Fly-catcher, as it flits backwards and forwards in the 
deep green shade of the mango Orchards it so often haunts They 
are tame confiding birds, frequenting gardens, open country and the 
vicinity of villages but they are also found in forest land, especially 
deciduous light forests such as sal, etc They feed entirely on 
the wing, nevei descending to the ground and never searching 
the foliage for insects as some Fly-catchers do Their ordinary 
flight IS rather slow, the long tail undulatmg behmd as the bird 
flies, but they are capable of very quick movement when hawking 
for insects 
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account of their beautiful colour and because of tbeir tameness in 
entermg our gardens and even often selecting our bouses in which 
to breed , they appear to have no feai of manhi?id They aie also 
birds of the jungle but prefei the moie open spaces near roads and 
paths, etc , though often returning to heavy forest to breed They 
like exposed positions on which to perch , we have often noticed the 
common race perching on telegraph wires As with othei Fly- 
catchers, they capture a good deal of then insect prey on the wing 
sallying forth from their peich to do so, but as Mr Whistler so truly 
writes “ while other species often return to the same perch with 
the captuied insect, the Verditer Fly-catcher continues its flight 
and perches in a new place, thus continually changing its ground 
and bringing itself moie to notice ” , but they also search trees 
and shrubs for then food They are usually seen in pairs but, 
at times, in small parties and Mr Stuart-Baker has often seen 
several pairs, hunting amicably for insects, in the flowering shrubs 
in his garden in Shillong They have a sweet note and their flight 
IS stiong The Common Verditer Fly-catcher descends to the 
foothills and plams m the winter We have seen them in JSTorth 
Bihar about the middle of November and Dr Law says they reach 
Calcutta a mouth later, but they aie back again in the hills in early 
March 

They breed from eaily April light through to August, many 
havmg two or even thiee bioods They make then nests very 
frequently under overhanging banks alongside forest roads and 
paths, m holes in tiees or locks, in crevices between the stones in 
revetment walls and under the eaves or in the rafters of houses , 
an unusual site is mentioned by Hume where he found one resting 
on the fork of the branch of a tree The nests are always very 
alike, only differing according to the situations m which they are 
placed , they are cups composed of green moss mixed with roots 
and lined with fine roots. A nest taken by Dr Law in Darjeeling 



48 


BIRDS OF AN INDIAN GARDEN 


of the typical race Captain Bates in his Bird Life in India 
gives a charming account of this bird. 

The Niltavas comprise five races, the males of which are very 
brilliantly coloured. The sexes differ but both may be easily 
recognized by the brilliant blue patches on each side of the neck 
They form two groups— one in which the wing is always 4 inches 
or longer and the other in which it baiely exceeds 3 inches or is 
less In the first group there are two laces, the Sikkim Laige 
Niltava {Niltava grandis grandis) which is found from Nepal 
to Eastern Assam and Manipur and in the Chin Hills in Burma 
The general appearance of the male of this bud is daik purplish- 
blue with the crown, a patch on each side of the neck, the shoulders 
of the wing and the rump brilliant cobalt-blue , the closed tail is 
purplish-blue but lighter than the back , the hen is fulvous-brown 
above, the crown and nape tinged with bluish-ashy, a blight blue 
patch on each side of the neck and the lower plumage olive-biown , 
two females fiom Muleyit in Burma aie, doubtfully, placed by 
Mr Stuart-Baker as the Malayan Large Niltava {Niltava giandts 
decifiens) and those are the only records for India and Burma 
The male of this race is almost indistinguishable from the typical 
race but is smaller and the blue of the head lather brighter , the 
females differ in having the crown and nape deeply washed with 
blue In the second group two species have wings measuring 
about 3;| inches in length , they are the Nepal Beautiful Niltava 
{Niltava sundaia sundaia) occuriiiig in the Outer Himalayas from 
Nepal and Sikkim to Assam and Mampui , Lushai, Chin and 
Kachin Hills to Tenasserim and in wintei descending to the foot- 
hills and plains in then vicinity , this is the bird depicted at 
the top of our Plate and no description of the male is necessary , 
the hen is olive-brown above with a brilliaut patch of blue on each 
side of the neck, the wings brown edged with rufous, the tail chestnut 
and lower plumage rich olive-brown with a large patch of white 
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their building in situations where their nests are more or less 
constantly wet. He writes, “ In Shillong a pair built annually 
on a ledge of the rock-face of the Elephant falls, the spray from 
which fell over the nest in a shower whenever the falls were swollen 
by recent rain. Another pair had their nest in a deep crevice 
m a rock down which, just behmd the nest, ran a constant trickle 
of water which also, when increased by rain, ran over the edge 
of the nest ” In Assam, the same naturalist says, nearly all their 
nests are built in holes in large boulders or in the long moss growing 
on the faces of rocks near streams and waterfalls, the long moss 
usually concealing the nest In Darjeeling though these are also 
built in holes m rocks they are often away from water , another 
favourite position is in the angle formed by two buttresses of a large 
tree about 4 or 5 feet from the ground The nest is composed of 
green moss lined with fine roots and the breeding season is from the 
middle of April to the end of June or first half of July , the usual 
number of eggs is four but sometimes five are laid and occasionally 
only three , they have a creamy ground colour which is nearly 
obliterated by pmkish-brown freckles which makes them appear 
wholly that colour , they average 24 3 X 17 3 mm About the 
Malay race the late Mr. Eobinson wrote "It is found in pairs or 
singly, usually among brushwood, and on the branches of small 
trees and does not come into the open ground Quite frequently 
it descends to the ground, and hops about shady places, sometimes 
elevating and e.s.pandmg its tail like a Eantail Ely-catcher Its 
food IS mixed and fruit certainly enters largely into its diet as has 
been noted by Jacobson also in Sumatra On Cameron’s Highlands 
it has been observed eating the raspberries that are abundant in 
abandoned Sakai clearings, and on the hills above Taiping it has 
also taken to the fruit of Lantana and possibly helps to disperse 
this noxious introduced weed ”. Butler states that “ it is a good 
songster but I am not personally acquainted with any note The 
mdification of this race is unknown. 
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of the genus and often conies into foiest glades and other open 
places , it IS the most active of the Niltavas catching most 
of its prey on the wing but does also sometimes capture it 
on the giound , insects foim their mam food but Bfr. Cripps 
found some hard-shelled led benies m the stomachs of some he 
dissected. J\Ir Stuait-Bakei writes “ Its sweet little jerky song is 
often uttered, especially m the iiiornmgs and e\eiiing3” With 
regard to their bleeding the same author says they like forest 
without too much undeigrow'th and piefer the edges of open glades, 
etc , for breeding purposes , the sites chosen are much the same as 
that of the other Niltavas and their iiet)ts are just like diminutive 
ones of then larger cousins , the breeding season is May and June 
and hlr Stuart-Baker says both parents assist m building the nest, 
the male confimiig himself to bunging material , both also take part 
in incubating the eggs, the period of incubation being either ele\en 
01 twelve days Four eggs aie usually laid but sometimes h\e or 
only three and they ditler considerably from those of the other 
Niltavas, the giound colour is giejibli-yellow or faint creauiy- 
w^ite, most eggs being blotched or freckled all over wuth dull 
reddish, the marlangs often forming a ring or cap at the larger 
end , other eggs are less w'ell marked and sliow a lot of the ground 
colour , they average 18 1 X 13 5 mm 

The Yellow-bellied My-catcher {Chelidorhynx hypoxanthiim) 
is the sole representative of its genus and is remarkable for its 
bill rvhich, when \iewed from above, forms a perfect equilateral 
triangle, as in Eumyias, only in this genus it is smaller m proportion 
to the size ot the bud This is, perhaps, the most attractu e of 
our My-catchers and is showm on the bottom left-hand corner of 
our Plate 

It IS found from Simla across through Nepal and Sikkim to 
Assam and the Northern and Central hlills of Burma to Tenasseiim. 



54 


BIRDS OR AN INDIAN GARDEN 


but very feeble little song ” , tbis song has been syllabized as tsip, 
tstp They are not shy birds and may be observed with ease 

The Yellow-bellied Fly-catcher breeds at various elevations 
from as low as 1,000 feet m the Kumaon Bhaber up to 12,000 feet 
m Garhwal We have taken it at Darjeeling between 7,000 and 
7,500 feet May at the lower elevations and June at the higher 
ones are the breeding months The nests are beautiful structures, 
very compactly made with straight sides about 2l inches high 
and about the same width with the egg cavity nearly ll inches 
deep and not quite as broad , it is wholly made of moss well matted 
together and the outside covered wrth white and brown lichen , 
all nests appear to be very similar but vary a little in size , they 
are fixed to the horizontal branches of trees sometimes as low as 
5 or 6 feet and sometimes quite high up Mr Stuait-Baker mentions 
one that was built on the ridge of a great slab of rock jutting 
out from the bank of a stream ” in dense evergreen forest The 
normal number of eggs is three but sometimes only two are laid 
Mr Stuart-Baker describes them as “ very beautiful, like tiny pmk 
pearls, with a deeper pmk flush at the larger end In reality they 
have a ground colour varying from almost white to a dehcate 
creamy-pmk, marked with a faint ring at the larger end of deeper 
pink, composed of the most mmute stipplmgs ” , they average 
14 4 X 11 3 mm 
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races are distmguislied by tbeir entire plumage being a deep glossy 
black and the outermost tail-featbei exceedmg tbe middle pan by a 
distance greater than twice tbe length of the taisus The various 
sub-species only diher m the matter of size and length of wmgs and 
tails ITie Indian Black Diongo {Diciutus maooceicus 'pemn- 
sulaiirs) occuiiing over tlie vliole of India fiom South Tiavancoie 
up to the Himalayas eNcludmg the foothills on the west and east 
and Noith Bengal, the Himalayan lace {l}iciu}us maooceicub 
albi) ictus) IS found thioughout the Himalayas and footlidls, and 
Assam, Mampui, Chittagong, North Bengal and Northern Burma 
the Ceylon race {Dio unis maoococus minor) is lestiicted to that 
country, the Chinese race {Dio unis maoococus catliecus) occuis 
in Buima south of the range of albinctus as far as Amherst and 
Mergui , the jMalayan race {Dio unis maoococus thai) is foimd iii 
the extreme south of Tenasseiim. The Black Drongo is the 
commonest bird seen near dwellings in the Plams and any jet- 
black bnd, about the size of a Bulbul, with a long forked tail, 
seen in cultivated areas in the Plams, is likely to be this bud 
The rvhole plumage is deep black, everywhere glossed wth 
steel-blue, the latter character bemg perhaps rather accentuated 
in our Plate, which shows a small white spot w'hich is sometimes 
present at the angle of the gape Young buds have the wmgs 
and lower plumage biowmsh mixed wuth white, and very old buds 
may be entuely black 

The specific name ato, under which the Black Drongo has 
hitherto been referred to as a rule m Indian hterature, of course 
means black, m reference to the colour of this bud, but it is a feeble 
name to have been bestowed on it, and a name such as aiidax would 
seem better suited to a bud of this character Its alternative name 
of King Crow is probably deii\ ed from the fierce manner in wKich 
It attacks and drues away any crows which approach near its nest 
during the breeding season. Except for its colour it is not itself 
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sake of the grasslioppers and otlier insects disturbed by the 
movements of the animals than for the sake of the flies which 
annoy them It is also a legulai visitor to ploughmg operations, 
perchmg on upstanding clods or other convement vantage spots, 
and picking up cutwoims and other insects exposed by the plough 
As Mason notes, howevei, “ he is by no means active on the ground 
under the best circumstances ”, his long tail, which serves so well 
as an organ of flight, seeming to get in the way when on the ground. 
It IS noticeable that the Drongo never hunts on the ground for 
insects, but always watches from some convenient perch, swoopmg 
down to capture insects seen on the ground The Diongo is 
naturally a pugnacious and fearless bud, attackmg without 
hesitation buds much laiger than itself At the bieedmg season 
its natuial pugnacity is much augmented and it drives away any 
buds, especially crows, which daie to approach the tree in which 
its nest IS placed As noted in another place, the Indian Oriole 
frequently builds in the same tree as the Diongo, the latter thus 
serving to protect the Oiiole’s nest as well as its own, and at the 
moment of writing these Imes there is within a few yaids of my 
bungalow a sissu tree in which a pau of Diongos and of Indian 
Orioles have each a nest quite close to one another. A pair of 
Jungle Glows commenced the nesting season by buildmg in the 
topmost branches of the same tree, but now they dare not 
approach it and probably the young Grows have flown by now in 
any case Drongos sometimes fight amongst themselves and I 
have seen a couple so intent on squabbling on the ground that a 
jackal was able to run up, knock them both doivn with its 
forepaws and carry them ofl 

The nesting season of the Black Drongo is from April to August 
but May is the usual time in Bihar. The nest, which is a broad 
shallow cup, IS usually placed fairly high up m a tall tree m some 
fork of a branch not quite on the outside of the tree , it is composed 
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stopped in its fliglit and the Drongo shot ahead and ^\as captured 
by the falcon The smaller bud in our Plate is sho\vn attacking 
one of these falcons which had approached its nest, shown on a tree 
in the background. 

Although the Black Biongo is so pugnacious and intelligent, 
it IS sometimes imposed upon by the JDiongo Cuckoo {Siumculub 
lugub)i{,), a bird which is itself most iciiiarkably like a Drongo in 
general appearance and w'hich lays its eggs in Drongo’s nests. 
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tlie neck tkere is a short black bar or spot, usually concealed but 
plainly visible when the bird stretches its neck to utter its note, 
which it IS doing continually Indeed, as Cunningham has so 
aptly put it, whenever memory reveits to the experiences of 
summer in the Plains of India, it can hardly fail to recall the loud 
shouts of the Tailor-birds, as they travel about ceaselessly among 
the shrubs Even at those times of day when the breathless heat 
and cruel glare have reduced almost all other buds to relative 
silence , when even the crows sit about in pairs in the shade, 
gasping with widely gaping bills and incapable of anything beyond 
whispered conversation, and when the still and fiery an is only 
rarely disturbed by the querulous whistle of a kite, even then the 
Tailor-birds are all alive with noisy excitement Whilst listemng 
to them, or to the cries or other loud-voiced small birds, one realizes 
the beauty of the dispensation that has decreed that in the ammal 
kingdom there should be no necessarily duect ratio between size 
and vocal power , an elephant with a voice on the scale of that of a 
tailor-bird would have been a nuisance to a whole district ' Even 
the longest use and wont leave it a ceaseless marvel how such 
pygmies can manage to make such a hubbub, whilst they run and 
creep about among the bushes, more like little brown mice than 
any feathered creatures They have two common calls, the first 
consisting of an urgent repetition of the syllable ‘ peet ’, and the 
second, even more insistent and sounding, " pe peep, pe peep, 
pe peep, pe peep Long after most other bu'ds are silent , after 
even the Crows and Mynas have finally settled down for the night, 
and only an occasional belated Kite is audible, their call may still 
be heard issuing from the flower-beds and shrubbeiies, where the 
birds continue to run mouse-like about in the gathering gloom, 
jumping after the insects lurking among the leaves. When highly 
excited over anything they shout their loudest, and, with then 
tails so excessively elevated that they come to point obliquely 
forwards over their backs, look more like demented Wrens than 
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The structure and design of birds’ nests in general may vary from 
]ust nothing at all, the eggs being laid on the baie giound, to 
elaborate mounds such as aie consti noted by the Bower birds, 
but lor ingenuity, as applied to its consti iictioii and concealment, 
the Tailoi-biid’s nest is Jiaid to beat Pennant seenm to have been 
tire first to give any description of it and rve reproduce the rather 
cpiaint figure given in his Indian Zooloyy (second edition , 1790) 
where he says that in India tlie brute creation are more at enmity 
with one another than in other climates , and the buds are obliged 
to exert unusual artifice in placing then little broods out of the 
reach of an rnvader Each aims at the same end, though b} 
differeirt means Some form tlieir pensile nest in shape of a purse, 
deep, and open at top , others with a hole in the side , and others, 
still more cautious, vith an entrance at the \ery bottom, forming 
therr lodge near the summit But the little species we describe, 
seems to have greater diftrdence than any of the others it vill not 
trust its nest even to the extiemit} of a slender twig, but makes 
one more advance to safety by fixing it to the leaf itself It picks 
up a dead leaf, and, surprising to relate, sews rt to the side of a 
living one, its slender biU being its needle, and its thread some fine 
fibres , the Iming, leatlieis, gossamer, and dow'ii Its eggs are wliite. 
The colour of the bnd is light-yellow' its length three inches, 
its weight only three-sixteenths of an ounce, so that the materials 
of its nest, and its own sue, are not likely to chaw" a habitation 
that depends on so slight a tenure ” So far as it goes. Pennant’s 
account is fauly accurate except in the statement that the bird 
picks up a dead leaf and sews it on to the side of a livmg one The 
dry leaves which are often found attached to the outeiside of the 
nest are accounted for by the fact that these leaves, which have 
originally been pierced by the bud whilst they are still livmg and 
attached to the tree or plant, often die and decay in 6itu, either as a 
dnect result of the injury caused to them or by inteileieiice with the 
free access of au* to the tissues. 
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The nest may be placed at any elevation, such as high up 
in a mango-tree or low down in a brinjal-plant but more usually 
they are built comparatively low down, often ivitlim a couple of 
feet of the ground The kind of leaf selected seems to be rather 
immaterial, piovided that it is fairly laige and sufficiently strong 
to hold the stiain of the stitches, and in gardens the leaves of mango, 
guava and biinjal are often used As a rule only one or two leaves 
are used but occasionally, when the nest is placed on a plant with 
small leaves, such as oleander, a dozen leaves may be fastened 
together Generally, the nests hang down more or less vertically, 
as shown in Pennant’s figure, but sometimes they he almost horizon- 
tally with the opemng between the low er edges of the leaves, so that 
the nest is well protected in lainy weather 

The actual construction of the nest has been observed by 
Mr A G Pmto, as reported by Dewar in his Birds of the Plains 
In this case the nest w’as placed m the leaf of a Dracanm plant 
growmg on a verandah and we cannot do better than quote our 
authority foi what took place . “ One of the leaves of the plant 

was so curved that its terminal half w'as paiallel with the ground 
Upon this she commenced operations. The first thing she did 
was to make -with her shaip little beak a number of punctures along 
each edge of the leaf. In this paiticular case the punctures took 
the form of longitudinal shts, o^vmg to the fact that the veins of the 
Ihaccena leaf run longitudinally . . Having thus prepared 

the leaf, she disappeared for a little and returned with a strand of 
cobweb One end of this she wound round the narrow part of the 
leaf that separated one of the punctures from the edge , having 
done this, she carried the loose end of the strand across the under 
surface of the leaf to a puncture on the opposite side, where she 
attached it to the leaf and thus drew the edges a little way together 
She then proceeded to connect most of the other punctures with 
those opposite to them, so that the leaf took the form of a tunnel 
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projecting about two inches beyond the normal length of the 
tail, so that the sexes are readily distinguishable We cannot 
say whethei his extra length of tail is an impediment to nest- 
building or whether it makes him too pioud to work or whether 
he IS meiely lazy , but to the hen bird must be given all the 
credit of the wonderful method of nest-buildmg Aitken, however, 
m his Common Birds of Bombay, implies that it is the cock bird 
which builds. 

The leaves containing and coiicealmg the nest aie fastened 
together with any suitable material that is available such as 
cobweb, caterpillai silk, tliiead, wool, or vegetable fibres When 
a nest is being built near a house the bud will often make use 
ot threads of cotton or loose stiands from a coir mat Jerdon 
says, “ I have seen a Tailoi-bird at Saugor watch till the native 
tailor had left the verandah where he had been working, fly in, 
seize some pieces ot thread that were lying about, and go off in 
triumph with them , this was repeated in my presence several 
days ranning ” 

The nest itself is a neat cup, about three inches deep and 
two inches in diameter, constructed of wool, cotton, with a few 
hairs and fine vegetable fibres, the cavity being always very softly 
lined Three or four (more frequently thiee) eggs are laid, m 
Ceylon two are not uncommon and the Burmese race not very 
uncommonly lays five or six, rneasuiing about 16 mm by 12 mm , 
the ground colour bemg either pinkish-white, clear blue or pale sea- 
green, the former being the more common, with the Chmese race 
blue eggs are commoner, but all the eggs in any one nest always 
belong to one or the other type , the markings on the eggs consist of 
blotchings and clouds tending to foim a bold iriegular cap aiound 
the larger end, and also of smallei, brownish-red specks and 
splashes scattered more or less over the whole suiface of the 
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a jungle life as well The form madeHi^patanitb has been found as 
high as 5j000 feet in the Palms and lanthoniui, as higli as 3,500 feet 
m the Daijeeling distiict 

Cumiinghamj in his book Some Indian Fiiendb and Acquaint- 
ances, gives a charmingly witten account of the Black-headed 
Oriole in Calcutta, in the couise of which he says It would be 
haid to imagine any plumage more beautiful than that of the matuie 
birds with its brilliant contrasts of vivid yellow and shining black 
and though that of the females and young buds is not so stiiking, 
owing to the gieenish tone and streakiness of the yellow parts, it 
has very decided beauties of its own in its delicate giadations and 
pencilhngs of colour They have a truly astomshrng variety of 
notes, almost all of them charmingly melodious in character As a 
rule, they go about m pairs, vho pass from tree to tree ' crying and 
calling ’ to one another at brief intervals. When they are in their 
very fullest voice the one bud cries, " Yu, hfi a yu and the other 
almost immediately replies, ' Tu hu ce ’ , when very much out of 
voice they often can do no more than cry ‘ Tehee ’ like Alisoim in the 
Miller’s Tale ; andbetw'een these extremes there isaw'hole range of 
very distinct calls that only agree in conveying a sense of joy and 
fulness of life and melodious contentment with it. All of these are 
highly characteristic and distinct from the notes of any other kmds of 
birds, save one or tw'o of the most fluty cues oi the common tree-pies 
It IS delightful to see any living things so full of the pure joy 
of existence as a pan of Orioles always seem to be wlieii they come 
leaping through the air into a garden, calling as they go , or, after 
they have alighted in a tree, chasing one another about from bough 
to bough with their golden plumage shinmg out among the surround- 
ing green Now and then a solitary bird will take to haunting a 
garden for a time, making its appearance regularly day after day at 
a particular time, m order to visit certain trees and talk softly to 
itself as it goes on its w'ay , but it is only when in pairs, or in a small 
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The nest is a cup-like structure wliicli is usually placed in the 
fork of a branch and lashed in position by means of fibres which are 
wound first around a branch, then passed under the nest, and then 
wound around another bough In the case of the Indian Oriole 
(0 oj lolus hindoo) Dewar {Birds of the Plains, pp 138-139) notes 
A very curious thing that I have noticed about the Indian Oriole’s 
nest IS that it is always situated either in the same tree as a Kmg- 
crow’s nest or in an adjacent tree I have seen some thirteen or 
fourteen Orioles’ nests smce I first noticed this phenomenon, and 
have in every case found a TCmg-crow’s nest mthin ten yards 
The Drongo builds earlier, for it is usually feeding its young while 
the Oriole is mcubatmg It would therefore appear that it is 
the Oriole which elects to build near the K’mg Crow I imagme 
that it does so for the sake of protection , it must be a great 
thmg for a timid bird to have a vigorous pohceman all to itself, 
a pohceman who will not allow a big creature to approach under 
any pretext whatever ” The Black-headed Oriole, however, 
does not seem to have been noticed to have police protection 
in this manner 

The breeding season of the Black-headed Oriole is liom March 
to August Both buds appear to take part in the construction 
of the nest which is almost always firmly attached to the extreme 
teimmal twigs of an upper horizontal branch of a large tree, some 
twelve to thirty feet above ground-level The nest itself is a 
deep cup, the egg cavity measurmg about three mches m 
diameter and two mches m depth It is composed chiefly of 
tow-like vegetable fibres, thin slips of bark and the like, and is 
lined mside with very fine tamarisk twigs or thm grass, and on 
the outside it is generally more or less covered over with odds 
and ends, bits of lichen, thm flakes of bark, etc Three eggs are 
laid as a rule, but occasionally there may be two or four The 
egg averages about 28 5 mm long by 18 mm. broad, the shell fine 
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and Burma, is the typical form, the Ceylon race {Acndoilieres tnshs 
melanosternus) representmg a sub-species which differs in being 
darker and in having the outer webs of the earlier primaiy-coverts 
black. South Indian examples are darker than those from Northern 
India. 

As IS expressed by its generic name, Acndotlieres, which means 
a grasshopper-catcher, the Common Myna is mostly a ground- 
living bird, pacing about in open spaces, and especially over grassy 
lawns, on the hunt for grasshoppers and other insects Like the 
Cattle Egret, it is a constant attendant upon cattle, following the 
animals and catching the insects disturbed by their movements. 
For the same reasons, it is greatly interested in cultural operations, 
such as ploughing or the cutting or n'rigation of crops, as such 
occasions provide a rich harvest of insect prey. The insects eaten 
by this bird are practically all of mjurious kinds grasshoppers, 
crickets, caterpillars and beetle grubs for the most part but the 
Myna is a very general feeder and spiders and worms are eagerly 
sought for and devoured, whilst gram and fruits lend variety to its 
diet. The fruits eaten are mostly wild figs and no great toll is levied 
on cultivated fruits Cereals, however, are sometimes attacked to 
some extent and some little damage is done at times, especially 
to maize which is preferred whilst the seeds aie still soft and unripe. 
As in the case of many other useful birds, however, it is necessaiy 
to take a broad view and not grudge a small toll levied on cultivation 
in return for the great assistance rendered throughout the year in 
reducing insect crop pests. 

In his Birds of the Plains, Dewar calls the Myna “ a bird 
of character ”, and such undoubtedly it is, standing no nonsense 
from other birds, whether of its own or of other species A pair of 
Mynas, accustomed to quarter a restricted patch of lawn for insect 
prey, will strongly resent mtrusion on their hunting ground by any 
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insist on nesting in some convement liole in a Kouse and litter the 
surrounrlmgs with a miscellaneous collection of nesting materials 
Here again we may quote from Cunningham’s excellent account of a 
pair of Mynas which helped to while away the hours of his first hot 
weather in Calcutta “ He and his wife had elected to place their 
nest on the cornice beneath the beams in one corner of the open loof 
of my loom, and were constantly coming in with fresh stores of 
building materials It was quite refreshing to see the supreme 
satisfaction that they derived from the progress of their work a 
satisfaction that every now and then became so acute as to call for 
a short rest and jubilant little song Merely to watch the construc- 
tion of a Myna’s nest is a liberal education , it is like watching the 
steps in the formation of a local museum Then taste in materials 
IS so catholic that one never knows what cuiio may not be brought 
in Sticks, straws, feathers, rags, small bones, and pieces of paper 
are all deemed valuable, and a very special worth would seem to 
attach to the cast skins of snakes, for, in any case ivhere these aie 
attamable, they are almost sure to be worked into the growing heap 
of lubbish The pity is that in their eft'oit to bring in exceptionally 
bulky materials they aie apt to drop them about, and, although 
snake-skins and feathers may be interesting and even decorative 
additions to the fuimture of a room, great pieces of paper or rag, of 
unknown origin and very doubtful purity, can hardly be regarded 
as very desirable additions to one’s surroundings ” 

The nest, as may be gathered from the preceding, is an untidy 
mass of dry grass and miscellaneous rubbish, usually warmly lined 
with feathers, and placed in a hole, where this is available, either 
in a tiee or in the wall or roof of a house Sometimes it may be 
placed m cieepeis growmg on a wall, or on any sheltered ledge, 
occasionally in palms or other trees The nesting season lasts 
from the beginning of the hot weather until well on in the 
South-West Monsoon Asa rule, four or five eggs are laid and 
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The CoiDmon Myna has many vernacular names in India. It 
IS known as Mama or Desi-maina m Hindi, as Sahl or Bliat-sahh 
in Bengali, as Bemni and Balu in Chota-Nagpur, as Salonka in 
Mahratti, as Gonvanteia m Kanaiese, as Goratika and Gonnka m 
Telugu, and Zayet in Burmese, while in the Central Piovinces there 
IS a local name gulgul, of which gurral in the Punjab is apparently 
another form. In Hindu mythology the Myna is sacred to the 
God Earn Deo and sits on his hand In local stories and talk this 
bird IS also a favourite. 

The Common Myna is protected by law throughout the 
year in Bombay, the Umted Provinces, Delhi and Bengal, and in 
Burma for trade purposes in reserved foiest areas In Mysore it 
IS presumably protected under the heading, birds of song, 
absolutely ” On the whole, in India at all events, it seems to be 
a decidedly useful bird 
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insects taken, one was beneficial, twenty-five injurious and thirteen 
of neutial value, and remar lis that, on the whole, the Pied Myna 
IS decidedly moie vegetarian in its diet than the Common Myna 
“ When any Ficus fiuit is ripe or a cereal crop, such as maize, the 
birds flock to these and at times will be found to feed on little else 
They seem even more partial to Ficus fruit than the Common 
Myna Some considerable damage is done at times to the various 
common cereal crops maize, sorghum and paddy especially Its 
insect food is much the same as that of the Common Myna, con- 
sisting as far as one can see in the fleld very largely of grasshoppers, 
small moths, etc ” It may, however, be added, m justice to this 
bird, that nearly all of Mr Mason’s records were obtained m this 
case between February and June, when relatively little insect food 
IS available , I am inclined to thmk that a longer series of records, 
better spread over the year, would show that the Pied Myna is 
rather more largely insectivorous Of course, like all similar birds 
with a mixed diet, it does levy toll on ripe gram, and the conspicuous 
colours of this bird rather tend to accentuate its presence in gram- 
fields, but against this must be placed the fact that it is contmuously 
at work throughout the year in reducmg the number of insects 
which, if unchecked, would undoubtedly do far more damage to the 
crops than is done by the birds Further, it must be remembered 
that examination of the birds’ stomachs only reveals their contents 
and does not indicate how the food has been acquired , m many 
cases, even when these birds are found feeding on cereal crops, 
the gram eaten is largely picked up off the ground and is almost 
always intermixed with a considerable proportion of insect food 
In the case of one bird examined at Nagpur, Mr D’Abreu found 
it to contain four earwigs, two mole-crickets, two caterpillars, a bug, 
a batch of forty-seven msect eggs, and one red mitc which seems 
quite a useful effort for one meal , and it must be remembered that 
such a quantity is probably only a fifth or sixth of the total quantity 
eaten by one bird m the course of a single day The occasional 
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the extremity of a bough, some twenty feet from the ground, and 
is a large untidy mass of twigs with a few strips of rags attached to 
the underside, relatively huge for the size of the bird, being about 
two feet in diameter, but by no means unduly conspicuous amongst 
the leafy foliage This is quite a typical nest, this being built 
as a rule of straw, giass, twigs, roots and lags, vith a deep cavity 
lined usually with quantities of feathers Very raiely the nest 
may be placed in the cavity afforded by a hollow tree-trunk Eive 
eggs are laid as a lule, sometimes four, and occasionally as many 
as SIX The egg is typically a moderately broad oval, considerably 
pomted towaids one end, but sometimes pear-shaped, pale to 
sky-blue, sometimes tinged with green, unspotted and brilliantly 
glossy, m size about 28 mm long by 20 mm broad The young, 
as m the case of most buds with a mixed diet, are fed wholly on 
insects which are brought in by the parents 

The Pied Myna is piotected under the Wild Birds’ Protec- 
tion Act in the United Provinces, Bengal and Assam Oates gives 
the vernacular names under which it is known as AhlaL mama in 
Hindi, Ablala gosaUl and Guialeggm in Bengali, and Venda 
gonnJca in Telugu 

A sub-species, occurring in the South of Assam and in Burma, 
except the Chin Hills and North Arakan, has been separated under 
the name of the Burmese Pied Myna {Stui no'pastoY contra 
siipet cilia) is) and another sub-species, which occurs m Siam and 
just enters our limits in Tenassenm, is the Siamese Pied Myna 
(S contia flowoi) They differ m having the forehead and anterior 
crown streaked with white and in having a broad white eyebiow , 
the Siamese is much darker than the Burmese form. 
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WitlL the onset of the rams, nest-buildmg commences, either a 
new nest being bmlt or an old one, of the previous season, patched 
up and put into good repair The process of patching up old nests, 
which are easily distinguishable by the difference in the colour of the 
grass, and building new ones can often be seen gomg on in the 
same tree. The nest itself is strongly woven with strips of leaves 
of grasses, plantam or palms, strips from leaves of wild species of 
Saccharum bemg used most commonly. These strips are prepared 
by the bird itself, which seizes a leaf m its beak and makes a notch 
at the edge near the base of the leaf , it then grips with its beak 
the edge of the leaf above the notch and jerks its head away so as to 
tear ofi a strip along the edge of the leaf , by flying ofii with the 
end of this strip m its beak, the strip is usually pulled off along the 
length of the leaf , but sometimes, at the flrst effort, if the leaf 
18 tough, the bird is pulled backwards and hangs suspended by the 
strip m its beak, so that several attempts have to be made to detach 
the strip required for nest-buildmg. Sometimes the bird bites 
a second notch on the edge above the first and at a distance allowing 
for the length of strip which it considers necessary The strips 
thus collected aie wound securely around the branch or leaf from 
which the nest is to be suspended and, as more strips are brought m 
these are added, securely wound and plaited together, until there is 
formed a long stalk from which the nest proper is suspended This 
stalk IS usually about four or five mches long but may occasionally 
extend to as much as a foot Havmg completed the suspensory 
stalk, the birds then expand its lower end mto a bulb-shaped 
structure, which is usually about five and a half mches m diameter 
in one direction and four mches m the other At this time, havmg 
determined where the egg-chamber is to be, the birds construct a 
strong transverse bar or loop, a little to one side of the centre of the 
chamber, this bar forming a division between the egg-chamber and 
the long tubular entrance At this stage of construction the nest 
resembles an upturned basket, the loop representing the handle 



90 


BIRDS OP AN INDIAN GARDEN 


out of reacli of any non-climbing animals Even a good climber, 
such as a squirrel, rat, snake or lizard, will find little to cling to on 
tbe tip of a palm-leaf and, arrived there, has to negotiate a distance 
of at least eighteen inches to reach the entrance to the nest, whilst 
the lower portion of the entrance-tube is too flimsily constructed 
to yield any foothold. Plainly visible, its inaccessibility is its sure 
defence and it can well defy most marauders. 

There is still one point to be mentioned about these nests and 
that concerns the lumps of clay which are stuck on to them in odd 
places Jerdon notes that he found m one nest about three ounces 
of clay m six different places, but this is an abnormal amount, 
the average quantity not exceeding one ounce, and some nests 
containing none at all Many theories have been advanced m 
explanation, a very popular idea in India being that the bird uses 
these clay patches as points d’appui on which to stick glow-worms 
to illuminate the interior of its nest A more probable explanation 
is that the clay is applied to balance the nest more correctly, to 
prevent it being blown about by every gust of wind and to keep it 
steady whilst the birds are entering and leaving it 

Two IS the normal number of eggs in Southern India and three 
or four m Northern India but five are also sometimes laid. As 
many as ten have been noted, but in oases where there are so many, 
they are probably the product of more than one bird. The eggs 
are usually found in July and August They are, as are all of the 
Bay as and Weaver-birds, of the genus Ploceus, pure white in 
colour, without any gloss, typically rather long ovals consider- 
ably pointed towards the smaller end, and measure about 
20 mm by 15 mm 

A long and interesting account of the nesting habits of the 
Weaver-bird, by Mr Salim A. All, will be found in the Bombay 
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Of the four Weaver-birds the Black-throated one can easily 
be recognized by its black breast in the breeding season, the black 
being lightly fringed with fulvous in the winter months ; in the 
summer the crown of the male is a glistening golden-yellow , the 
other three have the breasts fulvous streaked with black 

The Black-throated Weaver-bird {Ploceus hengalenszs) is 
found from Smd to Assam, Cachar, Sylhet and Mampur It is 
common in Bengal and Bihar and we have taken many nests m the 
latter district They are like those of the Bayas but, usually, have 
only a very short entrance tube and the blades of the grass, etc., 
are built into the body of the nest instead of the long neck of the 
Bayas’ nest. We found them breeding m both sugarcarte and 
elm jungle but they, occasionally, build m bushes The colomes 
are usually very small, generally numbering about four or five and 
seldom exceeding twenty , they breed from May to September, 
the majority of the eggs we took were laid in July and August , 
normally they lay three or four eggs but we have found five and 
once took seven but these were, probably, the produce of two 
birds , many eggs are destroyed by the pretty little Long-tailed 
Tree-mouse {Vatideleuna olemcea) 

The Striated Weaver-birds differ very little from each other , 
the Madras race {Ploceus manyar flaviceps) has m summer the 
crown of the head golden-yellow, sides of the head, chin and throat 
ashy-black , the upper plumage blackish-brown edged with fulvous 
and the lower plumage fulvous with broad dark centres on the 
upper breast decreasmg to narrow fines on the lower breast , it is 
found in the south of India as far north as Bombay, the Deccan, 
South Orissa and Ceylon, the Smd race {Ploceus ma^iyar striatus) 
only differs from the preceding bird m being paler with finer 
striations below , it occurs in Smd, the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province , the Burmese race {Ploceus manyar peguenszs) 
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Young Bayas are readily tamed and easily acquire tricks, 
such as threading beads, drawing up little buckets of water or of 
seed, or loading and firing off a toy cannon Lockwood Kiplmg 
tells of one which flew up to a tree at the word of command, selected 
a flower or leaf, plucked it, and, returning, placed it daintily between 
its master’s lips There is no doubt that it is an mtelligent bird 
and it IS therefore a favourite cage-bird. In the Punjab a popular 
proverbial rhyme contrasts the hoiise-building talents of the 
Weaver-bird with the helplessness of the shelterless monkey which 
cannot protect itself against the weather in spite of possessing 
human hands and feet This verse ”, says our informant, “ is 
often quoted for the benefit of idle boys and girls who object to 
learn ”, much in the same way as the little busy bee is held up 
for infantile admiration in Western lands. 




Feathers firom tail and wing of female Koel 
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nofc return a verdict of ‘ sarve her right*, even if the unhappy- 
husband should have wrung her neck before the golden honeymoon 
had run out.” 

Idle above condemnation of the Sparrow is certainly sweeping 
but there is no doubt that this bird must be regarded as a decided 
pest of all well-ordered households m a country such as India 
where the numerous open doors and windows afford easy entrance 
and exit and the lofty rooms and verandahs, with their heavy 
projecting cormces and numerous chinks and crevices, provide the 
Sparrow with such a convenient variety of suitable nestmg-places 
Noisy, pugnacious and untidy wdl perhaps sum up the character 
of this bird Cunning, crafty, hardy, and well-mgh omnivorous, 
it has become a parasite of the human race and is well described 
by the epithet of “ the avian rat flourishmg especially m localities 
such as towns, where human activities have upset the normal 
balance of Nature and destroyed or driven away the natural 
checks, especially the birds of prey which help to reduce the 
numbers of this bird m rural areas. 

In Europe, America and Australia the House-Sparrow is justly 
regarded as a very serious pest of growing crops and, although 
relentless persecution is carried on and its numbers kept m check, 
it is still able to inflict annually loss and damage that can only be 
reckoned in millions of pounds In India, things are not quite 
so bad mamly because the Sparrow is kept m check by natural 
causes except m large towns. Not only do its disorderly and noisy 
habits make it an active nuisance m and around houses, but its 
food consists largely of vegetable matter acquired at the expense 
of its rightful human owners Mr Mason examined the 
stomach contents of eight birds at Pusa and Mr D’Abreu of eight 
others at Nagpur and in all cases they were found to contain seeds 
of various grasses, including cultivated forms such as rice and oats , 
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f recklings, fine Imes or smudgy streaks of dull dingy sepia, olive, 
yeliowisli or purplisli-brown, these markings being sometimes 
sharply defined, and often showing a tendency to form a blotchy, 
mottled, ill-defined cap at the larger end Ifiie eggs vary much in 
size but average about 20 mm long by 15 mm bioad. 

Besides the natiiial enemies of tlie older birds, the nestlmgs 
aie attacked whilst in the nest by the giubs of a fly, Passewimjia 
lietewchcBta, which lays its eggs m the nest and whose larva buries 
its anteiioi extremity m the skin of the nestling, usually under the 
wings 01 the legs, and sucks its blood This fly is mdely distributed 
m Africa and has been found in China and in India at Pusa and 
Coonoor and is probably widely distributed in India. The numbers 
of the adult birds aie largely kept down in the mofussil by hawks 
and probably also by the Indian Vampyie Bat {Lywderma hjio) 
which hunts by night along the hedges in which these buds 
congregate m the evening to sleep in flocks, this habit affording 
an opportumty of netting them in quantity vhen it is desired to 
reduce their numbers. 

Mr Stuait-Baker divides the House-Span ows into three races, 
the Indian House-Span ow (Passe) domesticus Didicus) langmg from 
“ Kathiawar, Cutch, Sind, Baluchistan, Punjab and North-West 
Prontier Province to Gilgit, Rajputaua, the United Provinces, 
Northern Central India into Biliar and Chota Nagpur ”, this is the 
race depicted in our Plate and is the palest form, the Burmese 
House-Spairow (Passe) domesticus nigi icoUis) found in “ Ceylon, 
India south and east of the range of Passei domesticus iiidicus, 
Assam, Burma east to Karenm and south to Moidmem ” , it difiers 
in the male being a deeper chestnut above and the wmg patch very 
conspicuous , females differ in being darker above and havmg a less 
conspicuous eyebrow. Some naturalists do not allow this race , 
Sikkim buds aie intermediate between this and the next race , the 
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the end of the cold weather, the White Wagtail leaving Bihar 
before the end of April. 

Wagtails feed mostly on small insects, chiefly flies, small 
beetles, ants and caterpillars, but occasionally pick up seeds also. 
The insects eaten are not of any beneficial kinds and m many cases 
are injurious to ciops, and therefore these birds as a whole must be 
reckoned amongst the farmer’s fiiends. It is a pity that most of 



them are absent from India during the rams, when msect life 
is so abundant When hunting foi water insects they will some- 
times completely submerge then bodies m the watei The partic- 
ular species which we have selected as a representative of this 
group IS the Indian White Wagtail {MotaciUa alba dukliunensts), 
which Dewar briefly describes as general colour of plumage grey , 
face, ohm, and throat white, back of head and nape black , a black 
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amongst a Vngmian deeper growing over tiellis-woik The eggs 
aie white, speckled with leddl&h-lJro^^ n 

The habits of the White A\^agtail lesemble those of the Pied 
Dr A G Butler gives some inteiesting notes on the latter species, 
m the couise of vhich he says, ‘‘ then power of turning in the air 
IS astounrling , few msects, however eccentric then fhght, can hope 
to escape them It a Wagtail is on the ground and it sees an insect 
flymg towaids it, mstead of starting madly forward to meet its 
prey, it excitedly watches all the insect’s movements and suddenly 
(when the latter is almost overhead) the agile bud rises with a 
lapid spiral movement, which looks almost lilce a someisault, the 
snap of its mandibles is heard, and all is over ” He also writes, 
“ even -when caught wild, most examples of MotacilJa soon become 
tame if kindly tieated , they aie easy to feed, living foi yeais upon 
crumbled household bread, yolk of egg and ants’ cocoons, moistened 
(either by the addition of a little water or mashed potato), and a 
few insects, then larvJB or spiders from time to time ” 

As most species of Wagtails are not permanent residents and 
do not breed m India, they have not received legislative protection 
m most Provmces, except m Bengal where they are protected 
throughout the year and in Burma where they are protected in 
reserved forests from being hunted, shot, snared or trapped for 
purposes of trade 
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it retieats to the Hmialayas, Afghanistan, Gilgit, Kumaon, Kashmir 
and Garhwal to bleed When they fiist ariive in India in the 
autumn their plumage is in fine condition and brightly marked 
but their colour becomes decidedly duUei during their stay 

Tiee-Pipits are very paitial to mango groves and are rather 
shade-loving buds Howevei, they also frequent open spaces, 
such as garden paths, much in the same way as the Wagtails, and 
similaily keep then* tails in constant looking motion whilst pacing 
ovei the giound When prepaiing to take flight they have a curious 
habit of swaymg them -selves about for a time, and when alarmed 
they fly up to the nearest tiee and walk about on the blanches m 
a decidedly un-Wagtafl manner They aie fairly social and fre- 
quently go about in small flocks, and feed on the ground on seeds of 
glass and weeds and on small insects Seeds are oftener consumed 
by these birds than by the Wagtails, which are practically totally 
insectivorous The late C W Mason examined the stomach 
contents of sixty-seven buds at Pusa and Mr D’Abreu those of 
three buds at Nagpui, and in all these seventy cases the buds 
contained seeds of weeds, injurious or neutral msects, and a few 
small snails Piom an agricultural point of view, therefore, the 
Tree-Pipit may be put down as a decidedly beneflcial bird, m 
spite of which fact it is commonly sold in the markets as an 
“ Ortolan ” 

As remarked by Mr Stuart-Baker they build at all elevations 
in the hills from 8,000 up to 15,000 feet In Northern Kumaon it 
affected grassy slopes in the immediate vicinity of woods , these open 
glades are thmly covered with trees and overgiouTi with beautiful 
thick, soft, velvety grass, about a foot high, with occasional 
tussocks, under which are concealed the nests, built of dry grass 
blades, oi of green moss lined internally with flne grass-stems. 
The eggs usually number four but three and five are also laid, 
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plains and lower lulls of India and Burma ^Vlieic suitable open 
giassj spaces aie available, tins bu’d builds at the beginning of the 
hot weather, its nest being placed in the shelter of tufts of glass or 
under clods or similar objects afiording some shelter. The nest is 
composed of a thm lining of dried grass placed in a sbght depression 
in the ground, which must often get flooded out during heavy ram, 
but the occasional destruction of the fiist brood m this way is 
compensated by the rearing of a second brood about the end of 
May. 

The female Koel, ivith her brown ■white-baiicd iihimagc (ice 
figiues of feathers on jiage 91, a/Ue) is \eiy diilerent in appearance 
liom the male Koel, ivhich looks liiie a larger edition of the Diongo 
(see Plate X) The manner in which the tw'o sexes combine to 
parasitize the Indian House-Crow is described on page 13. 
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Soutliern India, including all the hilly countiy from Mysore south- 
waid both to the East and West ” , the Noith-West race [Zosterojps 
'pal'pehosa occidenUs) “ Noith-West Ilunalayas, North-West 
Frontier Piovmce, Sind and Punjab ” , the Northern lace {Zoste- 
lops palpebrosa elwesi) “West Central Provinces, Rajputana, 
Himalayas and East Assam, North Shan States and Kauii-Kachin 
Hills ” , the Small Ceylon lace {Zostei ops palpeh osa egregia) confined 
to “ Ceylon and the Laccadives ” , the Cachar lace {Zosteiops 
palpeh osa cacliai ensis) “Assam, south of the Brahmaputra River, 
Manipur, Lushai, Tippera, Chittagong and the Chm Hills ” , the 
Nicobar lace {Zosteiops palpehrosa mcobanca) fiom the “ Andamans, 
Nicobars and Car Nicobar ” 

All the "White-eyes aie small buds, which go about in flocks, 
frequenting trees and bushes, whose leaves they search for small 
insects, varying their food at times with small buds, seeds and 
fruits Like most other buds which associate in small parties, they 
keep up a constant call one to another, then call being best des- 
cribed as a cheeping twitter 

The food of the White-eye consists of a mived diet of insects 
and vegetable matter. Of sixteen buds examined at Pusa by the 
late C W Mason, eleven contained small buds, seeds and \ATld fig 
frmts, and five contained msect food, consisting mostly of weevils 
and ants One bud, examined by j\Il D’Abieu at Nagpur, had 
been feeding on berries of Zizyplms cenopha The White-eye has 
also been recorded as damaging ripe mangoes and guavas, and 
will eat plantains when in captivity In spite of a decided taste for 
ripe fruit, however, this bud cannot be called a pest of fruit-trees 
and probably does a considerable amount of good by picking ofi 
small msects throughout the year 

The White-eye occurs throughout the whole of India, both in 
the Plains and m the Hills, in Ceylon and the Nicobars, and in 
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Our Plate gives an excellent idea of tins bird and of its nest as 
built in tlie folk of a branch ot a mango tiee 

An mteiesting account of the feeding of the young is given by 
B B Osmaston, who says that he observed one of the parent birds 
place rather a large insect into the v ide open mouth of one of the 
young which in spite ot many eftoits appeared to be unable to 
swallow it, the other parent, which was watching operations from 
above, seemed to grasp the situation at once, for he (or she) bent 
down and put a small drop of liquid into the widely gaping mouth , 
the process of giving small drops of liquid w^as repeated in front of 
the observer quite four or live times, and he w as so close that there 
could be no mistake , eventually the insect became soft and more 
manageable and the little bud’s efforts w ere ci owned w ith success 

The Indian "White-eye is commonly seen in the Calcutta bird 
market at Tuetta Bazaar and is easily kept in conhnement on a 
diet of bread and milk, soft fruit and small insects, and is well 
worth keeping. 
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species and occurs in all gardens , the male is a very beautiful 
little bird, bright canary-yellow underneath with rich reddish- 
brown wings and back, a lovely violet throat and a gleaming crown 
of metallic green on its head The females of these three species 
do not possess the brilliant metallic coloration of their mates and 
have to be content with a dress which is earthy-brown or greemsh- 
brown above and yellow beneath. 

The Purple Sunbird {Leftocoma asiahca) has three races the 
Indian Purple Sunbird (Leptocoma asiahca asiahca) found in 
Ceylon and the whole of India except where the next two races 
occur , the Burmese race {Leptocoma asiahca intermedia) occurring 
in Assam and Burma , the Sind race {Leptocoma asiahca bremrostns) 
in Sind, Baluchistan and border-land of the North-West Frontier 
Province They are all more or less alike, only differing in the size 
of the bill and richness of coloration, the males of the typical race 
being the less richly coloured and with less scarlet on the tufts 
which spring from the sides as seen in our Plate , the Burmese race 
IS very richly coloured and has more scarlet on the pectoral tufts ; 
the Sind race differs in its smaller bill and less brilliant upper 
parts In Assam and Eastern Bengal the Burmese race is rarely 
found in gardens. 

We must mention one more of this genus as it is, to oui 
mind, the loveliest of them all, and also visits gardens , it is 
Van Hasselt’s Sunbird {Leptocoma brasiliana) The male is a 
veritable gem It is found, though rare, m Assam and Cachar, 
but commoner m parts of Sylhet and occurs m Chittagong, 
Mampur, across to Burma and is very common in the south 
of Tenasserim principally frequenting gardens and coco-nut 
palms The male has the whole of the top of the head intense 
metallic golden-green , the upper plumage velvety-black , from 
the chm to foreneck intense iich amethyst , the breast and 



116 


BIEDS OP AN INDIAN GARDEN 


examined, the long oval stigmas will be found coated with adhering 
giains In rifling the flowers, therefore, they confer a benefit on the 
plant, and do not play the part of meie lobbers, like the great brown 
hornets, who shaie their liking for the nectar, but who, in order to 
reach it, drill holes through the corollas below the level at which 
the anthers lie 

“ Curiously enough, they do not seem to care for the fluid in 
the corollas of the silk-cotton trees, which is so attractive to so many 
other kinds of birds that the trees, when in full bloom, become noisy 
and iiotous taverns thronged with excited topers The unopened 
flowers of Hihisms iosa-sinensis are greatly frequented m the early 
mormng on account of some attractive material to be found at 
the bases of the petals Erythrmas are also very popular , the 
clusters of their bright-red flowers are very often alive with a throng 
of clinging and fluttering little thieves , and an even more charming 
picture presents itself when the latter are busy among the deep 
green foliage and tufted crimson inflorescence of Hcmnatocepliala 
Hodgsom 

In his volume. Some Indian Fi lends and Acquaintances, 
Cunningham gives a long and charmingly written account of the 
habits of L zeylonicus in Calcutta, from which we would willingly 
quote at further length, did space permit, and we can only advise oui 
readers to refer to Chapter XI of his book. 

The Purple-rumped Sunbird is the dominant species in Calcutta^ 
but in Bihar our common species is the Purple Sunbird, which is 
depicted on Plate XX This is a less sociable bird, more often 
seen alone and not in company with others, as one sees L zeylonicus, 
but it IS a much better songster than the latter, amgmg much like a 
canaiy , during the rams, however, m the non-breeding season, 
it seems to become more sociable and a dozen or moie of these 
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may be seen m a soit of balf-and-balf condition The female is 
greemsh-brown above, lather bright yellow below with the tail 
brown or blackish and the laterals nairowly tipped with white 
The male especially is a most pugnacious little creature, not hesita- 
ting to attack other birds much larger than himself, and sometimes 
even sciabblmg and tapping at windows, appaiently attempting to 
assault his own reflection in the glass The bleeding season in 
Bfliai IS from Tebruaiy to May, the earliest nest found with eggs m 
it bemg on 12th Tebiuaiy and the latest on 30th May, and there are 
generally two or more broods in rapid succession, usually in the 
same nest In Northern India, the laying season is later, m May 
and June, or as late as July or even August In Southern India, 
eggs are to be found from January to June, but mostly m February 
to April It breeds all over the Plarirs and to the summits of the 
Hills in Southern India and up to a height of about 5,000 feet m the 
Himalayas 

The nest is hung suspended from a twig or any convenient 
support and is composed of a very miscellaneous and heterogeneous 
mixture of materials beautifully woven together with the sillaest 
fibres and cobwebs, hau’, fine grass, leaves, small pieces of dead 
wood, chips of bark, lichens, rags, scraps of paper, thorns, etc , 
all being made use of The body of the nest is usually oval, 
with various scraps of material hangmg below, while the apex 
of the oval is produced into a cone meeting the point of support 
The nest is lined with silky- white seed-down, very neatly affixed 
to the interior The entrance is a small oval or circular hole, 
about the centre of the nest and in some cases, but not always, 
a small projecting cormce is constructed just above the entrance , 
at Pusa practically all the nests seen have been provided with 
this little porch over the entrance, which does not seem to be 
oriented in any particular dnection The purpose of the porch 
is apparently to keep rain out of the nest On the side opposite 



120 


BIRDS OP AN INDIAN GAEDEN 


Plate XX gives a good idea of the Purple Sunbird and its 
nest To the left is seen a male in breeding plumage with its tufts 
displayed , the female is seen feeding a young bird whose beak 
is seen projecting from the nest , and below her, to the right, is 
a male in non-breedmg plumage 




122 


BIEDS OF AN INDIAN GAEDEN 


sipmaja cam) found in Burma from Kangoon to the south of 
Tenasseiim , this race has a green forehead and the tail violet- 
puiple sometimes mixed with green , the Nicobar race (JEthojiyga 
sijparaja mcobanca) only found in the Nicobais , it fliflers from the 
former in having the forehead and tail both violet-purple, the 
lattei never having any green in it Those with unstreaked breasts 
and green tails are The Indian Yellow-backed Sunbird {/Etliopijga 
stparaja selience) which has aheady been described , the Kumaon race 
{Mtliopyga sipamja mussoonensis) occurs m the N W Himalayas 
from Gaihwal and Kumaon to the Afghan border and birds from 
high elevations in Sikkim are piobably this lace , it only difters 
from seliei kb in being larger, with a long broad tail and the scailet on 
the breast brighter and it keeps to higher elevations than that lace, 
the Yunnan lace {Mtliopijga sipamja vindicauda) is a very doubtful 
lace, a specimen found at Maymyo in the Shan States is said to 
be this race, it only differs from selience in the abdomen being 
greyei and not so olive-gieen , the last lace Vigor’s Yellow-backed 
Sunbird {JEtliopijga siparaja vigorsi) is found on the West Coast of 
India from Bombay to Tiavancore , it also has a green tail but 
may be recognized by the crimson-scarlet breast being finely 
streaked with yellow 

Another beautiful Sunbird which comes into gardens in the 
hills IS the Fire-tailed Yellow-backed Sunbird {JEtliopgga igmcauda 
igmcauda), the male is shown on the right-hand side of Plate XXI, 
it is found, according to Mr Stuart-Baker, in “ Nepal, Sikkim, 
Assam, Cachar, Sylhet, Manipur and Tipperah in Eastern Bengal 
West it extends to Garhwal and Kumaon” The Plate gives a 
good idea of a full-plumaged male This bird ranges from 2,000 
feet up to, at any rate, 12,000 feet at different seasons , it may 
often be seen in gardens in Darjeeling in the spring but then the 
elongated tail-feathers have not generally been fully assumed ; 
we found, in May, fully adult males very common at Sandakphu 
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the Manipur Yellow-backed Sunbird {/EtJiopyga gouldicB isolata)^ 
which only diffeis in having the breast immaculate yellow, much 
paler than in the typical race 

The habits of all the Sunbirds are very similar and are fully 
given m the last chapter 

The nests of all the species of /Etliopjga are very similar, they 
may be geneially described as pear-shaped or oval made of cotton 
down held together with moss, spider-webs, fibre also is used 
largely in some of them and some have a porch over the entrance. 
The Fire-tailed Yellow-backed Sunbird often uses a thm layer of the 
thin pmky paper-like bark of the ihododendron m the construction 
of its nest and floweis and feathers are also used m the lining. 
With regard to localities, we found many nests of the Indian Yellow- 
backed Sunbuds in Goalpara m small nullahs running through 
evergreen forest, the nests bemg fastened to the roots of bushes 
hanging down fiom the overhanging banks , the Mussoorie race 
apparently breeds in more open forest or scrub ]ungle and the Nepal 
race frequents the more open parts of evergreen forest to make 
their nests , none of them ever nest in our gardens 

The Tenasserim race of sijtaraja is an early breeder breeding 
in January and February but the other races appear to breed bet- 
ween May and July , the typical Fire-tailed race breeds in April and 
May and the Nepal bird m April or probably even eaiher, and hirs 
Gould’s Sunbicd during June and July. All these Sunbnds lay 
either two or three eggs The description of selience will suffice 
for most , there are two types, one with the ground colour pale- 
cream or grey blotched and spotted all over with light purplish- 
biown, more numerous at the thick end and forming a cap or ring , 
the other is pure wffiite sparsely marked with blown but more 
numerous and forming a cap oi ring at the large end They average 
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(J3. henghalensts eiUhronotiis), which last, as its name implies, is 
distinguished by having its back crimson whereas m the other 
races of B benglialensis the back is golden-yellow or orange Where 
both sub-species occur together, it is probable that they hybridize 
occasionally As regards other species of W oodpeckers with which 
this one may be confused, the Three-toed Woodpeckers (Dinofium) 
are extremely like this bird and only markedly differ in wanting the 
hallux (inner hind toe) Tickell’s Golden-backed Woodpecker 
{Ghrysocolaptes guttacnstatus gultacnslatus) has also a very similar 
coloration but on account of its very much larger size is less likely 
to be mistaken for B henghalensis than the Three-toed Wood- 
peckers 

The Golden-backed Woodpecker is an extremely handsome bird, 
which Dewar briefly describes as having a bright crimson crest, 
top of head black, sides of head white with a number of black lines 
and streaks, upper back golden-yellow. Ion er back and tail black, 
wings black and golden-yellow with some white spots. The female 
differs from the male in having the top of the head black with small 
white triangular spots ; it is shown peeping around the tree in our 
Plate Unfortunately, like the Indian Holler, its voice is not in 
harmony with its plumage, its call, which is often uttered on the 
wing, being a loud harsh scieam Like the Holler also, it is rathei a 
noisy bird 

Like all Woodpeckers, it is an extremely skilful climber, seldom 
or never perching crosswise on a branch but clmging, always with 
the tail downward, to the stems and branches of trees, which it 
usually ascends and descends diagonally. The flight is undulating. 
It is seldom seen on the ground but occasionally descends to feed on 
ants which seem to form an appreciable proportion of its normal 
food, this consisting almost entirely of insects, largely ants, varied 
with numerous small beetles, caterpillars and bugs, to which buds 
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of our conunon Indian birds, it is wonderful bow little we really 
know about its daily life However, from tbe little we do know, 
we are justified in counting tbe Golden-backed Woodpecker, witb 
all its kindred, amongst tbe farmer’s fiiends. 

Like other Woodpeckers it nests in a bole in a tree, often in a 
mango tiee in Northern India ; in Bibai nests have been found m 
mango, litcbi, sissu and siris trees Tbe Northern race has two 
breeding seasons from March to tbe end of April and from tbe 
middle of June to August, tbe Southern race has been found 
bleeding in March , tbe Smd one in April , eggs of tbe Ceylon race 
have been taken in March and August and those of tbe Ceylon Red- 
backed Woodpecker m March and April and agam m August and 
September Tbe courtship is of a rather rough and ready fashion, 
punctuated by harsh scieams The glossy white (delicate salmon- 
pink when fresh and unblown) eggs, four or five in number, though 
three and sometimes two only are incubated, measuiing about 
28 mm long by 20 9 mm. broad, are laid in a hole excavated in 
a tiee by the parents or more frequently in a natural cavity 
to which merely an entrance has been made by the bnds. Dewar 
states that “ Woodpeckers seem to excavate a new nest every 
yeai ”, but we are not awaie how far this is the case Woodpeckers, 
however, are very apt to desert any nest-hole that has been mterfered 
with at all. We have many times found them to do this even when 
no chippmg was done to enlarge the hole, the only interference 
being by means of a thin twig Sometimes also they only partly 
excavate a hole and then leave it for another site The nest-hole is 
about two and a half to three and a half inches in diameter and 
usually runs in horizontally for about three to six inches and then 
turns downwards. When the downward shaft is bored by the bird 
it is rarely more than eight or mne inches deep with a chamber of 
some five or six inches m diameter, but when the bnd cuts into a 
natural cavity in the tree the egg may be found two or three feet 
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feeding, it lias a large variety of sounds at its disposal 'VVlien 
pleased, it utters a sort of hoarse ‘ chortle ’ , but, to make this 
sound, it seems to be necessary to be on the move, for it always 
utters it when hoppmg from one branch to another, or else it gives 
a little jerk mto the air at the same time that it opens its mouth 
to give vent to its feelings Displeasure, which seems to be caused 
chiefly by seeing other bu'ds feeding with it, is ei.piessed by a 
ridiculously feeble little sound like 'pench, pench’, the feebleness 
being made up for, to some extent, by the bud’s ferocious attitude 
as he advances, with drooping ivings and mouth wide open, 
towards the object of his displeasuie The most unusual note 
IS one it makes use of only in the cold weather, at which time 
these birds sometimes collect in small flocks, and only in the 
mormngs and evemngs, seemingly for the purpose of collecting 
any scattered individuals It consists of a loud clear whistle, 
a most wild and penetrating sound, but at the same time 
rather musical than otherwise It is an abnormal sort of a 
sound for a barbet to give utterance to and had I not followed 
up and shot some of these birds whilst actually whistlmg thus, 
I should never have imagined what had made the sound ” The 
Green Barbet may sometimes be heard calling at night, especially 
on moonlit mghts 

Like other Indian Barbets, this bird lives chiefly on fruit. 
The late Mr C. W Mason examined the stomachs of fifteen buds 
at Pusa and found nothing but wild fig fiuits m them. It is very 
fond of Lantana berries and helps to distribute the seeds of this 
noxious weed This bu’d, however, has a curious habit of pulling 
off bits of bark from trees, especially from dead branches, as if 
searching for insects, and Blanford states that it is said occasionally, 
though rarely, to eat insects Insects, however, evidently form a 
very small part of its diet and from an economic pomt of view this 
bird cannot be claimed as useful. 



136 


BIRDS OP AN INDIAN GARDEN 


Tins species is now divided into tliree sub-species, the 
typical form (T. zeyktmcus zeylamcus) being found in Ceylon and 
South Travancore, it is the most richly coloured lace, the foim 
found along the West coast of India from North Travancore to 
Bombay bemg T z inornatus, m which the colour is paler, the 
brown more extensive, and the streaks on the breast veiy faint, 
and that found in Northern India, from the extreme west to 
Western Bengal, being T z. caniceps, which is duller and paler 
than the typical race and the streaks not as bold though bolder 
than in ino'tmtus It is this last sub-species which is lepiesented 
in our Plate 

Heie we may mention the Small Green Barbet {Tliereiceryx 
vindis) as it so frequently frequents gardens in Southern India 
It is like a small edition of the othei Gieen Baibets and is found, 
according to Mr Stuait-Baker, in “ the Hill Eanges from South 
Travancore to Mahableshwar, Belgaum and Deccan ” It occurs 
from plains level up to 8,000 feet or more We have, elsewhere 
{Birds of Southern India), remarked about this species “It frequents 
the more open sholas and gardens which have large shady trees, 
and like its cousin of the Plains the Crimson-breasted Barbet is 
very noisy, giving vent to its loud cries (which consist of two distinct 
calls one a prolonged Kr-r-i-i, like the winding up of a gigantic 
clock and not unlike the commencement of the call of the Gecko 
which IS so common in Burma, followed by RiiLu-i uLu-ruJat 
repeated several times, the other a loud Ilooh-hr IlooL-lr) also 
repeated several times) from morning to night and the whole year 
round, especially on fine, sunny days, when one bird begins, 
all the others within hearing seem to take up the same refrain, 
so that the country around appears to be full of nothing but these 
Barbets Its food consists of benies and fruit and it is especially 
fond of apples which it will boldly rob from orchards”. They 
breed from February to June and usually lay three eggs but two 
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from the other Barbets by the second primary bemg longer than 
the eighth, the lower tail-coverts green and the nctal bristles long 
We will ]ust mention that there are two races of the Crimson- 
breasted Barbet, the Burmese race {XantTiolmma hcemacejpliala 
vndica) which is found to the east in Eastern Bengal, Assam, Nepal, 
Siklnm Terai and Burma, it is more richly coloured than the one 
m our Plate which is the Indian race {Xantholcema Imimceplidla 
lutea) being found practically everywhere else but is said to be 
rare m the Punjab, Sind and dutch as also in the dampest areas 
of the West Coast of India and Ceylon , it only difieis m havmg 
the stupes on the lower plumage greyer in colour, those in the 
Burmese race being “ dark sage-green ” 

There are two other species of this genus, the Crimson-throated 
Barbet {Xantlidlcema malabanca), its lange is given by Mr Stuait- 
Baker as “ from South Travancore to Eatnagm, east to Mysore, 
Wynaad and Palm Hills ”, as its name implies it may be recogmzed 
by its crimson throat ; the Small Ceylon Barbet {XantholcBma 
ruhncapMa), confined to Ceylon, differs from the Indian races in 
having the throat orange and the cheek blue instead of blackish. 

In his fascinating book Some Indian Buds and Acquaintances, 
Cunningham has an excellent account of the Coppersmith, too long 
to quote in full, but from which we take the following extract 
“ Coppeismiths are odd little buds, and most fully characteristic 
of the group to which they belong m theu gaudy colouring, harsh, 
dry plumage, wonderfully tough slnn, and insistent vociferation. 
Durmg periods of settled, sunny weather, the only thmg that 
seems effectually to check theu desue to call is a certam degree of 
cold, but this IS so influential that durmg the course of the variable 
wmter m Calcutta it may safely be assumed that the temperature 
in the shade stands at or over 70°E. on any day when theu call is to 
be heard As the thermometer rises above the prohibitive limit they 
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and Ml D’Abreu those of two more at Nagpur, and in all cases 
nothmg but Fi(yiis fiuits was found to have been eaten From an 
agricultural pomt of view, therefore, this bird is of neutral value 

The nesting season is in the early part of the hot weather, from 
March to May in Northern India, earlier m Central and Southern 
India. The nest, if such a term may be used, is placed at the 
end of a long gallery, which may be from one to five feet m length, 
either excavated by the parent birds m sound though soft wood of a 
branch, or more frequently m a branch which is akeady decayed 
internally and mto which the bu'ds cut, through the harder external 
shell of the branch, a perfectly circular hole with the edges neatly 
bevelled ofi mside and outside, this hole bemg about two mches in 
diameter and always placed on the underside of the bough. If a 
ready-made hollow is available it is preferred and appropriated, but 
if the bu’ds have to excavate a new gallery on their own account, 
they usually choose a place on the under surface of a slanting dead 
bough, especially at a pomt where a side branch has been broken off 
and the wood softened by the invasion of fungal mycekum Whilst 
working, the bu’d ckngs to the bark like a Woodpecker, with the end 
of its tad pressed closely against the surface, so as to serve as an 
additional support whilst it hammers and picks away with its 
bill at the soft wood, the chips of wood bemg sometimes hammered 
directly off but oftener merely loosened by a series of blows and 
then picked up and thrown away. Both of the parent birds take 
part m the work of excavation and they can sometimes be heard 
excavating their holes long after sundown The eggs are placed at 
the bottom of the cavity into which they have thus bored, and 
which they smoothen a good deal mteriorly, often a couple of feet 
below the entrance, and laid merely on the chips produced m the 
course of the work Three or (more frequently) four eggs are laid, 
the egg being on an average 25 mm long by 17 5 mm. broad, 
delicate pink when fresh, pure white later, almost cylmdrical. 
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wiitten as “ Pipilia ” and m some districts the vernacular name 
of the bird is given as Pufiya. Anotlier rendering of the call, 
which includes the overture preceding the triple note, is, “ 0 lor’ ! 
0 lor’ • how very hot it’s getting we feel it, xve feel it, we feel it 



Head and foot of Common Hawk Cuckoo {llxtrococcyx tar*u«s) 


The call is extremely loud and shrill and can be heard indeed, it 
cannot but be heard within a radius of several hundred yards, 
but one of the most annoying things about it is its intemuttent 
character The human ear soon becomes accustomed to any 
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rams break, wben there is a welcome cessation for a few months. 
In other districts this may not be so , thus, as regards Calcutta, 
Cunningham states that “ theie is hardly any season at which their 
characteristic notes may not occasionally be heard ; but, as a rule, 
it IS during the rainy months that they aie most frequent, so that 
the designation ‘hot-weather bird’, that is often applied to the 
species in other parts of the country, is hardly applicable to it in 
Calcutta 

According to Mr. Stuart-Baker, this Hawk-Cuckoo occurs 
throughout the whole of India and Ceylon, except Smd and the 
Punjab , extending eastwards to Eastern Bengal and to Kamrup 
and Goalpara in Assam, but, although odd examples may occur 
throughout this area, its range as a common bird seems to be more 
restricted It is extiemely common in the United Provinces and 
Bihar Dewar notes that he never heard it in Madras, nor did I ever 
hear it during my residence in Coimbatore, and it is apparently 
quite absent in the island of Bombay In some districts in which 
it is absent, or at least scarce, this Hawk-Cuckoo is fiequently con- 
founded with the Koel and the name “ Brain-fever Bud ” given 
to the latter As Dewar puts it, “ There is certainly some excuse 
for the mistake, for both are Cuckoos and both are exceedingly 
noisy creatures , but the cry of the Koel bears to that of the 
Brain-fever Bird or Hawk-Cuckoo much the same relation as the 
melody of the oigan-grinder does to that of a full German band 
Most men aie willing to ofier either the solitary Italian or the 
Teutonic gang a penny to go into the next street, but, if forced to 
choose between them, select the oigan-gnnder as the lesser of the 
two evils In the same way, most people find the fluty note of 
the Koel less obnoxious than the shriek of the Hawk-Cuckoo 

In spite of its obnoxious vocal efforts, the Hawk-Cuckoo does 
some little good by feeding on injurious insects, although when it 
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flying off With the fosterer’s egg still in her bill , this is to show 
why it IS that Cuckoos aie seen with eggs in their bills , but it is 
not always possible for the hen Cuckoo to lay her egg direct into the 
nest such as when the egg has to be dropped into a hole , in such 
cases the Cuckoo must lay her egg on the ground, then pick it up 
in hei bill and drop it into the desiied nest. We are of opinion that 
both methods are used but that the second one is the normal one. 
The thick texture of the cuckoo egg-shell seems to be specially 
adapted to this end as, in cases where the nest is placed inside a 
hole, the egg may have to be dropped into it from a little height. 
In the case of the Hawk-Cuckoo, it is possible that its hawk-hke 
appearance on the wing may be advantageous in securing a clear 
field for depositing an egg in this way in the nest of the Seven 
Sisters, as one observer states that the whole sisterhood make 
themselves scarce when the HaAvk-Cuckoo appears on the scene, and 
thus give her a fair field for planting her oval imposition on them 
Our Plate shows a Hawk-Cuckoo, with an egg in her bill, about 
to be dropped into the nest of one of these Babblers It may be 
added that further observations, on the method of egg deposition 
employed by this and other Indian Cuckoos, are very desnable 

That well-known ornithologist hlr Stuart-Baker, who has an 
unrivalled knowledge of the Cuckoos, is fortunately Avriting a 
book on them 

The only other Hawk-Cuckoo that is at all familiar is the 
Large Hawk-Cuckoo {Hierococcyx sparveroides) , it takes the place 
of the Common Hawk-Cuckoo in the hills It is a large bird about 
15 inches long with a brown back, the throat and foreneck white 
or grey streaked with dark ashy, the upper breast more rufous and 
rest of lower plumage white barred with brown. It is more of a 
forest bird than its common cousin and also is less noisy. It is 
found in the Himalayas from Kumaon to Assam and in the hills 
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{Psittacula hramen manillensis), is found, according to Mr. Stuart- 
Baker, in “ Sikkim to tke extreme east and south of Assam ; 
Eastern Bengal , Northern and Southern Burma, south to Pegu ; 
Shan States ”, it only differs from the other race in having the 
whole of the bill red , it is said to be not as common a bird as the 
better known race nor to occur m such large numbers 



Rose ringed Paroqueta attacking Tfvild fruits 


Wherever it occurs, however, in its wild state the Kose-rmged 
Paroquet is an unmitigated nuisance, as its diet is wholly vegetarian 
and it feeds largely on cultivated grains and fruits. When a large 
flock descends on a ripening crop oijuar (sorghum) or similar cereal, 
a great deal of damage is done, some by the actual grain that is 
eaten, but far more by the extremely wasteful method of feeding 
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BIr D’Abreu three more at Nagpur, and in all cases the stomach 
contents consisted entirely of vegetable matter mustard, \\heat, 
maize, paddy, litchi and wild fruits, and seeds of Dalbcrqia sissu. 
When the silk-cotton trees arc in flower in February these parrots 
are amongst the crowd of birds which congregate to imbibe the 
nectar We have not yet had any complaints of its attacking 
sugarcane but, with the increasing cultivation of this crop in Bihar, 
it will peihaps discover that it is edible and attack it in tJie same 
way as another Parrot has damaged sugarcane in Assam, by gnawing 
large holes in the stems. 

The Eose-iinged Paioquet does not deserve, nor has it been 
afforded, any protection under the Wild Animals Protection Act 
on the contiaiy, its destruction should be encouraged and, if this 
could be done by exempting tiie export of its plumage from the 
present Customs restiictions, or in any other way, it would be all 
to the benefit of the cultivator who is practically powerless at 
present to prevent the immense damage done to his crops by this 
destructive bird 

It must be admitted, however, that from a jnirely ccsthetic and 
non-utilitarian view-point the Eose-rmged Paioquet is a decidedly 
handsome and attractive bird when seen under natural conditions 
flashing through the sunshine or climbing over a tiec m search of 
food, and, in places where its iiumbeis aie but small, its brilliant 
hues, delicate outlines and dainty ways provide a perennial source 
of ]oy to the bird lover. But in country districts, where it is only 
too abundant, its destructive habits and shrill harsh screams very 
quickly nullify such feelings of adnuration 

As a cage-bird the Rose-ringed Paroquet is a favourite aU 
over India, and thousands of young birds must be taken every year 
from their nests and doomed to pass the remainder of their existence 
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large bough , m the latter case it is often placed on the lower side 
of the bough. No lining is provided, the eggs being laid on a few 
chips of wood at the bottom of the hole The usual number of eggs 
IS four but as many as six are found at times The egg is pure 
white, without any gloss, usually m shape a moderately broad oval, 
considerably pointed towards one end, and measures about 30 mm, 
by 24 mm 

Our Plate shows both sexes of this Paroquet, the adult male 
being distinguishable by his rosy collar which is absent in the 
female 



Head of male Rose-nnged Paroquet. 
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east of that is replaced by the Burmese sub-species, Coracias 
henglialensis affims, which is slightly larger and much darker, 
with a lighter tail which lacks the purple band at the tip 
which sets off so well the tail of the Indian Eoller. In the Duars 
both species have been got and where they meet they hybridise 
freely In Northern India another species, the Kashmir Eoller, 
Cmacias garrula semenom, a local race of C. garrula, which is 
found in Africa and Europe, also occurs and may be distinguished 
by its lower parts being pale-blue throughout, whereas in the 
Indian and Burmese Eollers, the lower parts are only blue in part 
There is also a forest species, Eurystomiis onentahs orientahs, the 
Broad-billed Eoller, with a red bill and legs , this is a rather silent 
bud and exceedingly wary and frequently nests in non-accessible 
holes m large Simul {Bomhax mdldbanGim) trees This is essentially 
a forest bird wherever found 

There are two races, the typical one ]ust mentioned, which 
IS found “ all along the foothills of the Himalayas from Kumaon to 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, also Burma, the Wynaad to Travancore 
and Ceylon ” and the Andaman one {Eurystomiis onentahs gigas) 
which IS confined to that island and only differs from the typical 
race in having a much larger bill and averagmg rather bigger 

Where it does occur, the Indian Eoller is usually found com- 
monly and IS not a bird which can be overlooked when on the wing, 
as its brilliant blue colours are then displayed to advantage VVhen 
at rest upon a branch or telegraph wire, however, this bird is by no 
means conspicuous, as the wings are then closed and the colours 
are not very evident From the sudden contrast between the 
inconspicuous hues of this bird when at rest and the vivid display 
of colour evidenced when it takes to wing, it is sometimes known as 
the “ Surprise Bud ” Its usual habit is to sit on any convenient 
perch and watch patiently until some desuable prey comes mto 
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m Bihar at any rate this is not the case, it being one of the easiest 
nests to find, the birds continually chasing away any intruders that 
come near the nesting site 

Besides being, as the poet puts it, ‘"a lovely bird with azure 
wings ”, and thus an ornament to any landscape, the Indian Roller 
IS an extremely useful bud, as its food consists almost entuely of 
large insects, such as grasshoppers, crickets and beetles, varied by 
an occasional small mouse, frog or snake One kept by Mr Finn 
even digested a toad, which must have been a very “ tasty ” 
morsel The late Mr C W. Mason examined the stomachs of 
eighteen buds between January and October at Pusa and found 
that, of 412 msects taken by these buds, only 4 were beneficial, 111 
were m]urious and 297 neutral Of the injurious msects taken 52 
were grasshoppers, 18 crickets and 23 caterpillars, mostly cut- 
worms, so that the good done by the destruction of these mjurious 
insects far more than counterbalances the fact that a very few 
beneficial insects were taken 

Towards the end of the rams, when the big brown crickets 
emerge at dusk from their holes m the soil, the Roller is well aware 
of then habits and may be seen, until mght has almost fallen, 
perched on a convement bough and watching eagerly for the 
chance of a tasty supper, a happy chance which is accomplished 
should any unwary cricket wander far enough to enable it to be 
captured before it can regain the safe security of its burrow There is 
m my garden a large Dalbeogia tree with a dead branch which afi’ords 
an excellent clear view of the ground beneath, and every evening 
at sunset a Roller takes up its post on this dead bough and watches 
until far into the dusk for the crickets which are foolish enough 
to leave theu burrows m the lawn and flower-beds beneath this 
tree The Little Owl, likewise fond of crickets for supper, also 
appears at the same time but, having the advantage of nocturnal 
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This Bee-eater occurs throughout India and is usually abundant 
when it occurs, but it seems to be a local migrant, moving to 
different localities m the hot and cold seasons, so that m some 
places it may be found only at one season and m other places, 
where it is seen all the year rouud, it is probable that the individuals 
seen (with the exception of a few remaimug to breed) do not remam 
in that place all the year There seems to be a regular movement 
of the species southward about September and northward agam 
about March m every year. Thus, this bird is found in Madras 
m the cold weather but, with the exception of a few which remain 
throughout the year, most mdividuals move north about March. 
In Calcutta the annual immigration takes place about the second 
week of October and the exodus about March, as soon as the hot 
weather has set in In North Bihar this Bee-eater appeals m 
numbers about the beginning of October and agam in February 
and March, these temporary accessions apparently indicating the 
passmg through of a migrant stream southwards and northwards 
respectively. In the Punjab and North-West Province, this bird 
arrives about March and leaves agam about September It seems 
probable that this migration is due primarily to the necessity for 
moving away from localities in which the necessary insect-food is 
becoming scarce, but we reaUy Imow very httle about the underly- 
ing causes of migration m birds Ciinnmgham says, “ Their depar- 
ture can hardly be determined by dietetic causes, as other kinds 
of msectivorous bnds contmue to find an abundance of msect-food 
all through the summer. It is apparently due to then nestmg 
habits, for, nestmg as they do m burrows m the soil of fields and 
banks, m a region like the lower Gangetic delta, they must naturally 
meet with great difficulties m finding sites secure from repeated 
mundation durmg the torrential falls of ram that frequently take 
place dm'mg the summer months Hence they move off to 
somewhat higher and dryer regions, and remam there until, with 
the colder and dryer days of autumn, msect-food becomes 
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a standstill, almost wholly on account of the activities of these 
Bee-eaters, practically all the newly-iaised queen bees being snapped 
up by them whilst on then’ marriage flight Dewar, m his Buds 
of the Plains, says, “ I doubt whether the little Mei ojps vindis 
tackles an insect so large as a bee ” Our records show most emphati- 
cally that this Bee-eater not only tackles bees but is a perfect pest 
of the apiary, destroying veiy large numbers of honey-bees of all 
sorts We have found at Pusa that it eats Aj)is Jloiea (the small 
honey-bee), Aj)is indica (the Indian honey-bee) and Apis mellifera 
(the European honey-bee), whilst Mr D’Abieu found at Nagpur 
that this bird had even eaten Apis doisata (the laige lock honey- 
bee). Out of foity-three bnds’ stomachs examined at Pusa by the 
late Mr. 0 W Mason, of 376 insects taken no less than 300 (mostly 
bees) were classed as beneficial, 53 as in]uiious (mostly weevils and 
none of them real pests), and 23 as neutral Some birds examined 
at Nagpur by kir D’Abreu contained honey-bees, diagonflies, blue- 
bottles, coprid beetles and one grasshopper Mr Inglis watched a 
bird at close range for twelve minutes duimg winch it made twelve 
sallies after insects and it appeared to him that nine out of the 
twelve insects taken were bees Besides bees, dragonflies are taken 
very largely , the species is not given as a rule but at Pusa I have 
seen this bird catch and eat Potamarcha oiscum So far as its 
feedmg-habits go, therefore, this bird does not seem to deserve 
the protection throughout the whole year which it enjoys at present 
under the Wild Animals’ Protection Act in Bombay, Bengal, 
Assam and Burma. It seems a pity that such a lovely little bud 
should be so noxious in its habits, “ but pity ’tis, ’tis true ” 

The Green Bee-eater breeds from the middle of March to 
the begmnmg of June, excavating a long gallery, generally four 
or five feet long, m a dry sandy bank At Peshawar I have found 
it nesting in May m holes dug in sandy soil near the top of a river 
bank As a rule, this bird does not seem to breed much south 
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well-wooded districts. It is fond of perching on a post or telegraph 
wire or other suitable situation whence it swoops doivn on its 
prey which is usually captured on the wing, the bird thereafter 
returning to its perch The flight is s\vift and graceful and the 
note a mellow whistle continually uttered while on the wing 
Durmg evemngs, especially after ram, numbers may be seen 
hawking about on the wing for a long period without settling 

In Calcutta the Javan Blue-tailed Bee-eater appears during the 
rams, usually in large flocks It is often to be seen in laige 
numbers in places abounding with open sheets of water, but it is 
also met with not mfiequently m gardens where its elegant flight 
makes it a decided ornament It is, however, a shyer bird than the 
Indian Green Bee-eater and its habits aie not so easily observed at 
close quarters It has been noticed to hawk its insect prey ]ust 
over the surface of the water and sometimes even to pick an insect 
ofi the surface of the water 

This Bee-eatei is coinmon at Pusa and the late j\Ir C \V Mason 
examined the stomachs of thnteen buds between April and October 
He states that, of 83 insects taken, 70 were beneficial, 3 mjuiious 
and 10 neutral The beneficial insects taken included dragonflies, 
honey and other bees, and wasps, and m the neighbourhood of an 
apiary these buds may be a decided pest by snappmg up the bees. 
Mr Mason noted that, on dull days when dragonflies are inclined 
to sit on grass-stems, this Bee-eater feeds almost entuely on these 
insects and that the dragonfly, Crocothemis seimha, is one species 
which IS taken in large quantities at such times 

Breeding occurs, usually m large colomes, some time between 
March and June, in a hole which may be four to seven feet long with a 
diameter of two to two and a half inches and which is excavated in 
a bank, usually a river bank though not always so, the egg chamber 
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and IS resident there up to 12,000 feet ; it is also said to breed m 
the higher ranges of Silckim In winter it migrates to Burma, 
Assam and the Duars , it has been found at Seom, Belgaum and 
the Deccan but is lare west of Bengal Some Indian specimens, 
especially those from the north, very often show a tinge of white on 
the crest, and these are regarded as hybrids between the Indian and 
European species In Noith Bihar many specimens intermediate 
between the Indian and European foims are to be seen In most 
parts of India, however, the buff-coloured bn*d which is seen 



Head of European Hoopoe (after Blanford) 


probing the lawn with its long bill may safely be put down as the 
Indian Hoopoe. A true albino with pink eyes has been recorded 

The Hoopoe is found chiefly in open country and is essentially 
a ground bird, only occasionally perching on trees Its flight is slow 
and undulating Like other birds which have developed a special 
type of bill, this organ is intimately adapted to its owner’s method of 
obtaimng food, which, in the case of the Hoopoe, consists of insects 
and occasional worm^, obtained mostly on or from under the ground, 
rarely on trees or m the air. The ma] or portion of its food is obtamed 
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6am and noon and about two visits per hour were made when 
apparently no msects were brought, so that about 274 insects 
were brought in and fed m six hours to the young birds, who 
numbered four or five at most The food brought to the young 
consists practically wholly of caterpillars, beetle gtubs and crickets 
When bringing m food to the nest, the old bird as a rule perches near 
the nest to look around for danger and almost always utters a harsh 
grating sound on approach to the nest and agam on entering and 
leaving the nest 

The nesting season is m the early spring or beginning of the hot 
weather, and nesting takes place m any convenient hole, never 
at any great elevation from the ground, in trees, walls or banks 
A nest has even been found on the floor of a house amongst 
some hliusa (chaff) The nest itself is a mere apology, a little 
hair, a few feathers, leaves or grass-stems being carelessly strewed 
over the floor of the hole or hollow and, when eggs are laid in a 
tree-hole, there is often no nest at all. These birds never remove 
the droppings from their nest and the stench of these is most 
overpowering Four to six eggs are laid as a rule, but as many 
as nine are reported to have been met with occasionally. So 
many young are not always reared and one of these birds has 
been seen droppmg two out of four of its young from the nest, 
presumably to reduce the number of mouths to feed The egg 
is a veiy lengthened oval, pointed at one end and sometimes 
tending to be pointed at the other end also, not glossy, uniformly 
pale greyish-blue or olive-green or olive-browu or any intermediate 
shade, the average size being 24 mm. by 16 5 mm The female bird 
alone incubates the eggs and, especially when the eggs are near 
hatching, scarcely ever leaves them alone for a moment, being 
assiduously tended by the male bird, who brmgs her food continu- 
ally Mr Inglis has seen a male bird, before the breeding season 
had commenced, run up to his mate and present her with an ant-hon 
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Hud-hud, as also tlie English name Hoopoe, are both derived from 
the call of these birds, a gentle UK, UK, UK, UK, UK ”, usually 
uttered when sitting on an exposed branch of a tree, the head being 
depressed until the tip of the beak almost touches the breast, the 
crest at the same time bemg laid flat down This cry should not be 
confounded with the much louder and deeper call of the Crow- 
pheasant 

Hoopoes have been kept in confinement and of course require an 
aviary and not a cage the aviary should have turf laid down, as 
otherwise the bud’s bill gets damaged whilst piobing about for 
insects Butler says “ the best food for it consists largely of soaked 
ants’ cocoons, supplemented by mealwoims, spideis, insects of all 
kmds, and earthwoims” They are said to get very tame in 
captivity 

The Hoopoe is looked on as a favourite because, so the story 
goes, he was King Solomon’s messenger, and he is known as the 
King of Birds fiom the legend of his ciest and crown, which is 
related by the Hon Bobeit Curzon as follows 

In the days of King Solomon, the son of David, who, by the 
virtue of his cabalistic seal, leigned supreme over genii as well as 
men, and who could speak the languages of animals of all kinds, 
all created beings were subservient to his will Now, when the king 
wanted to travel, he made use, for his conveyance, of a carpet of a 
square form This caipet had the property of extending itself to a 
sufficient size to carry a whole army, with the tents and baggage , 
but at other times it could be reduced so as to be only large enough 
for the support of the royal throne, and of those mimsters whose 
duty it was to attend upon the person of the sovereign. Four genu 
of the air then took the four corners of the carpet, and carried it 
with its contents wherever King Solomon desired Once the king 
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When the journey was over, and King Solomon sat upon his golden 
throne, m his palace of ivory, whereof the doors were emerald, and 
the windows of diamonds, larger even than the diamond of Jemshea, 
he commanded that the king of hoopoes should stand before his 
feet. 


“Now ”, said King Solomon, “ for the service that thou and 
thy race have rendered, and the obedience thou hast shown to the 
king, thy lord and master, what shall be done unto thee, 0 hoopoe ^ 
and what shall be given to the hoopoes of thy race, for a memorial 
and a reward ? ” 

Now the king of the hoopoes was confused with the great 
honour of standing before the feet of the king , and making 
his obeisance and laying his right claw upon his heart, he feaid, 
“ 0 king, live for ever l Let a day be given to thy servant, 
to consider with his queen and his counsellors what it shall be 
that the king shall give unto us for a reward”. And King 
Solomon said, “ Be it so” 

And it was so 

But the kmg of the hoopoes flew away , and he went to his 
queen, who was a damty hen, and he told her what had happened, 
and desired her advice as to what they should ask of the king for a 
reward , and he called together his council, and they sat upon a 
tree, and they each of them desired a different thing Some wished 
for a long tail , some wished for blue and green feathers , some 
wished to be as large as ostriches , some wished for one thing, and 
some for another, and they debated till the going down of the sun, 
but they could not agree together Then the queen took the king of 
the hoopoes apart and said to him, “ My dear lord and husband, 
listen to my words , and as we have preserved the head of Kmg 
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until one day he met another man who was a jeweller, and he showed 
him several of the hoopoes’ crowns Whereupon the jeweller told 
him that they were of pure gold, and he gave the fowler a talent of 
gold for four of them. 

Now when the value of these crowns was known, the fame of 
them got abroad, and in all the land of Israel was heard the twang of 
bows and the whirling of slmgs , bird-lime was made in every town, 
and the price of traps rose in the market, so that the fortunes of the 
trapmakers increased Not a hoopoe could show its head but it was 
slam or taken captive, and the days of the hoopoes were numbered 
Then their minds were filled with sorrow and dismay, and before 
long few were left to bewail their cruel destiny 

At last, flying by stealth through the most unfrequented places, 
the unhappy kmg of the hoopoes went to the court of K’mg Solomon, 
and stood again before the steps of the golden throne, and with 
tears and groans related the misfortunes which had happened to his 
race. 

So Kmg Solomon looked kindly upon the kmg of the hoopoes 
and sard unto him, “ Behold, did I not warn thee of thy folly, in 
desiring to have crowns of gold ^ Vanity and pride have been thy 
rum But now, that a memorial may remain of the service which 
thou didst render unto me, your crowns of gold shall be changed 
into crowns of feathers, that ye may walk unharmed upon the 
earth ” Now, when the fowlers saw that the hoopoes no longer 
wore crowns of gold upon their heads, they ceased from the persecu- 
tion of their race , and from that time forth the family of the 
hoopoes have flourished and increased, and have continued in peace 
even to the present day. 
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supposed to be of use m cleauiug the beak and the long rictal 
bristles from the hooked claws of beetles and from the scales of 
moths which have been caught in the mouth. These birds have 
also strongly developed nctal bristles which doubtless assist them 
to obtain insect prey on the wing 

Their noiseless flight is very characteristic and more resembles 
that of a gigantic moth than that of a bird It consists of a few 
quick flappings of the wings alternated with rapid and complicated 
glides and wheels through the air with wings widely extended 
Sometimes the tips of the long wings are brought together above 
the back with an audible smack Its position at rest also makes it 
easy to place a bird as a Nightjar, as it squats down with its whole 
body on the resting surface , also when a Nightjar perches on a 
branch, it sits on it lengthwise, and not across it as other buds do 

Their food consists entirely of insects, largely moths and beetles, 
captured both on the wing and on the ground They may therefore 
be considered as useful birds but hardly occur in sufl&cient numbers, 
as a rule, to do very much good It should be noted, however, 
that the quantity of moths captured and devoured by a smgle bird 
IS astonishingly large 

As already noted, all the Nightjars look very much alike, 
at least when seen at large after nightfall The Common Indian 
Nightjar {Gapnmulgus aaiahcus), distinguished by having distinct 
but narrow black streaks on the back, in combination with an almost 
naked tarsus, occurs commonly throughout most parts of the 
Plains of India, Ceylon and North Burma It appears to be absent 
from the Duars It is found in open and cultivated country, 
groves, gardens and non-forested areas generally and is often seen 
near habitations It occurs commonly in the larger gardens of 
Calcutta and is sometimes known as the “ Ice-bird ”, because its 
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to the next race), south to the north of the Bombay Presidency, 
Central Provinces and Orissa , the Nepal Long-tailed Nightjar 
{Gapimulgus macrourus Jiodgsom) found in Nepal, Sikkim and hills 
of Northern Assam, it is darker below than albononotus and more 
profusely barred 

With regard to our common Bihar race it occurs from the 
Plains to as high as 8,000 feet but usually keeps below 5,000 feet 

Eegardmg its habits. Mi Stiiart-Baker, writing on the Birds of 
North Cachar, gives the following interesting note, which may be 
quoted in extenso “ My house is built on a hill, the garden on 
the steepest side commg up to the very brow of the steep, almost 
precipitous grass slope, leaving room only for a narrow foot-path 
for the servants and hill-people just outside the fence This path- 
way IS the favouiite haunt aftei dusk of this fine Nightjar and I, 
seated motionless on the bank, often have had them approach me 
within a few feet, so near indeed that I have more than once tried 
to catch them, with a short butterfly-net I believe it is not at all 
generally known how much these birds feed on the ground, but 
I have constantly observed them so feeding, and butterflies or 
other large dead insects which were placed near then* favourite 
resting-places were greedily eaten by them Their movements 
on the ground are stronger and quicker than might be expected, 
judging from the formation of their feet, and they lun in exactly 
the same manner as do Martins and Swallows when collecting mud 
for their nests 

A very remarkable trait in this bird is the fact that the 
female will accept the advances of more than one male, but, remark- 
able as it IS, it IS undoubtedly the fact, for on one occasion I was a 
witness of it nor could there be any mistake, for both males were 
present at the same time and within three yards of me. 
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The Nightjars are also known as Goat-suckers, from a popular 
idea that they suck the tmlk of goats . it is hardly necessary to say 
that they do nothing of the kind Vernacular names applied to 
Nightjars generally in India are Chippakoi Chappa, Dah-chun or 
Dabhah (an appropriate name, derived from dahna, to crouch), and 
AndJia-cJmiya (blind bird) Other appropriate names are Kappa- 
pitta (frog bird, Telegu) and PatheJcai (roadside bird, TaiYiil) In 
Burmese it is Hnet-pyin 
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another, before fairly coming out, putting forth its queer little 
round head and staring eyes through the opemng of the cavern. 
After they have emerged they usually sit veiy quietly for a time 
as though only half awake, and are either perfectly silent or 
occasionally utter a low-toned “ chnrk ” Then, all of a sudden, 
they begin to chuckle and finally break out into a perfect torrent 
of hoarse chattermg , and fi.nally, after having indulged in such 
exercises for some minutes, they spread their short, rounded wings 
and sail ofi to their night’s hunting 

However, it does not seem to mind the full blaze and heat 
of the sun, as we have seen it m the early afternoon on a hot April 
day sunning itself with outspread wings on the baie gravel in front 
of the bungalow A pair which have for years iidiabited the bun- 
galow of one of us (C M. I ) may often be seen during the day-time 
either perched on some samhliar’s antlers on the verandah wall or 
else flying with undulating flight to a tree in the garden, usually 
to a tamarind tree, and, after staying there a short time, returning 
to their hole We have also seen them on a drizzly day seated on 
a perch outside, enjoying a shower bath 

It IS one of the bu’ds that hawk termites (white ants, so called) 
along vuth Hollers, etc Mr Stuart-Bakei Avrites that they aie 
great bat hunters, not catching them on the wing but hauling them 
out of their holes , but apparently all these owls do not wage war 
against bats and this habit is perhaps local or confined to a few 
individuals 

It lives chiefly on insects and to a less extent on mice, shrews 
and lizards, its insect prey consisting mostly of beetles and crickets 
In the case of eight birds examined at Pusa by the late Mr C W. 
Mason, of 69 insects taken, one was of a beneficial species, twenty-six 
were neutral and forty-two were injurious Hume mentions a case, 
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highly incubated and one perfectly fresh egg The fluffy young, 
when fledged, are drab-and-white with yellow eyes just like their 
parents and, also like their parents, are exceedingly noisy, each 
member of the family, as Dewar puts it, talkmg gibberish at the 
top of its voice, sixteen to the dozen, and as all will persist in 
speaking at once, the result is a nocturnal chorus that will bear 
comparison with the efforts of the cats which enliven the 
Londoner’s back yard 

Jerdon, quoting Sykes, wiites that “ the Mahrattas have a 
superstition regarding this species, and a class of people called 
P^ngleh live on the credibility of the people by pretending to consult 
it and predict events ” Jerdon also says that this Owlet is used 
by some shikans to catch small birds It is pegged out near a low 
bush, the branches of which have been smeared with bird-lime, 
so that any small birds that come to mob it settle on the bush 
and are caught on the limed twigs. It is, however, noticeable 
that this Owl does not seem to be molested by birds, as other larger 
Owls are, probably because it is more at home in daylight 
and so does not attract notice by the blundering flight assumed 
by other Owls when they venture out by day Its flight is 
indeed far from a blundering one and, in the Bombay Natural 
History Society’s Journal, Mr G- 0 Allen has called attention 
to its occasional habit of hovering , this we have also noticed 
at times and it is probably assumed when watching some small 
prey which has emerged from its burrow 

Besides the North Indian form two other geographical races 
of this species occur within Indian limits , these are the Southern 
Spotted Owlet {Athene brama brama), found in Southern India 
below 14° North latitude , the Burmese Spotted Owlet {Athene 
brama pulchra) found in Central and Southern Burma , the Forest 
Spotted Owlet {Athene blewitti) has no races and is found in forest 
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as seen m tlie right-hand figure of our Plate , these nuptial pinnies 
are orange-coloured on the head and neck, those on the back 
orange-buff varying to pinkish or brownish buff In Bihar this 
plumage is assumed in April, but in the case of one colony which was 
breeding on some mango trees in August there were ]ust as many 
birds in the pure white as in the usual breeding plumage 

Before legislation took place this Egret suffered the same 
fate as those with more valuable plumes, but now it appears to be 



Cattle Egret (m winter plumage) 

much less molested It is protected by law throughout the whole 
year in the Central Provinces, Bombay, Bihar and Orissa, United 
Provinces, Delhi, Madras, Burma, and Assam. 

As noted above, the Cattle Egret is a social bird at normal 
times, contrary to the habit of most Herons during the non-breedmg 
season, and it is probable that this social trait is the direct result 




EXPLANATIONS OF FIGURES OF BIRDS’ EGGS 


Plate 

Fig 1 Jungle Ckow 
„ 2 House-Cbow 

„ 3 Koel 

„ 4 Bengal Tree-Pie 

„ 5 Bengal Jungle-Babbler 

„ 6 Bengal Red-vented Bulbul 

„ 7 Drongo 

„ 8 Tailor-bird 

„ 9 Black-headed Oriole 

„ 10 Myna 

„ 11 Koel 

„ 12 Pied Myna 

„ 13 Paradise Fly-catcher 

„ 14 Magpie-Robin 

„ 15 Weaver-bird 
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„ 17 White-eye 

„ 18. Purple Honey-sucker 
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Smooth, dull grey-green, blotched with 
dark fuscous and dirty orange-brown 
Smooth, pale bluish, blotched and 
speckled with dirty brown 
Smooth, dull olive-green, blotched with 
dull orange-brown and purplish- 
brown From nest of House-Crow 
Smooth, pale bluish-white, faintly 
blotched with very pale orange 
browm 

Very glossy greyish-blue 
Smooth, pmkish-white, blotched with 
red-brown 

Smooth, dull white, blotched with 
orange-brown and blackish 
Whitish, blotched with dull orange- 
brown 

Glossy white with slight pinkish tinge, 
blotched with purplish-brown 
Pale blue From nest in which Koel’s 
egg (11) was deposited 
Dull grey-gieen, blotched with red- 
brown This egg was deposited in 
the nest of a Myna, a very unusual 
occurrence 

Dull pale-blue, glossy 
Dull white, smooth, with brownish-red 
and dull purplish-brown spots 
Smooth, glossy, pale grey- blue, spotted 
with reddish-browu 
Colour dull white 

Smooth, pale greyish-white, blotched 
with dull purplish-brown and pur- 
plish-black. 

Smooth, dull bluish-white 
Smooth, whitish, speckled with dull 
purplish-grey 

) 
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PREFACE 


' I 'HIS series of papers dealing witE some of tlie more common of 
our Indian Birds first appeared m tlie Agricultural Journal of 
India during tiie years 1919-1924 and liad its mception in tlie 
desue to help tlie recognition of the more important birds, from 
the agricultural view-pomt, by tbe issue of a series of coloured 
plates There was considerable difficulty m gettmg this done as 
work of this nature requires an artist who is also an ormthologist , 
otherwise, the work produced is likely to be untrue to nature 
This combmation of qualities was unattainable for some time 
and the scheme had perforce to be laid aside for some years 
until jVli C. M Inglis, a well-known worker on Indian Ornithology 
for many years past, visited Pusa and showed me some of his 
sketches of birds and insects These indicated that hli Inglis 
was in a position to provide us with the coloured plates required 
and, on proposing this to him, he readily fell in with the idea. 
The mam share of such popularity as these papers have achieved 
during their progress in the Agncultuml Journal of India has 
been due, I am sure, to the excellent series of plates printed 
from Mr Inglis’ origmal paintings My share has been to 
provide some appropriate letterpress and, in this reissue of the 
papers, to provide the uncoloured illustrations, most of which 
have been prepared by my artists rbrectly from specimens or have 
been copied from original photographs or, m a few cases, from 
previous books on Indian Bu’ds. 

In the original issue we were forced to publish the articles 
without any regard to systematic order but just as the plates 
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Birds, to recognize and hence to take an interest in those comTnoner 
species which are to be met with in practically all parts of the country 
There must be many in India, both Indians and Europeans, 
residents and visitors, who derive deep, albeit simple, joy from 
watching the habits of the wild bnd-life which can be seen at any 
season of the year in every compound in the country, but who have 
often felt themselves debarred fiom such pleasures by their want of 
knowledge of the birds concerned their names and what is already 
known about them For such leadeis, in particular, this little book 
IS intended In Western countries, where every kind of bird is 
well known and where cheap and well-illustrated books on birds 
are readily obtainable, observers of wild biid-life are numbered 
by the hundred and an immense mass of information has been 
accumulated on the occurrence and habits of all the native buds 
In India, houever, except for the veiy small numbei who may be 
dubbed ormthologists, such observers are themselves mice cues , 
yet India offeis an immense field for observation of this sort I 
do not lefer to the meie collecting of skins and nests and eggs ; 
nor must the epithet “ mere ” be taken to imply dispaiagement 
of scientific advance in these duections But theie is no locality 
in India in which veiy useful observations cannot be made on 
even our commonest lands of birds. Take the following points 
for instance Many of our bnds are local migrants : on what dates 
in each locality do they appear and leave again ^ In what nests 
do the local Cuckoos deposit their eggs and how do they accomplish 
this 2 What IS the normal food of our common birds and what 
natural causes keep them in check ^ Such questions, and many 
others, can only be answered by local observers, not in one place or 
in one year, but m many localities throughout the country. All 
accurate observations, then, on bird-life will be valuable in propor- 
tion to their number, provided of course that they are accessible 
This implies publication for which there is no lack of facilities m 
India it IS only necessary to quote, as one example, the Journal 
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THE JUNGLE-CROW 


[Corvm macro) Jiijnclios) 

' I ’HE “ country cousin ” of the House-Ciow is the Jungle-Ciow 
■■■ wliicli, although it seem'? to jprefei a Dwfassil life, is often 
seen, like human countiy-folk, in laige towns to which it comes on 
a shorter or longer visit or in which it is fieqiiently a fieimanent 
dw’eller The House-Ciow and the Jungle-Ciow' are the only two 
crows found conmionly distributed in the Plains of India and aie 
easily distinguishable, the House-Ciow being a smaller bird with a 
grey neck, the Jungle-Crow being largei, wuth a hcaviei bill and 
black neck There are three forms of Ihucn rvhich may be distm- 
guished by their much larger si/e 'J’Jie Punjab Raven is common 
m the Punjab and ISToi tli-West FionUei Province and found in 
Sind, the United Provinces, Bombay and stiaggles laielv as far as 
Central India. The Brown-necked species is found in Sind and 
Baluchistan and tlie Tibetan one, the largest of the three, only 
occurs in high regions in Kashmir, Sikkim, etc The Eastern 
Carrion-Crow has intensely black plumage, occuis in Kashmn and 
Tibet and descends as low as Bannu in the North-West Frontier 
in winter The Eastern Rook, wliicli is also somewhat like the 
Jungle-Ch’ow but has a more slender bill, the base of which is baie 
of feathers in adult birds, and the lower plumage intensely glossed 
with blue and pur*ple, is found along the North-West Fioiitier 
and often does considerable good by feeding on grasshoppers and 
other insects on cultivated land. The Eastern Hooded Crow, 
which has the back of the neck and lower plumage, except central 
part of the breast, dr’ab-grey, is only found, commonly, as a rvmter 
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habits in pait of its habitat Wlieieas it is usually found far away 
fiom human habitations, even m the Avilds of Sikkim at 13,000 ft , 
yet ill Daijeelmg it is a common bud light in the station But 
it IS the Noithern Inchaii Jungle-Ciow, m paiticulai, that is 
changing its habits fiom a wild to a semi-domesticaied life, it 
IS usually found within easy distance of human habitations, even, 
sometimes, bleeding m our compounds, wheie an easiei living is 
obtainable, eithei by open scavenging oi by following agricultural 
operations such as ploughing or iiiigating When such aie going on, 
this crow soon discoveis the fact and congregates, with many other 
buds, folloAVing the plough and picking up insects exposed by the 
turning of the soil, and also feeding on insects di’iven out by 
irrigation watei This crow also attends cattle, picking ticks off 
the ammals and also feeding on dung-beetles attracted to then 
exciement Othei animal food taken under uon-scavengmg 
conditions includes caterpillais, beetles, grasshoppers, etc , centi- 
pedes, worms, frogs and lizards The Jungle-Crow is very fond 
of flogs and lizards and, like the Ilouse-Ciow, apparently often 
worries them to death and then does not eat them Young 
chickens, pigeons and even kids aie sometimes treated m the 
same way The young and eggs of other buds aie always eaten, 
if opportumty occurs, and this propensity is so well known 
that, should it venture into or near the tiee containing their 
nests, this crow is vehemently hustled away by such birds as 
Drongos and Black-headed Orioles Caicasses of animals aie 
fed on and a corpse floating down a iiver is usually attended by 
some of these black ghouls Vegetable food, however, seems to 
be taken far iij. excess of animal and many crops are attacked to a 
destructive extent Maize, especially in the case of early crops or 
under garden cultivation, suffers considerably and in Madias this 
croAv also damages ripening paddy It is also fond of ground-nuts 
and, m many districts where this crop is grown, coolies with 
slings have to be employed as bird-scaiers. When m season, the 
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The JnT\gle*Crow seems to be much less claumsh than his 
grey-necked relation, which is kept m its pioper place when the 
two species enter into competition for food It is also less giega- 
rious and m the mofiissil each pan has often its own particular area 
from which it excludes all other ciows The bieedmg season is 
very variable accoidmg to locality, usually from January to Apiil, 
carliei in the South and latei ui the Noith The nest, which is 
placed m a high tiee, is a well-made cup of small, flexible twigs, 
compactly mtermixed with leaves or softer material, and Imed 
with glass or han The usual number of eggs is thiee to five, raiely 
moie, the egg bemg about 40 by 29 mm , and spotted, as shown m 
our Plate, with dull led or blown on a giound-colour o± bluish-gieen 
An mteiestmg point about the eggs of the different laces of the 
Jungle-Crow is that they aie very distinctive, moie so possibly 
than the bnds themselves Like the House-Ciow, this species is 
also parasitized by the Koel and by the Muscid fly, Passeiomyia 
heterochwta 

In Indian folk-loie the ciow often acts as a messenger and 
IS supposed to announce approachmg visitors Chows are also 
often fed as a propitiation to spnits and, when a child is sick, crons 
and othei birds may be bought by its mother and female relatives 
and released as a propitiation The ciow is geneially regarded as 
a type of knavery and mfeiioiity in short, as a wicked lascal. 
The local vernacular name for this crow in North Bihar is Kag, 
that for the House-Crow bemg Kowa. 

The Jungle-Crow must not be confused with its near relative, 
the House-Crow, “ of whom next ”, as the genealogists have it. 




THE INDIAN HOUSE-CROW 

{Corvus splendens) 

/^F tlie Myna, tlie subject of a later paper, it has been said that 
'^it needs little introduction, but tbe subject of our present paper 
needs none at all, as it positively thrusts itself into notice and, 
especially in towns, is the most familiar (in the literal sense of this 
word) of all Indian wild birds From early dawn to dewy eve the 
House-Ciow IS with us, resting somewhere handy to swoop down on 
any edible morsel and making day hideous with its raucous voice 
as it relates its misdeeds, which are as black as itself One feels 
tempted to stop here and leave our Plate to speak foi itself Is 
not the House-Crow at hand to speak for himself ^ Si exemplum 
1 eqiw IS, circumspice And has he not been treated of at considerable 
length by many able wnteis on Indian buds Lockwood Kipling, 
Finn, Cunningham, Aitken, Dewar, Stuart-Baker and others ^ 
Dewar has even devoted a whole volume to “ The Indian Crow his 
Book ”, which IS a signal mark of esteem, as few wild Indian animals 
have been so honoured indeed, I can only thmk at the moment of 
two others, the tigei, on whose life-story Eardley "Wilmot wrote a 
book, and the Sperm-Whale, whose domgs are chiomcled in 
Melville’s Moby DicL and Bullen’s C‘)uise of the Cachalot It seems 
therefore rather a work of supererogation to add to the literatme 
on this bird, nor is it possible to compress into a short article the 
mass of material available. 

The House-Crow needs little description, being deep glossy-black 
except for the nape, ear-coverts, the whole head, upper back and 
breast, which are light ashy-brown The black portions of the 
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wanting in the odorous precincts of the obscure village innocent of 
all conservancy Kodaikanal is the only town known to me where 
crows are not In large towns, where natural enemies are few 
and food plentiful, the crow has an easy life, increases in numbers 
and waxes impudent, but m the mofussil he has a rather harder time 
and wears a more subdued look At Pusa, for example, there are 
always a few of these crows hanging around the bungalow, but 



House Crow 


they hardly ever make a nuisance of themselves as they do in 
towns. 

The House-Crow malces an easy living by its almost omnivorous 
habits In the neigliboiiihood of houses, it is essentially a garbage- 
eater and a picker-up of unconsideied trifles m the way of scraps of 
human food, cooked or uncooked, and preferably acquired by thelt 
For the crow is not only an outcast scavenger but a thief, delighting 
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To vary the poet slightly, \ ery brief observation of his doings soon 
shows 

“That for \va>d that arc dark. 

And for tricks that are \am, 

The Ifou-jc Crow u highlv peculiar. 

Which the same I arn free to main tain 

A liking for mischief for its own sake seems part of a crow’s 
nature and this may be expies-sed liy pulling up garden plants or 
digging up iiew'ly sowui seeds, oi even by picking oil llow'eis, or 
carrying oil biightly-eolouied objects, or vei} fiequeiitly ly taking 
a delight m w'oi lying other bird's and animals for no apparent 
reason whatevei Kobbeiy is usually at the bottom of this, as when 
crows worry such animals as kitcb or dogs but pure iiiisthief often 
seems coiiceiiied rather tJiaii a desiie for food An ow 1 abroad m the 
daytime is alwa}S fan game for iiow^ and a Miake whuli \entures 
into the open is also often mobbed by nows and other buds such 
as Diongos and ]\r} luis Li/aids, sm h .is Cdlotc"), .ue often woiiied 
by ciows and m his 'ihihcs on my Ftonhvr Aitken g»\es .in amusing 
account of an oiduieiKe of this natme, but a li/.iid oi fiog may 
sometimes be woiiied to de.ith .iiid tlieii left iine.iten, sliowing tliat 
the attack on it is not piompted 1>\ huiigei 'I’lic i iow'’s intelligence 
IS also shown by the oitasional liolding of pantliaijut->, when all 
the crows of the neighboiiihood g.ithei together and \ociferously 
discuss some point of (ommon mteiest, sometimes apparently the 
uncorvme conduct of one iiuli\idiial ciow' who is theieafter set 
upon by the rest and pecked to death or on toasted Usually a 
crow^ winch is damaged m any w'ay is w'oiried to death by rts 
fellow's. Yet the crow' w'lll ceiLuuily rescue a friend m distress 
if lie can and will not licsitate to .sliow' his mdigiiatioii against 
tlie cause of siiileiing to his ow'ii coinrade.s 'I'hc crow is also a good 
husb.aiid and a lender parent, devoted to his lepiilsive nestlings, in 
wliose defence lie w'lll not liesilule to attack even man at times 

The ilouse-Ciow' nests at the begiuiimg ot the hot w^eather. 
In Calcutta building commences about h’ebiuary, but in some parts 



THE HOtrSE-CROW 


13 


with a veiy long tail, whilst the female Koel is glossy black-brown, 
spotted and barred with white Both combine to achieve their 
end of depositing an egg in the crows’ nest, and they do this in a 
very mterestmg way Ciows seem to hate the sight of the Koel, 
which takes advantage of this fact The male Koel flies up to the 
crows’ nest and attracts the crows to chase him away, a pursuit m 
which he is quite safe as he is faster on the wing, the Koel taking 
care to lead the crows after him as far as possible Meanwhile, 
as soon as the coast is clear, the female Koel slips into the deserted 
nest and deposits an egg, after which she flies off again vnth a 
triumphant cry of “ Kuil, Kml, Kml ”, as a signal that the deed 
has been done, whereupon the male Koel shakes off his pursuers 
and leaves them to return to their nest Whether the female Koel 
destroys any of the crows’ eggs before depositing her own is not 
certam but this is probably the case In any case, the crows do not 
detect the difference, as they seem to be incapable of counting 
Whether the female Koel actually lays the egg in the nest is also 
uncertain, but it is more probable that she lays it elsewhere and then 
transports it in her mouth until she obtains access to the nest 

Apparently the crows are so pleased with themselves at the 
successful hatching of the eggs that they are indifferent to the 
nature of their strange nestlings At any rate, they appear to 
be fond of their foster-children Aitken relates that on one 
occasion he saw “ a pair of crows feeding a clamorous young 
Koel, together with its foster-brother, their own child It was 
hungry and clamorous too, but the Koel appeared to be the 
favourite with the parents ” The newly-hatched crow nestling 
is such an abominably ugly little brute that perhaps it is 
excusable to suppose that even its own parents may prefer a young 
Koel Be this as it may, they certainly watch ovei their 
young with assiduous care and the nest is never left unguarded 
for a moment, each parent taking its turn to go out and forage. 
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[Dcmhocitta iiifa) 

' I ’HE tine Glows, as anyone may observe, Jiave tails w’lucli 
A are much slioiter than their Wings, but many membeis ol the 
great Ciow family have tails much longer than then wniigs, and this 
latter gioup includes the ilagpies and Tiee-Pies, of w'luch a dozen 
species of the lattei occur within our limits, mostly in the Hill 
Distiicts of hTorthern India We confine ourselves to those buds 
with blown ciowuis and rufous abdomens The Tiee-Pie, however, 
IS rather a bud of the Plains, w'here it is sufliciently common to be 
a familiar object in most huge guldens, although its cuiiously 
metallic cry, rather like the loud scpieak fiom a lusty gate-hiiige, 
if one may imagine a mellilluous scpieak, ib usually more evident 
than the appeaiance of the bird itself. Its most usual call is a 
sound w'Aich may be written koL-li, koi-li, but it has a great vaiiety 
of notes, many of them charmingly melodious in cluiiacter, otheis 
merely hoarse chattering volleys of sound 8o fai as appeaiance 
goes, the Tiee-Pie can hardly be mistaken for any other bird found 
commonly m the Plains, being about eighteen inches long, of w'hich 
twm-thiids IS tail, the bill black, the head, neck and breast sooty- 
biowm, the body chestnut-iedclish, wuth some silver-giey on the 
wangs, and the long tail greyish, darkest at the base and bioadly 
tipped with black. Dining flight the tail is spiead out and, as the 
tail-featheis are unequal m length, the middle feathers being the 
longest and the others decreasing in length to the outer pair, which 
are only about half the length of the middle ones, the expanded 
tail gives this bird a curious appearance when on the wing Like 
many other birds, the Tree-Pie has split up into several local races, 
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a vegetable feeder, tbougb. it does not apparently damage crops or 
planted seeds It takes a vaiiety of weed seeds and fruits of all 
kinds including all tbe common species of Ftcus, he) fiuit {Zizyplms 
jiijuha), mulbeiiies, Sissu seeds, etc Of cultivated fruits, when 
they are m season, it takes peaches, loquats, plantains, etc., and 
besides eatmg the fruit on the trees it will often knock ofi a 
considerable amount moie. Not only does it thus damage the fruit, 
but it also bi eaks off small branches (which often contain fruit buds) 
of biittle-wooded vaiieties of trees when it alights on them, and 
IS theiefoie not to be desired m a carefully kept orchard Leaves 
and buds of various soits aie also eaten, but apparently only of 
wild plants. The Tiee-Pie’s insect food is very varied, but 
undoubtedly some pieference is shown to caterpiUars, principally 
Geometrids and some other smooth vaiieties I have never known 
it touch a hany one to beetles, which are mostly Tenebiionids, and 

to a less extent to the common wasp, Polistes lieh ceus It 

does not as a general lule take ciickets ” It is fond of silk-worm 
catei’pillars and, when it can obtain access to these, may be a 
nuisance to silk-woim leaiers. The food, however, is very varied 
and one’s impiession is that it is moie largely of an ammal nature 
than Mr. Mason’s lecoids mdicate Lizards and spiders are greatly 
relished and a Tree-Pie will often make a legulai practice of hunting 
aiound the verandah of a bungalow in the early morning to snap 
up any lizards or spiders which may be recovering from a surfeit 
on the insects attracted to the hghts the night before IVIr D’Abreu 
examined at Nagpur a bird whose stomach contained a mouse, a 
Buprestid beetle, a caterpillar and two Pentatomid bugs, and at 
Pusa I have seen one carrying a veiy faii-sized snake which I 
managed to make the bud drop and found it to be a Rhabdophs 
stolatus, upwards of two feet long , the snake when rescued was 
alive and active but bore marks of the bud’s mandibles and would 
undoubtedly have been eaten. The Tree-Pie is also a confirmed 
robber of the nests of other birds, especially of doves, stealing and 
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whilst in the United Provinces the salmon-coloured type prepon- 
derates Both parents assist in nest-buildmg and m feeding the 
young and both are also said to take pait m incubating the eggs 
The young birds are fed almost entnely on caterpillars and perhaps 
also on fruit to some extent 

The Tree-Pie has not been given legal protection in any part of 
India Apparently it is consideied well able to look after itself. 
Bemg conspicuous, it lejoices in vaiious names in different parts of 
the country , Stuart-Baker states that the Bengal lace is called 
Bobabnk by Europeans, but this name belongs rightly to an 
American bud and I have never heaid it used ni India, although 
it IS to some extent descriptive of the Tiee-Pie’s note, m North 
Bihar the local vernacular name is Jcokaya, in Bengal it is also called 
Ju}tn, tahka-clior and handi-chaclia, in North Cachar kash-Jmrslii, 
in ^ssam khola-klioa, in Hmdi-speakmg aieas 77iaJia-lat, at Lucknow 
mutn, m Smd mahtah and chand, and m Telugu-speakmg districts 
gokumyi and Jcond-kah-gada. It ■will be noted that many of these 
vernacular names are also expressive of the various calls uttered 
by this bird. 
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THE JUNGLE-BABBLER OR “ SEVEN SISTERS * 

{Turdoides terncolor) 

' I ^HE subject of our present article rejoices in several names. 

* In tbe new edition of the Fauna volume on Birds it is called 
tbe Bengal Jungle-Babbler {Turdoides terncolor terncolor) whereas 
it was referred to in the former edition as the Jungle-Babbler 
{Crateropus canorus), and it is also known as the Bengal Babbler, 
the Seven Sisters, Chatarhia (in Bengal), Pengya-maina (in the 
United Provinces), Kutcli-hatclna (m Bihar), Pedda-Sida (m Telugu) 
and as Sat Bliai, Jangh-Khyr and Ghongliai in Hmdustam-speaking 
areas Of these' names, the popular names, “ Seven Sisters ” or 
B/m, and the scientific nams, Ciateropus canorus, are the best 
known applied to this bird, which is sufficiently common every where 
to be a familiar object in all shrubberies of compounds in Noithern 
India north of a line drawn loughly from Orissa to Bombay As 
its specific name implies, it is an earthy-coloured bird, a very little 
larger than a Myna with a long tail and a generally untidy look 
about it, which goes about in small flocks in shrubby places, 
hopping along over the ground and turning over dead leaves in 
search of food In Southern India it is represented by the 
Southern Jungle-Babbler {Turdoides terncolor malahancus) which 
differs from the northern bird in being much darker both above 
and below, most noticeably so on the chin, throat, breast and 
flanks The feathers are also darker edged, which shows up more 
vividly the central pale streaks on the shaft of the feather, these 
streaks being mdistinct m the northern race. In North-Western 
India there is a third race, the Sind Jungle-Babbler {T. terncolor 
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THE JXJNGLE-BABBLEE OE “ SEVEN SISTEES 

such, places an observer will soon come across a small party of 
rather bediaggled-loohmg dusty-brown buds, rustlmg about in 
long hops amongst the dead leaves and heepmg up a ceaseless 
gabble of conversation as they follow one another about, turning 
over the fallen leaves and twigs and peeling and prying beneath 
them for insects, snails and worms. Whilst busy -among the 
leaves they always seem to have an am of dread of finding somethmg 
teriifymg concealed under them and are constantly leapmg mto 
the an* and startmg backwaid, and yet all the time seem to be 
m the height of spirits Although the flock often consists of about 
half-a-dozen mdividuals, the number is not necessarily seven and 
may at times exceed twenty, and why they should be known 
paiticularly as the Seven Sisters is not especially obvious Seven 
is of course a sacred number smce Babyloman times, signifying 
especially the seven planets (the five planets then known together 
with the snn and moon), whence the number of days m our modern 
week, and the number as applied to these little parties of birds 
possibly signifies completeness Be this as it may, the number is 
not always seven, as Sir Edwm Arnold observed when referimg to 
this bird m his Light of Asia 

“ The nme bro^vn sisteis chattered in the thorn.” 

As regards the second part of the name, as Stuait-Baker well 
puts it, “ their sisteihood or brotheihood they show by the manner 
m which each mdividual resents any interfeience from outside 
to any of the paity yet retains full hberty to aigue, disagree and 
fight with any one or all of the other six In cases wheie one 
member of the party has been seized by a tramed hawk, the others 
have been known to rush to its assistance and even to rescue it from 
the hawk The bond of umon resultmg from their social habits 
seem'? so strong that on the escape from the cage of one mdividual 
of a party kept in captivity it has been known to do its best to get 
m agam without further thought of escape With legaid to this 
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from the ground and fly upwards into a tree. When m trees, these 
birds run along the branches in single file, often hopping over 
one another as they go, and run up and down the tree-trunks, 
clingmg to the bark with great agility even when the surface 
is nearly vertical The prehensile power of their feet is not 
only of use when climbmg but also of assistance m hoWing 
food 


The “ Seven Sisters ”, as would be expected from its terrestrial 
habits, is rather a mixed feeder, subsisting laigely on insects, small 
lizards, frogs, worms, etc , which it finds amongst and under dead 
leaves and also on wild fruits which always seem to be picked up off 
the ground. 

The late Mr C W Mason examined the stomachs of tliirty-six 
birds at Pusa and found the contents to consist largely of fig and her 
fruits mixed with a gieat variety of insects and weed seeds, with an 
occasional frog, spider or centipede The food is obtained in jungly 
or shrubby places, and cultivated areas or crops seem to be rarely 
visited and this only when there are large trees or jungle close by. 
The nestlings are fed principally on caterpillars, with a few beetles 
and an occasional cricket or grasshopper From an economic point 
of view, therefore, this bird may be regarded as beneficial to the 
farmer. 

The generally untidy appearance of this bird seems to extend 
to its nestmg habits, the nest being a loose untidy cup, often com- 
posed of aerial roots of fig trees, and placed about twenty feet above 
the ground in the boughs of small trees or shrubs At times, the 
nest may be placed much lower down The structure of the nest is 
often so loosely woven that, when the bird is not sitting, the sky 
can be seen through it from below The nesting season is any 
time between March and September but mostly either just before 
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SOME BULBULS 


{Molpastes sp ) 

W rrH regaid to tlieir populai names whicii are so ■well known 

and firmly establislied that it is difficult to dislodge tkem from 

general use, many ammals Lave acquired titles wliicli are perkaps 

more descriptive tlian correct Suck, for example, are tke wkite 

ant ”, wkick is not an ant and not always wkite, and tke “ black 

beetle ”, wkick is not a beetle and not necessarily as black as tke 

popular idea pamts it. Many similar mstances mjgkt be quoted and 

in tkis con-nection it is difficult to resist tke temptation to refer to 

tke dictionary wkick defined a lobster as “ a little red fisk wkick 

swims sideways ” , wkereas of course a lobster is not a fisk, it is not 

red until it has been boiled, and it does not swim sideways Owing 

to a similar confusion of ideas or terms tke Indian Bulbuls kave 

ackieved a somewkat spurious reputation as exquisite birds of song 

Both in Eastern and m European poetry tke bulbul is frequently 

referred to as a delightful singing bird, and tke dweller in India may 

well wonder wky tke Indian Bulbul does not live up to its reputation 

Tke fact seems to be tkat tke Indian Bulbul is not tke same bird as 

\ 

tke bulbul referred to m Persian poetry as tke lover of tke lose and 
wkick IS leally a nigktmgale Our Indian Bulbuls kave okeerful 
notes but tkey are not exactly mgktmgales. 

Nearly seventy Bulbuls are found 'witbm Indian limits, of 
wkick eleven belong to tke genus Molpastes. Tke first eigkt of 
tkese, however, are now usually placed together as representing a 
single species, Molpastes cafer, divided mto several geographical 
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Bulbnl QrloVpasies leucogenys leucoiis) occurs in Sind, Catclij Gnzerat, 
Bajpntana, Punjab, XorTb-\\*est Provinces, south to Central Tnilia 
and east to Jbanq^ Saugor a^id Hosbangabad ; Hume’s Wliite- 
eared Bulbul Qlolpastes leucogenys huralt) occurs in a small area 
round Jhebim, Attock, Bannu and Kobat, on tbe eiireme Xortb- 
\\'e5t Prontier. Tbeir babits are tbe same as those of other Bulbnls. 

These birds are more often found m garden^? than in the open 
couniry and usually occur in pairs, although sometimes parties of 
liplf a dozen or more may be seen together. They frequent trees and 
bushes and are rarely seen on the ground, for progress on tvliich their 
short legs are not adapted. In the evenm-a they often take up a 
perch on a iv.ig at the top of a lovr tree and thence make short 
upvrard fbgnts into the air^ returning again to the same perch ; 
Cnnningham states that such flights at hrst suggest the pursuit of 
some dyiug in=ect, but ... in reality (are) merely the expression of 
exuberant nervous energy that is tvorked on by acnve exercise and 
the utterance of pleasant httle songs Thi=; may be so at times, but 

I incline to think that the capture of supper in the shape of some 
ijfi.pl] inject on the lug is usually the object of these short flights, as 
m?ny shipII injects are flying at that time and other birds, such as 
Droncros. mav be seen catching them at the same time and in the 
s«me tray, although it is dimcult to see vrhat it actually is that they 
catch. In one of his poems Sit Edvrin -Arnold ..rites of 

M jT-a. Ezlbal, -‘T o i the jcTicIIsd 

pud certainly at times the Bed-vented Bulbul may be seen to 
catch and eat butterflies, principally species of CaiopsUia, and, 
although its diet is a varied one^ insects ionn a large proportion 
of It. The late 0. ilason mvestigated the stomach contents of 
thifL^ -seven birds at Pusa and found them to contain 129 insects, of 
which 96 were clp==ed as injurious and 30 as of neutral value. 
Afr. D’Abreu al^o at Xagpur fonnd the diet to be a m^^ture of 
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The Bulbul is comparatively an easy bird to keep in confinement, 
as its diet is a mixed one It is often kept as a pet by Indians and 
it IS not unusual to meet a proud owner going for a stroll, carrying a 
Bulbul on a little crutched stick which, in the case of wealthy people, 
IS sometimes made of jade or one of the precious metals We regret 
to add that one of the attractions of the Bulbul as a pet is its ready 
pugnacity, which is accentuated, when it is desired to make two 
birds fight, by starvmg them beforehand and then showing both a 
morsel of food, whereupon, as a hungry Bulbul will naturally 
resent competition regal ding food-supply, a fight is apt to ensue 
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rilE BENGAL RED-WIILSKERED BULBUL 
(.Olnromp^a joco%a cmerui) 


THE RED-WHISKERED BULBUL 

ifitocomfsa jocosa) 

' I ‘‘HE Red-wliiskerecl Bulbuls are of wide distribution reacbing 
A from India to Cbina. Five races are found in India The 
Bengal Red-whiskered Bulbul {Olocom'psa jocosa emeria) has the 
upper parts rich ruddy brown, an interrupted blacklsh-bro^vn band 
across the breast and white tips to the tail feathers , it extends 
over a large area, over the Himalayas across to Bhutan and Eastern 
Assam, Bengal, the northern portion of Orissa and the North 
Chin and Kachm Hills in Burma , the Kumaon race {Otoconvpsa 
jocosa provinciahs), which differs from the Bengal one in the paler 
coloration of the upper paits, is found in the Valley of Nepal, 
Umted Provinces and Bihar ; w e may here say that w'e found it 
very rarely in parts of Noith Bihar , the j\radras lace {Otocompsa 
jocosa fuscicaudata) lias the upper plumage dullei brown and the 
band across the breast complete or nearly so and also has no wdiite 
tips to the tail , it occurs over most of Southern India, south of the 
langes of the last two races, with the exception of j\[ount Abu and 
the neighbouring areas of Rajputana (Ajnicie, Nasiiabad) , the 
Mount Abu race {Otocompsa jocosa ahuensis) differs from the 
previous one in the extieme paleness of its coloration both above 
and below and the gorget across the breast is, however, pale in 
colour and interrupted in the centie , it is confined to Mount Abu 
and the neighbouring areas of Rajputana (Ajmeie, Nasirabad) , 
the Burmese race {Otocompsa jocosa peguerms) is like the Madras 
race but has white tips to the tail , it is found over most of Burma 
and m the Andamans and Nicobais. 
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THE MAGPIE-ROBIN OR DAYAL 


(Copsychtts saiilai is) 

I iERSISTBNT PESSIMISTS aie wont to say that m India 
* the most gorgeous flowers have no scent and that the bnds 
have no song, but the Magpie-Robm, with many other buds, 
gives the lie to the latter part of this assertion, as the cock 
bird has a fine range of melody which is heard especially in 
the Spring This is one of our most familiar buds occurrmg 
commonly, but never m laige numbers, in every gaiden and 
cultivated area thioughout the whole of Contmental India and 
Burma and Ceylon, being especially a bird of the Plains, although 
it ascends the Himalayas to a height of about 6,000 feet The 
cock is a perlry-looking bud, rather smaller than a Bulbul, glossy 
black with its lower parts sharply maiked off in white, a Avhite 
bar on the iving and the outer tail-feathers white , it runs along 
the ground after insects and has a habit of elevating its tail 
perpendicularly at the end of its run. The hen bird is marked much 
like her mate but shows gieyish-brown in her plumage where 
his IS black. The sexes pan for life and are commonly found in 
gardens, their habits being very robm-like. They are rather 
pugnacious birds, a pan generally keeping the whole of a garden 
to themselves, and the hens are, as Finn observes, of much more 
retirmg habits than their mates. According to Hodgson, these birds 
are caged for fighting purposes . “ Fighting these tame birds is a 
favourite amusement with the nch (in Nepal), nor can any race of 
game cocks combat with more energy and resolution than do these 
birds ”. 
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parents assist in building the nest and in incubating tbe eggs In 
tbe Plains tbe nest is usually composed of roots, grass, fibres and 
feathers, but m the Hills moss and lichens are largely used, the nest 
being saucer-shaped, broad and shallow, four or five mches m 
diameter with a central depression about an inch m depth , m any 
case, it IS ahvays put together very loosely and roughly Prve 
IS the usual number of eggs laid, but we have seen as few as only 
two mcubated ones, and the eggs are typically oval, neither very 
broad nor very narrow, averagmg about 22 mm long by 17 mm. 
broad, the ground colour varymg from greemsh, greenish-white, 
to pale sea-green or delicate pale, only sbghtly greenish-blue, but 
they are generally all strealfily blotched and mottled with different 
shades of brownish-red, sometimes thinly and sometimes so 
extensively as to leave but little of the ground colour visible, and 
in all cases the markings are most numerous at the larger end of 
the egg, on which they commonly form a conspicuous irregular 
mottled cap We have taken one clutch of a pale greenish-blue 
without a single mark on any of the eggs. The eggs in the same 
clutch vary very largely in the markings. 

Our Plate gives a good idea of the typical race, the cock bird 
on the right and the hen on the left, the butterfly represented 
bemg Cokas ooceus Jieldi, which occurs commonly all along the 
Himalayas, penetratmg into the Plains in the cold weather The 
typical race, according to Stuart-Baker, is found over “ the whole 
of India except extreme South-West Travancore, Burma to South 
Tenasserim, Shan States, Yunnan and China” 

In the south of Burma this bird is represented by a local race 
(sub-species), the Malay Magpie-Eobin {CopsycJius saitlans ^nusicns), 
found in the extreme south of Peninsular Burma, south of Siam, 
Malay Peninsula to Java, Sumatra and Borneo, according to 
Stuart-Baker, in Ceylon and possibly extreme South Travancore by 




PARADISE FLY-CATCHERS 


' I ^HE Paradise Fly-catulier is probably one of tlie most striking 
* of the birds that occur m India and is easily recogmzable, at 
least in the case of the adult male, by the two extremely long 
tail-feathers which in some localities ha\e earned their owner the 
name of Eibbon-bird 

The Fly-catchers form a group of birds feeding mainly on insects 
which are caught on the ing, the species of this group having very 
feeble feet, which incapacitates them from v alkmg on the ground, 
their usual habit bemg to wait on some convement bianch and 
swoop down on their insect prey, which is taken m the air. Many 
other birds, such as the King-ciow, also have this habit, so that 
we must not be taken to mean that every bird seen swoopmg down 
on an insect in the air is necessarily a Fly-catclier This group of 
birds is characterised by the presence of numerous long hairs 
stretching from the forehead over the nostiils, these hairs lymg 
horizontally and reaching in all cases beyond the nostrils and 
sometimes nearly to the end of the bill Over eighty species and 
sub-species of Fly-catcheis occur within Inchan limits and amongst 
these the genus Tchitrea is chstiuguishable by its crested head in con- 
junction with a tail as long as, or longer than, the wing Theie are 
two groups of Tchitrea, one the jparadisi one in which the chestnut 
males have a metallic gloss on the throat contrasting with the 
breast, and the ajfims group in which tins is uniform giey not sharply 
contiastiiig with the bieast as in the other group There aie four 
sub-species in jparadisi gioup, the Indian Paradise Fly-catcher 
{Tchitrea 'paradi{>i 'paradibi) which occurs all over India south of 
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exact records on tins point , thus, Oates states that it seems to be 
everywhere a permanent resident, Whistler says it is a summer 
visitor to the North-W^est Himalayas and Salt Range while m most 
of the Punjab it is a passage migrant from Maich to September 
and m Sind it is a scaice A\intei visitoi Moie information is 
required as to the movements of this beautiful bird In North 
Bihar, it arrives about the end of Maich and leaves at the end of 
October, not being noticed during the cold weather It is then 
fairly common, locally, in Biliai but its distribution seems to be 
rather erratic for example, I have nevei seen one at Pusa. In the 
Umted Provinces also it is a migiant, as Gill states that during 
the winter months this attractive bird occuis m most districts and 
IS frequently met with m gardens and gioves adjoining human 
dwellmgs, but the majoiity seem to nugrate m summer to the 
Sub-Himalayan tiacts, although a great many remain behind 
and breed sparingly throughout the Plains So far as our experience 
goes this Paradise Ply-catchei seems to occur most commonly in 
Northern India. I have seen it in considerable numbers around the 
lake at Bhim Tal in Kumaon In Calcutta it can hardly be called 
common, but stray specimens may be seen m gardens at all times 
of the year, and the same remark applies to Southern India 

The Paradise Fly-catcher when young is chestnut in colour, 
except for a black head and crest and whitish under-parts, and the 
female retains this coloration throughout her life. The cock bird, 
however, undergoes a very striking change of appearance, the two 
median tail-feathers grow ing to a length of sixteen inches (i e , four 
times the length of the other tail-feathers) after the autumn moult 
of the second year, these long feathers being retained until the 
foUowng summer, w^hen they are cast. After the third autumn 
moult, these long feathers grow again and the plumage gradually 
begms to turn white (with the exception of the feathers of the head 
and crest, which remain black), the wings and tail bemg the first 
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lively and cheerful birds, always on the move , and the males 
constantly flirt their great trams about, separatmg and closmg and 
undulatmg the long, trading plumes in a wonderful way The 
Indian name of S/ia/i Bulbul also presumably mdicates that this 
bird IS by no means devoid of song. This bird does, however, at 
times (generally when on the wmg), utter a decidedly harsh note. 

All Ily-catchers are insectivorous as a general rule, although 
some species take fruits, berries and seeds occasionally The 
Paradise Ply-catchei feeds on small beetles, flies, bugs, ants and 
spiders, as recorded by Messrs, Mason and P’Abreu from examina- 
tion of actual stomach contents It is, therefore, together with the 
othei species of this gioup, a useful bird to the agriculturist and its 
utility and beauty fully deserve the piotection accorded to it by 
the Law m Bengal, Bombay and Burma (but not m other Provmces, 
apparently). In Mysore also it is presumably protected as being a 
bird of bright-coloured plumage 

The Paradise Ply-catcher lays its eggs in Ceylon and Travancore 
in Pebruary and March, m Southern India m March and April, and 
in Northern India m May, June and July The nest is usually 
a delicate little cup, never very deep and often quite shallow, 
composed, according to materials locally available, of moss, moss 
roots, vegetable fibres and fine grass, this last generally constituting 
the greater portion of the tbin frame-work, which is bound around 
externally with cobwebs The egg cavity is fiom 2 to 2| mches in 
diameter and from one to 1 6 mches deep, and is often lined with 
horse-hair or fine grass The nest is affixed to the tbm branch of 
a tree, as a lule in a mango tree between seven and thirty (mostly 
between ten and twenty) feet from the ground A favourite site 
for a nest is at the extreme end of a leafy, overhanging branch of a 
thick-foliaged tree, as in such a position the nest cannot be reached 
eithei from above or from below Sometimes, however, the nest is 
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' I ^HE Verditer Fly-catcliei’s comprise four races which, are divided 
A into two groups, one with no white on the base of the tail 
and the other in which the base of the tail is white ; there is only- 
one species in the latter group, the Nilgiri Verditer Ely-catcher. 
The bill of this genus, viewed from above, forms an equilateral 
triangle 

The Common Verditer Fly-catchei {Eumyias tJialassvia tlidlas- 
sina), up to recently known to us scientifically as Stoparola mela- 
nops, IS a bird which ranges over a very large area of country, 
comprising the whole of India north of Mysore, Travancore and 
Madras, but absent in Sind and most of the Punjab, and found in 
Burma as far south as Tenasserim In South India it is very 
rare and only a winter visitor, as it is to all the areas in the Plains 
in which it occuis This is the bird represented on the right hand 
side of our Plate , the Malay race {Eumyias tlialassina tJialassoides) 
extends from the south of Tenasserim to the Malay States , it 
differs from the typical race in havmg a well-defined black line on 
the forehead and a black spot on the chm , the Ceylon race 
{Eumyias ceylonensis) is confined to Ceylon and differs from the 
last two in having the patch of feathers under the tail almost white 
instead of blue or green edged with white , the Nilgiri race {Eumyias 
alhcaudata) occurs in the hills of Southern India and may be easily 
recognized by the base of the tail being white 

The Common and the Nilgiri Verditer Fly-catchers are birds 
which, at once, strike all visitors to our Hill stations both on 
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from beneatli tlie beam in a Sanatorium was a heap of moss 2 
incbes bigb. mixed witb roots and a few creeper stems ; it was 
upon tbis that tbe real nest was built “ a cup-sbaped superstruc- 
ture one incb bigb built entiiely of fine black roots Tbe usual 
number of eggs is four but sometimes three and five are laid , 
tbe ground colour is cieamy-pmk, sometimes almost wbite, witb a 
nng of reddisb blotches round tbe larger end or faintly speckled 
all over with tbe same colour, sometimes these freckles are almost 
absent They average 19 3X146 mm 

They are said to make charming pets and do well in confine- 
ment not being quarielsome with other buds 

Tbeie seems to be little known about tbe Malayan race of this 
My-catcber Tbe late Mr Eobinson wrote that it was not very 
common in Malaya though distributed over the whole country. 
It keeps mostly to the edges of clearmgs and roads in forests It 
IS not, however, as tame and confiding as the Common and Nilgiri 
races The Ceylon lace is, according to Mr Wait, “ rather a quiet 
shy bird, seen chiefly on the borders of hill streams in jungle, by 
woodland paths or on the outskuts of forest It has a low, clear 
song It generally perches on logs, rocks, or on branches fairly 
close to the ground”. Mr. Stuart-Baker says “It is said to be 
veiy bold in the presence of man and to prefer the vicimty of 
villages and open country to deep forest ” but Mr. Wait does not 
mention this. The Nilgiri race is a very common resident on the 
Nilgiris, Nelliampathy, Palm and Travancore Hills, usually above 
4,000 feet ; according to the late Mr Kinloch it is the commonest 
Mycatcher on the Nelliampathy Hills. It does not visit the Plains 
in the winter 

It is, perhaps, even more familiar than the Common race 
being extremely tame. Its habits do not appear to differ from those 
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on the foie-neck , the Murree Beautiful Niltava {Niltava siindam 
fastuosa) occurs from Murree to Mussooiie and is common between 
5,000 and 7,000 feet , the male differs from the typical lace in being 
less rufous-chestnut below and the female is moie olive-grey and 
paler above and the lower paits gieyish-olive instead of olive- 
brown. The last of the genus has a wing only 2^ inches long , 
it is the Small Niltava {Niltava macgngonce) and is found from 
Mussoorie to Eastern Assam, the Chin, Kachin and Bhamo Hills 
south to Tenasserim It is very common in the plains adjoining 
the hills in the winter The male has the upper plumage bright 
but deep purplish-blue , the forehead, sides of crown, a patch on 
each side of the neck and rump brilliant cobalt-blue , the lower 
plumage is deep purple-blue as far as the breast and ashy below , 
the female is olive-brown above tinged with rufous, a brilliant 
blue patch on each side of the neck and ochraceous-ashy below 

The Niltavas are all forest birds, though not always the Nepal 
Beautiful Niltava which may be seen even on some of the roads of 
Darjeeling after dusk They haunt thick damp forest, keeping a 
good deal to the undergrowth They all wander down to the 
toothrlls and the plains in the winter, especially the Small Niltava. 
They are all beautiful songsters 

The Sikkim Large Niltava occurs in the hills up to an altitude 
of 8,000 feet and as low as 2,500 feet. We have only once come 
across rt in the plains of the Duars, this was in February , it may 
however be not as rare as that as it is a very sluggish bird sitting 
quite still for quite long periods and is not readily noticed Like 
most of the Niltavas it feeds a good deal on the ground but does 
not appear to catch its insect prey on the wing at all , insects 
form their principal food but Mr Stevens mentions a purple berry 
of which they are fond. They like the proximity to water as, 
indeed, all the Niltavas seem to do and Mr. Stuart-Baker mentions 
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The Nepal Beautiful Niltava is a familiar bird round Darjeeling 
and neighbouiing country and in the winter descends to the Plains 
about Decembei and remains there, at any rate, till about the 
middle of March It is not an obtrusive noi a veiy shy bird and 
we have often seen it, of an evening about dusk, on the Mall in 
Daijeeling either on a railing or on the ground, but it soon disappears 
into the tiees or undeigrowth. They keep largely to the under- 
growth of humid foiests but come out on the open roads and paths 
in the early mornings and evenings when all is quiet It feeds 
a lot on the ground but also hunts for insects in bushes Hodgson 
says it eats beiries and seeds in the winter, but the only berries 
Sir Stuart-Baker has known them eat are those which have been 
infested by insects , m captivity, however, it has been found to 
have a large appetite for soft fruit , it stands captivity well, even 
m the English climate, living out of doors all the summer The 
bleeding season is in Slay and June, but some breed a little earlier 
and others a little later , they place their nests very often in holes 
in trees, below overhanging banks, among the roots of trees or on 
moss-covered banks and sometimes, like its large cousin, on mossy 
rocks near water , the nests aie very similar to those of that bird 
only smaller in size and the eggs, usually four, but sometimes three 
in number, aie small leplicas of those of the Large Niltava There 
seems to be nothing special to remark about the Murree race of 
this beautiful Ely-catcher but Mr Stuart-Baker says probably moie 
birds build in banks than in the Nepal race , the nest and eggs are 
similar to those of that race The Small Niltava is the pigmy of 
the genus and has the widest range , it is found in the Himalayas 
up to 6,000 feet, even up to 8,000 feet in the Naga Hills, and 
descends to the Plains in December remaining there, at any rate, 
till the third week in March , it is very common there during these 
months. Of course all the birds of these species do not descend as 
low as the Plains , many not descending lower than about 3,000 feet. 
The Small Niltava frequents the same sort of country as the others 
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As tte Plate shows the coloration there is no necessity to describe 
it and we need only remark that the female differs from the male 
in having the parts round and in front of the eye brown mixed with 
olive-green instead of black In the hiUs they occur, according to 
Mr Stuart-Bakei, as high as 15,000 feet, but we have never come 
across them higher than near 12,000 feet , it seldom descends 
lower than 5,000 feet in summer , but in winter wanders mto the 
plains adjacent to the foothills We have found it there m December 
and by the middle of March they are already well up in the 
hills They are found in pans or small parties, often associated 
with other small buds though, apparently, not always welcome, 
as hir Whistler mentions having seen a party which happened to 
meet a hunting party of other small birds and the WiUow-Warbleis 
“ m the latter took exception to then presence and several graceful 
aerial combats took place ” In the migrating season they congre- 
gate into larger numbers as is generally the case with most bnds. 
They are bnds of deep forest and lilce the vicinity of running 
streams but are just as often found on the trees on the sides of 
roads and paths leading through forests and in the Plains we have 
also many times seen them m the sparse, river bed forests , they 
also come into the better-wooded gardens of our Hill stations , 
we have seen them in such in Darjeeling and Cupps found them in 
orchards by the roadside and also “ about the thorny hedges around 
the Eesidency grounds ” in Nepal We cannot do better than 
quote Mr. Stuart-Baker’s account of the habits of this beautiful 
little Fly-catcher , he writes : “ It is an extraordinarily vivacious, 
cheerful little bird, constantly on the move, sallying into the air 
in the manner of all fly-catcheis, bustling about the branches high 
up in tall trees, quivering its wmgs and fln'tmg its widely spread 
tail It haunts bushes and lofty trees alike and, though as a rule 
it IS found in deep forest and generally near running streams, I 
have seen it in reed-beds hunting the reed-stalks for insects and 
twice I have noticed it in bamboo-jungle It has a very sweet 




THE BLACK DRONGO OR KING CROW 

{Dicrurus macrocercus) 


' I ''HE Black Diongo or King Crow is one of our most common and 
A familiar birds, occurring especially in all cultivated areas and 
being fond of perciiing on any suitable upright twig or other support 
from which it can swoop down to secure its piey, either on the 
wmg or on the ground The piey consists almost wholly of insects 
and practically wholly of injurious msects, so that this bird is 
most distinctly a valuable ally of the farmer and deserves every 
encouragement and protection. 

The Drongos form a family of birds well defined by their 
black plumage and long forked tail composed of ten feathers. 
Nearly thirty forms occur within Indian limits and these are 
divided into seven genera, which come into two groups according 
to the relative lengths of the outer tail-feathers In one group, 
in which these feathers exceed the middle ones by at least twice 
the length of the wing, we may briefly notice the Larger Racket- 
tailed Drongo [Bissemurus pamd^seus), with seven different races, 
which occur m practically all the more hilly parts of India, Burma, 
Ceylon, the Andamans and Nicobars and the adjoining foothills 
and plains, are black, glossed with blue, with a tuft of feathers on 
the forehead, and which have a really fine song and are, perhaps, the 
best singmg birds of the East. In the other group, characterized 
by the outer tail-feathers not exceeding the middle ones by so 
much as the length of the wing, we have the genus Dicrurus^ with 
an untufted forehead and a deep bill, comprismg fifteen Indian 
species and sub-species amongst which D Tnacrocerous with five 
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ciow-likc either m build or disposition In its natuie, indeed, it 
partakes of a good deal of tlie piratical, ■\\atcliiDg from its pcrcli 
above until some industiious Hoopoe or ^lyna has found a tast\' 
morsel of inject food and then swooping down and lobbiiig the 
rightful owner with a dexteiity e\ idently only accpiircd by a legular 
couise of original sin m the line of highway lobbeiy. 'Die vitimi 
if it be a Myna or similar bnd, sonietnnes sliowb light or endea^ oius 
to escape with its pii/e, but the Hoopoe is moie of .i jilulosophei 
and allows itself to be lobbed almost with impunity meiely iiilUmg 
up its feathers and then starting m again to peik away m the 
ground in the search for another giub In an} case the result 
is usually the same, and the Drongo seoiiies tJie spoil and Hies oil 
with it to its peich This little comedy may be seen enacted daily 
m almost any Indian gaiden, esiietiully wlien the Hoopoe has 
young and is collecting food to lake back to the nest, and it is 
noticeable that the Drongo only levies just enough toll not to 
discourage its victims unduly and diive them away allogethei. 

The Drongo, how^ever, is by no means wdiolly a parasite, living 
at other birds’ expense, but catches for itself the huger pioportion 
of its food The late C. W. Mason examined the contents of tw'cnt} - 
seven adult and four young buds at Pusa and jMr D’Abreu lias 
recorded the contents of seven buds at Nagpur, and these lecouls 
show that the food consists ciitiiely of animal matter, practK'ally 
wholly of insects and m an oveiw'helinmg puoporbion of injuuous 
insects, such as crickets, grasshoppers, moths, bugs, and insect 
larvae. The piey is captured either on the wuug or on the ground, 
in which case the bird swoops down upon it and either eats it forth- 
with or flies ofl! with it to its perch Mr. hfason gives a long and 
inteiestmg account of the feeding habits (/nd. Agnc, Entl. Mem,, 
Vol III, pp 69 79 , Jan 1912), w^hich we need not reproduce 
here The Diongo is one of the birds which accompany cattle, 
often peic'hing on their backs, but appaicntly rather for the 
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of small twigs and stem'! and roots of grass, neatly and tightly 
fastened together, and bound around on the outside with more 
or less cobweb, m which a few feathers are sometimes entangled 
The cavity is broad and shallow, about four inches broad by 
one and a half deep, and lined with hoise-hau or fine grass 
stems or roots , the bottom of the nest is very thm, but the 
sides are rather thick and firm Four eggs are the normal number, 
but there may be three or hve at times The egg is either 
dull pure white without markings or pure white sparsely spotted 
with deep blackish-brown, or pure creamy pink blotched with 
reddish-brown to deep salmon-pink blotched with claiet colour , 
it IS noticeable that all the eggs of one clutch nearly always 
seem to belong to one oi other of these types but Mr. C. M 
Inglis has found a clutch with two white eggs and one spotted 
one , the average size of the egg is about 25 mm. long by 19 mm. 
broad. 

The Drongo is protected by law throughout the whole year 
in Delhi, the Umted Provinces, Bengal, Assam, and Burma 
It IS, as already remarked, a most useful bird which deserves every 
protection and encouragement The latter aim can be attained, 
in the case of cultivated areas, by the provision of suitable perches 
for the birds to rest on. 

It IS on the wing until well into the dusk and is one of the 
earliest birds to call in the morning and may at times be heard 
throughout the mght It has a variety of notes and is an excellent 
mimic. Donald records that he has heard one imitate a slnkra 
(A hadius) so as to frighten away a pair of Mynas and thus 
secure a worm which they had caught 

Mr C. M. Inglis has seen one chase a Laggar Falcon {Falco 
jugger), but in this case the tables were turned, for the falcon 








THE TAILOR-BIRD 

{Oitlioiomus suiorms) 


1 'HE Warblers include a very large number of kinds of small 
birds wbicli, with few exceptions, are plamly colouied and alike 
in both sexes. Over one hundred and fifty species occur witliin 
Indian hunts, many being migrants, passing the summer m Centiul 
or Noithern Asia, whilst others are permanent residents in tlie 
Plains and lower ranges of the Hills Amongst these latter aie 
included the Tailor-birds, so called from the lemarkable skill whu h 
they display in the construction of their nests whicli aie placed in a 


receptacle made by sewing together the edges of one or more leaves, 
and of these little birds the most common and uidely-distributed 
IS the Indian Tailor-bird {Ortliotomus siUontts sutonub). This tiie 
typical race is found m Ceylon over most of Southern India up to 
the North-West Frontier Province and Snid and East as fai as 
Bihar and Western Bengal ; the Burmese race (Ottholoims mloiiim 
yofio). a darkei hitd, occurs in Nepal. Sikkim, Eastern Bemml and 
uima to Tenasserm; the Chinese race (OHlMomus sulonus 
lon^muAs), a still darkei form, only occurs in India in the Shun 
States Burma , the Siam race {Chthotomm nUonus tmcuUcolUs', 

^ o!: 

white. IS only found with us in Teuasseum ^ 

toy greemsh-biown bud, whitish hciow , a 

a Wren, but with a decidedly longer tad 1^!^ 

needed, it may be noted that the forehead is ridd “ 

mto ashy-gray on the back of the head, and that ot’eSitlt! 
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anytliing else Whilst engaged in hunting over a shrub they run 
quickly along the twigs, shouting noisily all the while, and every now 
and then snatching at insects, and, even when flying, they continue 
to call aloud with a recldess expenditure of breath ” The above 
has been quoted at length, as it seems to be a charmuig character 
sketch of the little bird in question, which, although inconspicuous 
and apt to be overlooked, will now perhaps be recognizable to our 
readers The typical race is shown on our Plate 

The Tailor-birds are, normally, birds of gardens and under- 
growth near villages but one race, at any rate, the Burmese Tailor- 
bird, has taken to a forest life ]ust as much as a seim-domestic 
one and its loud notes may be heard all over the forests in the 
Terai and Duars They are the tamest of birds coming into our 
verandahs and even makmg their nests m the leaves of the pot 
plants Mr. Stuart-Baker describes its flight very well , he 
writes “ His flight alone is enough to attract attention, for, 
when he really launches out for a flight of more than a few feet, 
he flicks his long tail so energetically and so far over his back 
that he always looks as if he would knock his own brams out 
and hurl himself to the ground ” 

As noted above, Tailor-birds are mainly insectivorous in their 
diet The late Mr C W Mason examined the stomach contents 
of four birds at Pusa and found them to consist entirely of msect 
remains, mainly of small beetles, bugs, ants and flies , Mr D’Abreu 
found much the same in the case of three birds examined at Nagpur 
They seem, therefore, to be useful little birds to have m a garden 

The breeding season of the Indian Tailor-bird is mainly in 
June and July, but nests may be found from March to October and 
Wait says that m Ceylon “they may be found breeding almost 
throughout the year, except^dunng long periods of dry weather 
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conveiging to a point The under surface of the leaf formed the 
roof and sides of the tunnel or aich There was no floor to this, 
since the edges of the leaf did not meet below, the gap between 
them being bridged by stiands of cobweb This was a full day’s 
work .... She next went on to Ime with cotton this cul-de-sac 
which she had made in the leaf She, of course, commenced by 
fillmg the tip, and the weight of the Immg soon caused the hitherto 
horizontal leaf to hang downwards, so that it eventually became 
almost vertical, with the tip pointmg towards the ground. When 
lining the nest the bird made a number of punctures in the leaf, 
through which she poked the lining with her beak, the object of 

this bemg to keep the lining in situ All this time the edges of 

the leaf that formed the nest had been held together by the thinnest 
strands of cobweb, and it is a mystery how these can have stood 
the strain. However, before the lining was completed, the bird 
proceeded to strengthen them by connecting the punctures on 
opposite edges of the leaf with threads of cotton Her modus 
ofemndi was to push one end of a thread through a puncture on one 
edge and the other end through a puncture on the opposite edge 
of the leaf The cotton used is soft and fiays easily, so that that 
part of it which is forced through a tmy apeiture issues as a fluffy 
knob, which looks like a knot and is usually taken for such As a 
matter of fact, the bird makes no knots , she merely forces a portion 
of the cotton strand through a puncture, and the silicon which 
enters into the composition of the leaf catches the soft, minute 
strands of cotton and prevents them from slipping . . . Some- 

times the connecting threads of cotton are siifiiciently long to admit 
of their being passed to and fro, in which case the bird utilizes the 
full length ” 

It IS only the hen bird which constructs the nest Although 
the two sexes are coloured much alike, m the breeding season 
the male bird acquires very elongated middle tail-feathers, 
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sliell When sitting on the eggs the hen bud lies veiy close and 
does not usually fly out until the nest is actually touched or 
shaken. 

The young bnds aie well looked aftei by then parents foi some 
time alter they have left the nest and small fannily paities, consist- 
ing of the paients and then young, may often be seen at that time 
of the year. 








THE BLACK-HEADED ORIOLE 

{Onolns xanthornus) 

O EIOLES, coTHTnonly called ‘‘ Mango tirds ” m India, aie vreli 
iTHOwn to all observers of bird life on account of tbe cou*?- 
picuous yellow wbicb is tbe prevailmg bue in ten out of oui eleven 
different forms, tbe eleventh (0 traihi trmlu) being black and 
maroon-red. Of tbe four species, represented by ten sub-species to 
wbicb tbe term Yellow Orioles may be applied, only three axe coTUTuon 
in tbe Plains of India and these are tbe Indian Oriole {Oriolus 
01 wins hundoo) found over tbe whole continent of India but not 
further east than Calcutta In North Bihar it is a seasonal visitor 
ariivmg near end of March and leaving in November; and tbe 
Indian Black-beaded Oriole (0 xanthornus xanthornus), found m 
the Sub-Himalayan ranges from Kangra to Upper Assam and m tbe 
Gangetic plain, and 0 xanthornus nmderasjpatanus, south of tbe 
Gangetic plain but not north and west of Mount Abu and Kathia- 
war ; these last two only difJei very slightly in size and amount of 
yellow on the flight feathers, in all of which species tbe tail is black 
and yellow or gieen but m the Indian Oriole the nape and crown of 
tbe head are yellow or greenish-yellow with a small patch of black 
through the eye, whilst in the latter species these are black, as is tbe 
upper breast. Some females are nearly as brightly coloured as the 
males. Phey are very similar in their habits, bemg thoroughly 
arboreal birds, rarely seen on the ground, and feeding mostly on 
frmt and such insects as are found on leaves and stems. These 
Orioles are birds of gardens, groves, etc., and not usually found in 
forests, but in the Duars the Black-headed Oriole has taken to 
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family party of three or foui birds, such as may sometimes be seen 
soon after the nestmg season, that they fill the an* ‘ with then’ sweet 
jargomng’ The solitary bird occasionally seems to be soured by 
the want of compamonsbip, and travels round bustling other 
birds and knocking them off then peiches out of gratuitous ill- 
temper conduct of which paired birds are never guilty In 
addition to the mamfold modifications of their regular melodious 
calls, they sometimes utter harshly cawmg notes, and the young 
bnds for a time indulge in chuirmg cues somewhat like those 
of Starlings ” 

Duimg the lains, this bird often makes a whistlmg call 
which may be written as , by mimicking this call it may 

often be induced to reply foi quite a long time. 

As noted above, the Black-headed Oriole feeds chiefly on fruit 
and small insects The late C W Mason examined the stomachs of 
twenty-three bnds at Pusa and found that seventeen of these had 
fed on wild fig fruits and five of these contained nothing else , 
the eighteen which had fed on insects contamed 95 insects, of 
which foul were classed as beneficial, 73 as injurious and 18 
as neutral Five bnds had eaten insects only In the Central 
Provinces Mr E A D’Abieu found a Pyralid caterpillar and 
Ficus fruit in the stomach of one bnd examined on 24th January, 
1914 At Pusa also we have watched this bnd feeding on masses 
of a mealy-bug clustered on the stem of a wild vine growing 
on a stssu tree So far as agriculture is concerned, therefore, this 
bird may be considered beneficial It has not been noted to 
attack cultivated fruits 

Many authors (e g , Oates and Dewar) note that this bnd 
is strictly arboreal m habits, never descending to the ground , but it 
is occasionally seen on the ground capturmg insects. 
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and moderately glossy, usually creamy or pinlcy wliite with sparse 
spots and streaks of dark brown and pale inky purple 

This Oriole is protected throughout the year in Bombay, the 
United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, Bengal, Assam, Burma, 
Madras and Mysore. 






THE COMMON MYNA 


{AoidotJieies t)istis) 

Commoa Mj^na needs little intioduction as it is of 
common occurrence in every garden thiougliout India from 
tlie plains up to 8,000 feet m tlie lulls Why Lmnseus should have 
named this spiightly and vivacious bird tnsiis we could never 
understand Certainly no one has evei seen a sad Myna. It 
may be because of the sober colour of its plumage, but even though 
sober in coloiu: it is always very sleek and glossy and neat Of 
course Linnoeus probably never saw one alive and full of the joy 
of living and was only able to study dull, musty museum specimens 
and therefore gave it this most inapt name “ Neat but not 
gaudy ” seems to be its motto as it goes through life in its 
decorous, but by no means dmgy, coloiiiing of black, brown and 
white, fimshed off with a bright yellow beak and legs and a yellow 
patch behmd the eye The wings are black, with a white bar which 
is most conspicuous during flight, when, accoiding to Lockwood 
Kipling, “ a curious eftect of rotation ” is produced The head, 
neck and upper part of the bieast are also black, as are the tail- 
feathers, which have broad white tips also especially conspicuous 
during flight The rest of the plumage is blown Occasionally 
colour variations occur and albinos are not very rare and Finn 
records examples with pale cinnamon body plumage , foi some 
time there was an individual in my compound with a bright 
yellow head possibly due to moultmg The two sexes are coloured 
alike but the hen is slightly smallei, the cock bnd having 
a larger head and more massively built body. The Common 
Myna, as lepresented on our Plate and found throughout India 
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other bird and will rigorously put into practice an unwritten notice 
that “ Trespassers will be prosecuted ” As Finn puts it, Bold, 
vigorous and pushing, he secures to himseK a large share of all good 
things in the way of insects and fruit that may be gomg, and is 
a bird of remarkable all-round abilities, though not particularly 
graceful m his movements ” Few birds dare stand up to a Myna 
and there are very few birds that a Myna will hesitate to assault 
For this reason, the Myna has not proved an altogether unmixed 
blessing in those countries to which it has been introduced from 
India as it is too powerful and too free a breeder to be allowed to 
increase without checks and thus often renders itself a nuisance by 
its aggressive habits towards other, not less useful but less pugna- 
cious, birds It has been mtroduced from India into Mauritius, 
Australia, New Zealand, and Hawaii and in the last-mentioned 
locality has shown itself a decided nuisance by turning out pigeons 
In the Andamans also, whither it was mtroduced in 1873, it seems 
to be doing its best to oust the pretty little native white Myna 
(Sturma mdldbanca andamanensis) It was mtroduced into Mauri- 
tius to destroy grasshoppers and was abundant and perfectly 
naturalized around Port Louis when I was there in 1905 

In spite of his assertive nature, the Myna is an extremely 
mterestmg acquaintance, as his very boldness makes his actions 
easy of observation whilst his umversal occurrence provides endless 
opportumties of watching his happy habits Unlike the Crow 
with its furtive and self-conscious manner, the Myna makes itself 
thoroughly at home and at its ease around or even in a human 
habitation, where its actions seem to be always perky and devoid 
of any sense of shame Indeed, as Cunmngham aptly says. Mynas 
“ always make themselves entirely at home m a house, taking it 
completely for granted that they are quite at liberty to drop in and 
stay whenever and for as long as they like ” Sometimes, indeed, 
they make themselves rather too much at home, as when they 
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these aie of a glossy bright blue colour, about 30 mm. by 21*5 nun 
Mr G M Inglis has on one occasion taken a Koel’s egg from a 
nest of this species which also held three of the Myna’s own eggs ; 
this IS, of course, exceedingly unusual The young are fed mostly on 
an insect diet consistmg of caterpillars, beetle grubs, grasshoppers 
and crickets varied by occasional worms and soft fruits 

Mynas are of course often kept as cage-buds and birds which 
are reared up from the nest become very tame and fearless. The 
Common Myna is a good mimic also, although not able to acquire 
such a wide range of vocabulary as the Grackles or Hill Mynas 
Normally, it is rather a noisy bird, its song, to be heard throughout 
the day, comprising a strange mixture of harsh gurglings and bquid 
notes E H. Aitken described its notes as “ lieeky, Xeehy, heeky . . . 
. . . c7mrr, churr, Jcoh, Jcoh, Jcoh ” and these sounds are fauly 

descriptive As it utters the lok, Ieoh, Ieoh, it bobs its head in a 
characteristic manner. When a small flock is feeding on the 
ground and one bird sees cause for alarm, it takes to wing ivith a 
shrill cry of alarm to its fellows. As a rule, such small flocks 
seem to consist of two or more individuals, generally a cock and 
hen and their family. Mr C. M, Inglis has on one occasion seen 
this Myna feeding the young of the Pied one. During the off- 
season for nesting, however, they often congiegate in large flocks 
in the evenmg to roost in company on favourite trees providing 
dense leafy cover and at such times the deafenmg dm that 
arises is quite ear-splitting, as every bird seems to have to argue 
about its proper perch and then to proceed to gossip at the top 
of its voice about the events of the past day During Eebruary, 
when the silk cotton {Bombax malaiancum) trees are in flower, 
like flying-foxes and many other birds, they are very fond of the 
liquor that is to be found in the lower part of the large red flowers, 
and the competition for this often creates a prodigious fuss almost 
equal to that at roosting time. 


6 





THE PIED MYNA 


{Sturno'pastor contia) 

A lthough almost as familiar a bird in Nortb-Eastern India 
as the Common Myna, the Pied Myna has a much more 
restricted distribution, being found only east of a line drawn from 
Ambala to Hydeiabad, in the Deccan, and Masulipatam, ranging 
to the extreme east of Assam and Burma There are two races 
with unstreaked foreheads and crowns, the Assam Pied Myna 
{Stui nopastor contia contra) is found from the Duars East to 
Assam, Eastern Bengal, Chittagong Hill Tracts, Chin Hills and 
North Arakan It differs from the one in our Plate by being 
rather darker above and below , the Punjab race {Sturnopastor 
contra dehcc) is found east of a line from Ludhiana, Hissar, 
Hyderabad to Bihar, Western Bengal and Orissa Where they 
occur, they are common and conspicuous, both by their strongly 
contrasting colours of black and white and by the habit of 
hunting about over grass in the open, often in small flocks, and 
there is little chance of mistaking any other bird for these 
Our Plate gives a good idea of the coloration, so that there is no 
need to describe this here. 

Titke its commoner relative, the Pied Myna is a frequent 
attendant on cattle, picking up the various insects disturbed as the 
latter graze It also hunts, almost always in small parties, over any 
open grassy spaces, catching and eatmg grasshoppers, crickets, 
caterpillars, ants and other insects and I have seen one extract and 
eat a large earthworm. Mr C W Mason examined the stomach 
contents of fourteen birds at Pusa and found that, of thirty-mne 
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levy of a little gram, ivlien it is abundant and when insect food is 
scarce, as is usually the case during the harvest season, must not be 
begrudged to birds, such as Mynas, which on the whole are 
decidedly beneficial Mr Stuart-Baker remarks that “ though 
grasshoppers probably form its staple diet, it devours a good deal 
of ripe gram 

Cunningham, whose remarks on other birds we have frequently 
quoted in preceding articles, does not seem very kind to the Pied 
Myna and ^vrltes “ They are not nearly such attractive birds 
as the Common Mynas , for their colourmg is coarsely laid on in a 
way that recalls that of certam of the ormthological inmates of a 
Noah’s ark , their heads have a debased look, and they have neither 
the pleasant notes nor the allurmgly familiar ways of their relatives. 
Like the latter, and very often in company with them, they spend 
their mghts, save during the nestmg season, m huge mobs, which, 
if possible, are even more vociferous than those of Mynas. At 
sundown the dm proceeding from such assemblies is often so over- 
powering as to render even the concerts of the Crows or of the great 
autumnal crickets temporarily inaudible Although roosting in and 
haunting gardens, they never show any desire to enter houses ” In 
Bihar, this bird seems to be locally migratory ; at all events, it 
seems to occur m large numbers at some times and at other times 
none are noticed durmg quite a considerable period 

The breeding season of the Pied Myna is from May to August 
but most birds lay in June and July These birds are said, as a 
rule, not to breed m company, but in North Bihar we found that 
they usually did so At the time of writing (4th June) there is a 
nest in a Dalbergza tree alongside my bungalow and this apparently 
contains young birds, as the parents aie brmgmg in food, principally 
caterpillars apparently, but they are shy and it is not always easy 
to see what they do brmg The nest is situated in the fork, near 





THE WEAVER-BIRD OR BAY A 

' I ’HE Tailor-biid lias already afiorded us an example of aclimrable 

•I nest-building and tbe Weaver-bird has equal claims for ad- 
mission to our circle of bird friends, wbicb, so far as this senes is 
concerned, must be strictly limited. We may, however, at once 
note a point of contrast between the two The Tailor-bird makes 
every efiort to escape its enemies by concealing its nest 
between leaves sewn together ; the Weaver-bnd, on the other 
hand, positively flaunts its nesting arrangements before our 
eyes and in many parts of India its nests whole colonies of 
them, indeed form conspicuous objects of the countryside; it 
even builds on trees or palms in our gardens. In some places 
scores of these nests may be seen, freely exposed to view, 
hanging from favourite trees, which are usually palms or 
hahuls {Acacia arahca), trees which overhang water often being 
selected as it seems to be a sine qua non that the situation 
considered suitable for suspending a Weaver-bird’s nest should 
have no other tree directly underneath it which might afford 
access to enemies from below Tor a nest swinging up aloft on 
the tip of a long slender palm-shaft is singulaily inaccessible to 
most would-be marauders 

Although the nests are familiar enough, the bird which con- 
structs them IS less so The Weaver-bird is closely allied to the 
large family of the Einches and at most times of the year looks 
very like a hen House-sparrow, being a small, thick-billed, reddish- 
brown bird Towards the beginning of the rams, however, the cock 
bird dons his breeding plumage, his head, neck and breast becoming 
a beautiful golden-yellow and his chin turnmg almost black. 
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Up to tills point in the construction of the nest, only the cock buds 
(some of which, being yet in non-breeding plumage, may resemble 
hens) have done the work of coUectmg fibre-strips and weaving 
these into the nest, but, when the egg-chamber has been completed, 
the female bird takes up her position in it, leaving the cock hence- 
forth to procure more material for buildiug and to work from the 
outside of the nest, whilst she works from the inside, both of them 
pushing and drawing in the fibres through the walls of the nest so 
that everything is plaited together smoothly The little builders 
seem to enjoy themselves thoroughly, the cock bird especially being 
industrious, emitting a cry of delight each time that he brings in a 
beakful of fibre and often bursting into song during the process of 
weavmg material into the nest The egg-chamber is now finished 
on one side of the loop and on the other side the walls of the nest 
are prolonged downwards into a long tubular entrance, about two 
inches m diameter internally, and usually about six inches long, but 
occasionally twice this length The male bird often continues 
building on to this tubular entrance even after the eggs have been 
laid and are being incubated by the female The lower end of the 
tubular entrance is loosely woven so as not to afford any firm support 
to enemies attemptmg to plunder the nest The birds themselves 
when entering the nest close their wmgs and shoot perpendicularly 
upwards through the tube , it is marvellous how they can do this 
without rumimg their heads through the top of the egg-chamber 
or even apparently shakmg the nest This tubular passage is used 
as an entrance to the nest by the parents whilst nest-building and 
mcubation are proceeding , but, when the eggs have hatched, the 
food brought to the nestlmgs is passed in to them through small 
holes pierced through the sides of the egg-chamber The presence 
of such holes is a sure sign that the eggs have hatched 

It will now be apparent what a hard nut has to be cracked 
by any would-be plunderer of the nest, which is placed high up 
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NatuTdl History Society’s Journal, Vol. XX^TV, No 4, pp 947—964 
(1931) 

There are eight species and sub-species of the genus Ploceus ; 
four of which are called Bayas and the others Weaver-birds H 
Why, we do not know We would prefer to call them all Weaver- 
birds The breeding males all have the crown of the head yellow 
and two species have the breast yellow One of these, the 
Baya (Ploceus philippinus), has already been described, it is 
the one shown in our Plate, it is found over the greater 
part of India and Ceylon , Finn’s Baya (Ploceus megarhynclius) 
may be recognized at all seasons by its larger size and m 
summer has the chm and throat golden-yellow , it has been 
obtained in the Kumaon and Duars , the Malay Baya (Ploceus 
infortunatus infortunatus) only occurs with us in Burma 
from Thaunghoo ai^d Karenm southwards , the Eastern Baya 
(Ploceus infortunatus hurmanicus) is found in the Lower Himalayas 
from Nepal to Assam, Eastern Bengal and Burma north of 
Thaunghoo and Karenm , both these birds have fulvous breasts 
and only difier m the former being smaller than the latter In 
winter they are practically similar to the Baya. The Eastern 
Baya is even a more familiar bird than the Baya, as it, besides 
building in our gardens, also, sometimes, enters verandahs attaching 
its nest to the thatch on the eaves or to some trellis work. The 
Malay race, on the other hand, usually builds on trees overhanging 
water and is said to be never far from paddy-fields or the banks 
of the larger rivers , the late Mi Eobinson mentions that their 
nests are generally situated near the nests of the large handsome, 
but VICIOUS, hornet (Vespa cincta) and the red ant (CEcopJiylla 
smaragdina) which is equally vicious The nests of all these Bayas 
are similar, except Finn’s Baya, which makes a more or less rounded 
one with the entrance on the side and attached to the tree in two or 
more places. 
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IS the richest coloured race, the upper plumage being edged with 
rufous instead of fulvous and the lower plumage more heavily- 
streaked in winter all the Striated Weaver-bu-ds can be recognized 
by their streaked breasts , this race occurs in the Himalayan Terai 
from Garhwal to Eastern Assam and in the humid tracts throughout 
Bengal and Northern Orissa and in Burma south to Tavoy and 
in the Shan States They all like reed-covered swamps to breed in 
and the nests are very similar to those of the Black-throated 
Weaver-bird, except that, in the Burmese race, there are fewer 
supports and less of the material is woven mto the nest ; they are 
very gregarious breeders, the Smd race often breeding m huge 
colonies Hume once found nearly a hundred nests “ m a small 
bulrush island not 20 yards m diameter ” 

Like most of its relatives, the Weaver-bird is largely gramini- 
vorous, feeding on seeds of grass, paddy, millets, and weeds, but a 
certain proportion of insect food, mostly small beetles and cater- 
pillars, IS taken It cannot be claimed as a useful bu’d, and during 
times of forest fires the nests sometimes burn through at the base 
and may then be blown, all ablaze, for hundreds of yards into areas 
which would otherwise escape from the fire 

Its feeding habits make it comparatively easy to keep the 
Baya as a cage-bird and it is often so kept, young birds being 
offered for sale in Calcutta during August Given a large enough 
space, the Baya will weave its wonderful nest in confinement, but 
requires all the space for itself for, as Cunningham says, “ they 
are very undesirable additions to any aviary containing other 
kinds of small birds, as they are very aggressive, and are possessed 
by a deeply-rooted desire to hammer in the skulls of their 
neighbours, which, as Abdur Rahman in his autobiography 
remarks of a Baluchi tribe of similar disposition, ‘ naturally causes 
disputes ’ ” 




THE INDIAN HOUSE-SPARROW 
(Passer dojjiesticus indicus) 







THE HOUSE-SPARROW 


{Passer domesUcus) 

% 

1 ’HE Indian House-Sparrow needs little introduction to our 
readers, as it is only too familiar througiiout India, occurring 
abundantly in all towns and by no means uncommonly in all 
country districts Tbe Indian race differs slightly from the form so 
familiar m Europe in being usually much whiter about the sides of 
the head and in having more black below the eye and at the base 
of the cheeks, so that the Eastern form looks more brightly coloured 
than the Western, but these characters vary considerably and the 
Indian race is not now considered as more than a local form of the 
European species However, as Hume says, “ What is in a name ^ 
Call him domesticus or indicus, it doesn’t alter his depraved nature, 
does not make him one whit less detestable only there is a certain 
lucus a non lucendo sarcasm involved m the Linnsean name that 
aggravates. 

“If domesticity consists in sitting upon the punkah-ropes 
all day, chit, chit, chit, chittering ceaselessly when a fellow wants 
to work, banging down m angry conflict with another wretch on 
to the table, upsetting the ink, and playing old Harry with 
every Lhmg, strewing one’s drawing-room daily with straw, feathers, 
rags, and every conceivable kind of rubbish m insane attempts to 
build a nest where no nest can be if, I say, these and flfty similar 
atrocities constitute domesticity, heaven defend us from this 
greatly lauded virtue, and let us cease to preach to our sons the 
merits of domesHc wives ! Conceive a wife evincing similar 
tendencies * Why, there isn’t a jury m the country who would 
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none of tiie birds from Nagpur contamed any insects and of the 
eight from Piisa only two contained, between them, two small 
weevils and another small beetle The young nestlings, it is true, 
are fed largely on an insect diet, composed chiefly of caterpillars, 
but as the young grow older the proportion of insect food given 
them IS diminished until, when they are about three weeks old, 
their diet is made up almost wholly of gram The same story is 
revealed in Australia, whither this bird has been introduced 
with the unfortunate results so often encountered in the case of 
introduced animals and plants, and m a Bulletm on “ The Pood 
of Austraban Birds ” we read that, of 127 Sparrows examined, 
sixty-four birds contamed wheat and maize seeds and it is remarked 
that this bird is “ a pest anywhere, m spite of the fact that it eats 
many msects”. Besides grass-seeds and occasional msects, the 
Sparrow does not disdain the smaller fruits and m the mulberry 
season an extra annoyance is added to its presence m houses 
owmg to its partiality for this fruit 

The nestmg season is prmcipally from February to May but 
two or more broods are undertaken annually and breeding 
contmues throughout the year, the semi-domesticated conditions 
of this bird’s existence not restrictmg it to any one season of the 
year Its nest is a shapeless bundle of straw, grass, rags, wool 
or anything else obtamable, thickly lined with feathers and stuffed 
into any available hole or recess m or about houses, walls, old wells, 
etc , or rarely even m the centre of a thick bush If a tree or a 
climber on a wall be chosen loi the nestmg site the nest is better 
made and is often a substantial dome-bke structure with the 
entrance at the side, but its position is usually betrayed by 
long untidy pieces of straw left trailing outside Five or six eggs, 
sometimes even more, are laid at each bieedmg season, the eggs 
bemg typically somewhat elongated ovals and but little pomted, 
either gieemsh, greyish, or yellowish-white, marked with close 
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KashiRir House-Sparrow {Passer dmnesticus j)arhini) occurs m 
Kaslrnm*, Ladakh and Tibet and m winter in North-West India 
and Baluchistan^, it difFeis from the preceding lace in being larger 
and the chestnut of the male deeper and black on the breast more 
extensive ,_the female is also laiger and darker. 

The habits of all are the same There are few places where 
House-Sparrows, in one form or another, do not occur but the 
Andamans, Nicobais and Burma below Moulmem have escaped 
that privilege 1 1 They aie common m Simla but have not yet 
succeeded to penetrate mto the Darjeelmg district above 4,500 
feet and m the station itself the Malay Tree-Spairow {Passer 
montanus mdlaccensis), a much superior bu'd, reigns supreme 








THE WHITE WAGTAIL 


{Motacilla alba) 

I NDIA iias many buds wliicli visit tlie Plains as winter touiists 
only, passing the summer months eithei in the Hills or m “ the 
back of beyond ” far to the north of the mighty Himalayas Every- 
one IS familiar with the fact that ducks, for example, migrate in 
this way but it may be news to some of our readers that most of our 
common wagtails also act in this manner, visitmg India only in the 
cold weather and passing the summer in Noithein Asia About a 
dozen different forms are found in India but only one {Motacilla 
mademsjpatensis), a black wagtail with a conspicuous white eyebrow, 
looking not unlike a magpie-robin but never carrying the tail 
erected, is a permanent resident All are very similar m general 
build, bemg slenderly built, dainty-lookmg buds, mostly coloured 
in mixtures of black, white and grey, occasionally yellowish or 
greenish, then delicate slimuess harmonizmg well with their lightness 
of gait as they run with great speed after then quarry, never hopping 
but sometimes making little sallies into the an*, and constantly 
wagging then tails whose outer feathers are always white and con- 
spicuous durmg flight , whence then popular name Then, as 
Cunningham has well remarked, they are so alluringly tame, merely 
runumg on in front of one and expostulatmg at bemg disturbed , 
and, if persistently followed along a narrow path, making off on a 
brief, undulatmg flight to pitch anew a little way ahead in a way 
that gives one the fullest opportumty of becoming familiar with 
them They are so tame that they often come into verandahs of 
bungalows and pick up insects off the floor. The migrant species 
usually arrive m India durmg September and remain with us until 
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patch on the breast, the remainder of lower plumage white , the 
wmgs white with much black on them , the middle tail-feathers 
black, the outer ones white Our Plate gives a good general idea 
of its appearance It has a veij pleasant note It is found through- 
out most parts of India dining the winter months but does not 
occur m Southern India nor south of Moulmem in Burma The 
Masked Wagtail {M alba jpe') sonata) differs from alba duUiunensis 
by the eai -coverts and sides of neck being always black, whereas 
in M alba dukhunetms these parts are always whitewashed The 
distribution of M 2)67 sonata much resembles that of M alba duUiu- 
nensis , it IS a constant resident and breeds m Kashmir and the 
North-West Frontier 

The Streak-eyed Wagtail {MotaciUa alba oculaiis) differs from 
the other White Wagtails in havmg a black streak through the 
eye , it is found in winter in Burma, Assam and Eastern Bengal 
and IS the commonest White Wagtail in Assam dmang that time 
of the year There are thiee other races of White Wagtail, the 
Persian White Wagtail {Motacilla alba peisica), some specimens 
tiom North-West India are considered to be this race and Swmhoe’s 
White Wagtail {MotaciUa alba baicalensis) a record of which there 
IS from North Cachar All of these Wagtails frequent gardens, 
etc , ]ust the same as the typical race {Motacilla alba alba) which 
IS a rare stiaggler to North-West India and the Punjab apparently 
not so rare there as five out of seven collected by Mr Whistler at 
Jhelum were identified as this race 

The White Wagtail {Motacilla alba alba) is a regular visitor to 
England durmg its time of migration fiom the Continent of Europe 
and bleeds in England at times and has been known to pair there 
with the Pied Wagtail {M lugubiis), a species which does not occur 
in India Its nest has been found there in such odd places as m a 
Sand Martm’s burrow, in the middle of a strawberry bed, and 







THE TREE-PIPIT 


{Anthiis liodgsom) 

1 ’HE Pipits, contaiued m the genus Antlnis, are all rather dull- 
coloured buds m shape lilve Wagtails, to Avhich indeed they 
aie closely allied, and may be recognized by then streaked upper 
plumage and compaiatively short tail Ovei twenty difieient 
lands occur withm the Indian Empue and resemble one another 
very closely, so that they aie difficult to distinguish in the living 
condition, theu identification depending on such small pomts as 
the length of the hind claw and slight rlifi'erences in coloration 
To the oidmaiy obseivei, theu, all the Pipits look much alike and a 
bud which IS seen to look much like the one depicted in oui Plate 
may be set down as a Pipit but may not necessaiily be the Indian 
Tree-Pipit Pipits as a class aie very highly parasitized by the 
Common Cuckoo, several species of these buds having been found 
to be victimized in this way, but apparently there is no lecoid of the 
subject of our present article having been made use of as a foster 
parent 

This is too large a group to go into in any detail so we only 
give two very common species 

The Indian Tiee-Pipit is another bud which, like the Indian 
White Wagtail, is only a winter visitor to the plains of the whole 
of India and Ceylon In Bihar and Bengal it a2ipeais amongst 
the very earliest of the autumnal immigrants and remains in 
considerable numbers until about April, but during the summer 
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the ground colour is of various shades of grey or stone colour 
speckled all over with reddish-brown, brown or greyish-brown 
but the speckles are usually so dense that little of the ground 
colour IS visible. They breed from May to July. 

hlr C M. Inglis found the nests of this bud at Sandakphu 
(elevation 12,000 feet) in the Darjeeling district on 2nd July, 1904, 
and also at Tonglu (elevation 10,000 feet) on the following day. 
Sandakphu has a kind of alpine pasture, the ground being carpeted 
with many beautiful heibaceous plants of alpine chaiacter, such 
as Piimulas of several kinds and Aconite , also amongst the rocks 
occurs a common stilf-bianched shiub {Potenhlla fruhcosa, Linn ) 
with handsome yellow flowers and silveiy foliage The nests were 
made of grass and roots with a leaf or two on the outside and found 
on the sloping grassy banks, generally hidden under a clump 
of grass, often also close to the rocks On 2nd July young birds 
had abeady hatched out but fiesh eggs were obtained on the 
following day. Mr Whistler describes some nests as “ a shallow 
cup composed of moss and diy glass, lined with flne dry grass- 
stems and a few hans ” , those we took had no moss in their 
construction. 

During the 1921 Mount Everest Expedition a specimen of the 
Indian Tree-Pipit was collected on East Everest at a height of 
17,500 feet and this species was observed migrating on the side of 
Mount Everest at an elevation of 20,000 feet. 

The Indian Pipit {Anthus ncliardi rufulus), or Indian Tit-Lark, 
is a very similai species which is likely to be found in any gaiden 
in which the grass is allowed to grow long It is one of the Pipits 
with long hind claws and are fulvous-brown above and fulvous 
below with a few brown stieaks on the breast Unlike the Tiee- 
Pipit, It remains with us throughout the year, breeding in the 







THE WHITE-EYE 


{Zost&iofs jpal'peh osa) 

A ll of tiie birds witb wbicli we Lave dealt in our previous 
papers have been not only common, but also conspicuous 
species probably well known to all wio live in India The subject 
of our present note, however, although sufficiently common in all 
localities in the Plains, is decidedly not a conspicuous bird and is 
easily passed over unnoticed 

The White-eye is a small bmd, two-thu’ds only of the size of the 
common sparrow, in colour greenish-golden yellow, gieyish-white 
below, with a bright yellow chin and throat and a patch of yellow 
beneath the tail , around the eye is a iing of white feathers, whence 
this bu’d derives its popular English name , on this account it is also 
sometimes called the Spectacle Bird It seems to have no verna- 
cular Indian name This white eye-rmg is distinctive and readily 
permits the identification of its owner as a member of this group, 
which IS placed as a separate family, the Zosteropidas Eleven' 
species and sub-species of White-eye aie recognized in the Fauna 
volume on Birds, of which Z jtal^ehosa is split up mto six sub- 
species These come into two groups, of which five have no yellow 
stieak down the centre of the abdomen and the sixth, the Cachar 
White-eye {Zosteiojps 2J(^lpehosa eacliaiensis), has one , the others 
are impossible to distinguish except in the hand as they only 
differ in the tone of the colour of the plumage and length of the 
bill We vull only give the names and habitat of these six, as 
given by Mr Stuart-Baker The Indian WTute-eye {Zostei ojps 'palfe- 
hrosa palpehosa) “ Bengal, Orissa, East Central Provinces and 
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Burma. It breeds, according to locality, from January to 
September, but tbe beginning of tlie liot weatber is its normal 
bleeding season in most localities, and at that time tbe cock bird 
sings a sweet little song. In ISTortii Biiar it breeds from April to 
July, the earliest nest kaving been found on 1st Apiil and tke latest 
on 23rd July Witli tke exception of one nest found in a jack tree 
aU the nests found have been in mango trees. Sometimes tbeie 
are two bioods in the year The nest is suspended between two 
twigs or more larely in a f oik of a branch, at any elevation from 
less than a foot to sixty feet from the giound, but the majority build 
at comparatively low elevations, between two and six feet from 
the ground It varies much m size and in the materials of which 
it is composed but is always a soft, delicate little cup, sometimes 
quite shallow, sometimes decidedly deep, and almost always is 
suspended like a miniatuie Oiiole’s nest, from small twigs or leaves 
The paient birds set to woik with cobwebs and first tie together 
two or three leafy twigs, to which they intend to attach then* 
nest, and then use any available fine fibrous material (such as 
vegetable fibres, fine roots, thread, floss silk or cobwebs) to 
complete the outer fabric of their very beautiful and compact 
nest As the work progresses, more fibres and cobwebs are used, 
so that the nest might be taken by a casual observer for an 
accidental accumulation of rubbish caught in a spider-web The 
interior is lined with silky seed-down, ham, feathers, moss, fine 
grass, etc , according to the materials available The external 
diameter of the nest is about 2^ to 3 inches and the depth 
varies from one to two inches, the egg cavity being about 
inches in diameter Two eggs are laid as a rule, occasionally 
three and very rarely four. The egg is rather long and pointed 
at the smaller end, about 16 mm long by 12 mm. broad, in colour 
uniformly very pale-blue or greenish-blue, without any markings ; 
but occasionally the egg is capped with a zone of rather deeper 
and purer blue. 














SOME SUNBIRDS OR HONEY-SUCKERS 

' I 'HE Magpie-Robin described m a previous article is by no means 
A the only bird whose cheery notes enliven our compounds 
Conspicuous amongst the smaller feathered songsters and appealing 
both to eye and ear are the exquisite little Sunbirds oi Honey- 
suckers, of which the males, clothed in metallic colours, aie 
amongst the most beautiful of the birds which occur in India 
We have none of those lovely little gems, the Hummmg-birds, 
which flash splendidly from flower to flower in South America, 
but we may almost imagine that we have when we see a tiny 
bird, clad in the most brilliant purple plumage, hovering over 
a flower with rapidly vibrant wings and extracting nectar with 
its long tongue, quite in the manner of a Humming-bird or 
Hawk-moth. Such a bird is almost sure to be the male of one 
of our species of Sunbirds belonging to the genus Le'ptocoma, 
of which twelve species occur within Indian limits, but of these 
only three are commonly distributed in the Plains Loten’s 
Sunbird {Le'ptocoma lote'ma), which occurs m Ceylon and Southern 
India, bemg wholly dark metallic purple above, with a snuff- 
brown abdomen and a long curved beak, the Purple Sunbird 
{Leptocorm asiatica), which is found throughout the Plains of India 
and in Ceylon, but is only a summer visitor to the Punjab, being 
very similar to the preceding, but with a violet-black abdomen 
and a shorter curved beak , and the Purple-rumped Sunbird 
{Leptocorm zeylomca) which occurs in Ceylon, Southern and Central 
India, but not in Northern India or Burma, and is distinguished 
from the other two by its bright yellow lower plumage and crimson 
back In Calcutta the Purple-rumped Sunbird is the commonest 
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upper part of abdomen rich deep maroon and tbe remainder 
of the lower plumage is black The females diher little from 
those already mentioned 

In their habits all the species are very similar, frequenting 
flowering trees and shrubs, in gardens or forests, extracting the 
nectar from the flowers with their long tubular tongues, either 
occasionally hovering on the wing or more frequently clinging to 
slendei twigs But, besides carrying out the poet’s dictum. 


For he on honey-dew hath fed ”, 


these little birds variegate their diet with small insects, for catching 
which their long bills are admirably adapted, both mandibles being 
serrated along the terminal thu’d of their length Small spiders, 
caterpillars, beetles, bugs and flies, probably m most cases themselves 
visitors to flowers, fall a prey to these birds We have also seen 
the Purple Sunbird picking insects from off the ground and also 
flying up and catching them on the wing 

Besides being useful in helping to reduce the numerous insects 
which haunt our gardens, Sunbirds are also directly beneficial by 
helping to pollinate many flowers Writing of L zeylomcus in 
Calcutta, Cunningham says that “ the curious narrow tubular 
flowers of Hamelia 'patens are very special favourites, owing to 
the large store of nectar in their lower ends , and during the whole 
time that the shrubs are in flower they are sure to be alive with 
honey-suckers every morning In this, and doubtless in many 
other cases, they seem to play a very important part in securing 
cross-fertilization ; for, by the help of a field-glass, one can clearly 
see that every time their bills are withdrawn from one tube and 
thrust into another, they are thickly smeared with golden pollen , 
and when flowers from which they have just been feeding are 
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delightful little birds may often be seen feeding on one flowering 
bush, fluttering and bopping about or swmgmg bead downwards 
suspended by tbeir strong prehensile feet whilst they imbibe the 
nectar from the flowers, the still, damp air alive with their cheerful 
twittermgs The cock bird in the breedmg season is a truly gorgeous 
little creature, appearing a blue-black at a Lttle distance , but when 
seen at close quarters the colour is a metallic violet-blue or greemsh, 
the colour changing according to the intensity and angle of the 
light on it so that it may appear shining blaclash-purple or green 
or more often mauve 


ceu nubibus arcus 
^TlHe lacit varios adverso sole colores ” 


Under the base of his wings he cariies a large tuft of mixed 
orange-red and yellow feathers, which is ordmarily concealed undei 
the wings, but which piojects when the bird is settled for repose 
and IS displayed when courting Like human bipeds, however, the 
Purple Sunbird does not wear his wedding garments throughout 
the year, for after the nesting season is over he doffs them and 
assumes female plumage, retaining only a dark metallic violet streak 
from chin to abdomen as a maik of his sex It may be added that 
there is a certain amount of difference of opinion as to whether the 
purple plumage of the male is or is not retamed throughout the year, 
Messrs. Oates and Dewar contending that, when once assumed, it 
never changes , but Finn, in an article in the Jour ml of the Astatic 
Society of Bengal (Vol LXVII, Part II, No 1, 1898), settled this 
question, having noticed the change take place in a specimen 
which he kept, and which, when he got it, was mostly purple 
but by the first week of August was in non-breeding dress We 
agree with Pmn as to the change and, fiom observations made at 
Pusa, can state definitely that males in full breeding (purple) 
plumage are not to be found during the rains when the majority of 
males are in non-breeding plumage although an occasional one 
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to tlie entrance the wall of the nest, which is ready some days 
before the eggs aie laid, is pushed out a little so as to give room 
for the tail of the sitting bird This pushing out of the back 
of the nest is one of the last portions of the work, and the 
female may be seen gomg m and out to try the fit, over and over 
again When sittmg, the head of the bird is seen ]ust peepmg out 
of the entrance The completed structure looks like anjTlihmg but a 
nest and resembles a mass of dead leaves and lubbish caught m 
an old spider’s web The rows of sticks which support edible and 
sweet peas in our gardens form a very favourite nesting site for 
this bird in North Bihar, as these sticks are in the ground durmg 
February and March, but the nest may be suspended almost any- 
where, usually from the end of a branch of a bush or small tree, 
preferably a thorny one A creeper, such as rose, Qmsquahs, or 
Stephanotis, growing up the outer wall of a bungalow, is a very 
favourite site It is usually placed between two and five feet from 
the ground but we have seen one as high up as forty feet The 
nest shown in Plate XX, as will be seen, was hung on to a piece of 
wire netting Suspended in this way it is tolerably safe from 
enemies Two is the normal number of eggs laid, but occasionally 
there may be three, the eggs measurmg about 16 mm. by 11 5 mm , 
being dull white marked with various shades of brown Sometimes 
at least, only one of the young is reared up, and indeed there 
seems no room m this small nest for more than one fully-fledged 
nestling 

The Sunbirds are protected throughout the whole year in 
Burma, Bombay and Bengal, and presumably in Mysore also, as 
it IS certainly a “ bird of song 

Mr. C. M. Inglis has kept a specimen of the Purple-rumped 
Sunbird m captivity for six months, feeding it on a mixture of 
sugar and sattoo. 
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THE NEPAL YELLOW-BACKED SUNBIRD THE EIRE-TAILED YELLOW-BACKED BL'NBIRD 
(/Ethopyga lupalensts mpalens>s) {Mlhopyga igmcauda igmcauda) 

THE INDIAN YELLOW-BACKED SUNBIRD 
( Ethopyga -tiparaja tiehence) 




SOME OTHER SUNBIRDS 


I 'HHJ above-mentioned buds m the last chapter belong, as 
already stated, to the genus Leptocoma, but we have 
altogether some thirty-four species and races of Sunhirds within 
Indian limits and these aie divided into four genera, the largest 
genus m pomt of numbers being JLtliopyga, with seventeen races, 
contaimng those birds in which the males have lengthened middle 
tail-featheis and yellow rumps In this genus the commonest 
Plains species is the Himalayan Yellow-backed Sunbud {^EiJiopyga 
siparaja seJieiicB), a bnd with most of the upper plumage 
crimson, as is likewise the lower plumage as far as the breast , 
it also has a purple moustache-like streak and the lengthened 
tail-feathers are metallic gieeu , this bnd is represented at the 
bottom of Plate XYT This Sunbnd is conmion in the Plains 
of North-Eastern Bengal, Assam and Cachar, and is also found 
along the foot of the Himalayas, which it ascends to a considerable 
height. It IS parasitized in Assam by the Emerald Cuckoo 
{Ohalcites maculatus maculatus), and Air Inglis has taken several 
of this Cuckoo’s eggs from the nests of this Sunbird 

There are six races of Mthojiyga siparaja in India, the males 
all with crimson breasts, five of which have the breast unstreaked 
with yellow and one with it boldly streaked with that colour, the 
first group may again be divided into those which have the tail 
metallic purple and its central feathers only slightly longer than the 
others and those in which the tail is green and the central feathers 
much longer than the others Those with unstreaked breasts and 
purple tails are the Tenasserim Yellow-backed Sunbird {^thopyga 
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(12,000 feet) in that district and it was a beautiful sight seeing 
them amongst the rhododendron blooms (our Plate shows this) , 
the other laces mentioned by Mr Stuart-Baker are too rare 
to require mention The last of the Sunbnds which comes 
readily into gardens is also a hill bird, the Nepal Yellow-backed 
Sunbird {/Ethopyga nipalensis mpalensis) , the male is shown at the 
top of Plate XXT , this, the typical lace, is found in Eastern Nepal, 
Sikkim across to Assam, Manipui and the Kauri-Kachm Hills, 
Shan States , no desciiption is necessary This is the commonest 
Sunbird m Darjeeling, frequenting gardens just as often as the 
forest , they are tame little birds and can be observed at a very 
close range At various seasons of the year they may be found 
from 3,000 feet up to 10,000 feet There are two other races, 
Blyth’s Yellow-backed Sunbird {/Ethopyga mpalensis horsfieldi) 
found in Garhwal and Kumaon with most of the upper back green 
instead of maroon and often with no scarlet streaks on the breast 
and Rippon’s Yellow-backed Sunbird {Mthopyga mpalensis victonos) 
from Mount Vrctoria, Chin Hills, which differs from the latter rn 
havrng the breast streaked with scarlet Nothing has been recorded 
about the habits of either of these two races The remammg 
members of this genus are forest lovmg bnds but one Mrs Gould’s 
Yellow-backed Sunbird {Mthopyga gouldicB gouldice), though not 
actually shot in the garden, was found near the house at Mangpu in 
the Darjeeling District It is a very handsome bud , its distribution 
IS given by Mr Stuart-Baker as “ Himalayas, from the Sutlej 
Valley to the extreme east of Assam, Naga Hills, south of the 
Brahmaputra above 6,000 feet and also Mount Victoria, in the 
Chin Hills, from 6,000 feet upwards ”, it has the top'of the head, 
chin, throat, a patch behind the eye and one beside the breast and 
most of the central tail-feathers metallic purple-blue , the rest of 
the upper plumage crimson , the rump and lower plumage bright 
yellow streaked with crimson on the breast , there rs another race 
of this species found in Assam and Mampui and piobably the Duars, 
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15 lx 11 4 mm. , mussooriensis eggs are like the second type and 
measure 15 3x114 mm. , vigoisi eggs are very like selience eggs but 
larger , the eggs of igmcauda vary a lot in colour and size Mr. 
Stuart-Baker mentions the following types, “ pure white, scantily 
marked with small blotches of pinky-brown , another is creamy-pink 
with more numerous markings , whilst a thud is livid pink, freckled 
all over with purplish-red, coalescing to form a cap at the larger 
end They vary from 14 3 X 11 0 to 18 8 X 12 5 mm (Osmaston) ; 
Mr. Stuart-Baker gives the average as 157X11 8 mm , the eggs 
of gouldicB differ from all others in then* very pale coloration, scantily 
freckled with pale reddish-biown and confined to the larger end ; 
the eggs of ni'palensis are white with reddish-brown spots at the 
larger end , they are longer than those of selience 






THE GOLDEN-BACKED WOODPECKER 

[Bmcliyjpternus henglialensis) 

M any of the roads on the Pusa Estate being well bordered by 
trees, it is a common experience to hear the qiiickly-iepeated 
tapping sound of a woodpecker as it digs away with its beak at a 
branch in which it has perceived the presence of some wood-boring 
insect If the noise is traced to its source, it will usually be found 
to originate from a medium-sized bird coloured in black and golden- 
yellow and with a bright crimson crest, which may be seen clinging 
to the baik with its powerful claws, supported by its short stiff tail, 
and hammering away with its short, stout, chisel-like bill This 
bird IS the Northern Golden-backed Woodpecker {Bracliy'pternus 
benghalenszs henghalensis), with the throat strealed black and 
white and back golden-yellow, which is common throughout 
North India, Bombay, Central India, Bihar, Bengal and Oiissa, 
ascending the hills to about three or four thousand feet, but not 
apparently known m Upper Assam or Burma It is generally 
seen singly or in pairs and often one may be seen following the other 
from tree to tree In Sind, Baluchistan, and parts of the Punjab 
it IS replaced by the Sind Golden-backed Woodpecker {B benglia- 
lensts dilutus), also with the streamed throat but the back more a 
lemon-yellow , in Southern India by the Southern Golden-backed 
Woodpecker {B bengJialensis puncticolhs) with the throat spotted 
black and white and back orange-yellow ; in Northern Ceylon by 
the Ceylon Golden-backed Woodpecker {B henglialensis ceylonus) 
also with a spotted throat and back less orange and of smaller size, 
and in other parts of Ceylon by the Ceylon Red-backed Woodpecker 
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and fruits may occasionally be added Tbe late C Mason exam- 
ined the stomachs of sixteen buds throughout the year at Pusa 
and found 3,921 insects of which the gieat ma]ority were ants, and 
it IS notable that only one of these sixteen birds was found to contam 
longicorn beetle larvse, al- 
though observation renders 
it certain that this bird does 
feed to some extent on 
wood-boring insects, which 
its long, worm-like, extensile 
tongue, armed with a many- 
barbed horny tip, is so ,ad- 
mirably fitted to extract 
from their burrows after these 
have been laid open by the 
vigorous blows of the strong 
chisel-like beak In Eastern 
Bengal it is stated to feed 
on the laivae and pupse of 
Hoploceram'byx s^imcorms, 
a longicorn borer pest of 
sal {SJiorea robusta), and m 
Madras it is stated to be 
very paitial to toddy-palms, 
which may be due to the 
fact that these trees are 
infested by Oryctes tliinoceios 
and RkyncJiopliorus ferni- 
gineus. At Pusa many of the dead sissu branches, at which one 
sees this woodpecker tapping away, aie infested with a tree-living 
termite {Copiotermes Imrm) and, although Mr. Mason’s stomach 
records do not support this, it is probable that this termite may 
provide a certain propoition of its food As is the case with so many 
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below tbe entrance No regular nest is formed, tbe eggs being 
laid on a few cliips of wood Tbe young, wlien first batclied, are 
naked but assume tke sexual coloration witli tke first featkers If 
cauglit young, they may be trained to a diet of “ sattoo ” witli 
some soft fruit and occasionally some insects 

In Bengal, Burma, Madras, Bombay and Assam tins bird is 
protected by law tkrougliout tke whole year 




THE NORTHERN GREEN BARBET 
{Theretceryx zeylamcus caniceps) 





THE GREEN BARBET 


{The) eicei yx zeylamcus) 

A lthough comnnon enougli wEere it occurs, tEe Green Barbet 
]s not found in tEe less wooded areas of tEe country, sucE as tEe 
Punjab and Sind, Rajputana, and tEe more open parts of tEe Deccan 
and Carnatic In areas wEere it does occur, Eowever, it is sufficiently 
a common bird to merit mclusion in our list, especially as its call is 
probably more familiar tEan its personal appearance It is a 
tEick-set bird, about as large as a myna, witE a tEick, Eeavy bdl, 
in colour of a bright leaf-green witE a browmsE Eead and a bare 
orange-yellow patcE around tEe eye , but, as it always keeps near 
tEe tree-tops, it is less often seen tEan Eeard Sometimes it may be 
seen on tEe wmg, wEen its ffigEt is strong but rather Eeavy and 
undulatmg Its call is loud and monotonous, but by no means 
harsh or discordant, and is usually written tw-r-r-i, hutur, hutur, 
kutur, the call being mdicated in the various vernacular names, 
such as Kotur (Hmdustam), Kuturga (MaEratti), Kotoruwa (Smba- 
lese) and Kutur (Tamil) The call often sounds much like the word 
Pakrao, repeated several times 

Like most other Ends, Eowever, this Barbet is not confined to 
the use of a single, note In this connection Mr. Stuart-Baker, m Eis 
" Birds of North CacEar ”, writmg about a very similar and closely 
allied bird, the Assam Lmeated Barbet {Thereiceryx lineatus 
liodgsom), makes the following mterestmg remarks “ I have Eeard 
this bird libelled as bemg a bird of one note , now any one who 
has listened to it caiefully must afimit that it has many. Whilst 
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Blanford states that the characteristic " call is heard from 
January or February till June ”, and Dewar also says that this is 
heard during the latter part of the cold weather and the early 
part of the hot weather ” Where the bird is common, however, the 
call may be heard throughout the year, although more persistently 
during the first half of the year. During the rains, one of these 
birds may often be heard callmg softly, as if talking to itself, and 
occasionally one or more birds give utterance to the usual loud call. 
As I wiite these lines (8th November) a Green Barbet is calling at 
intervals in a nearby tree 

Nesting takes place in a hole in a soft-wooded tree, usually 
m a dead branch or main stem, excavated by the bird itself, for 
which purpose its heavy bill seems well adapted. 

The nest-hole is rather small, about five inches in diameter, 
and the passage leading into it is about six inches to two feet long, 
about two and a half inches in diameter, and very smoothly 
rounded olf inside and bevelled off at the entrance, which is 
often situated on the underside of a branch and which in any 
case IS always so placed that it does not face upwards, thus 
avoiding flooding of the nest-hole by rain The nest is usually 
placed fairly high up in a tree, twenty feet or more above the 
ground, but may occasionally be found lower down. No regular 
nest IS constructed, the eggs being placed on a few chips of wood 
in the nest-hole. When nestmg, the birds are very shy about 
approaching or leaving the nest-hole whilst they are under 
observation 

In Bihar the nesting season is chiefly in March and April, but 
further North eggs may be found in May or even in June. The eggs, 
which are dull white, and slightly glossy, measure about 30 mm by 
22 mm , and three or four eggs are usually laid 
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or four axe also sometimes laid , they resemble those of the other 
Green Barbets but are smaller. 

Another Barbet, which occurs along the lower ranges of the 
Himalayas and down to the south of Burma and which may often 
be seen m Calcutta, is the Bengal Blue-throated Barbet {Oijano'ps 
asialica asiaiica) which is a green bird, as large as a myna, with 
sky-blue patches on the cheeks and throat. Its call consists of a long 
series of thrilling notes, usually “ Ktirrawiik, Kurrawiik . . ” but 
sometimes “ Kiikarruk, Kukarriik . preceded by a number of 
low, clucking notes. Although it piefers foiest country it comes 
into many gardens. Besides feeding largely on fruit it also eats 
soft insects and iilr. Stuart-Baker has taken a centipede from the 
stomach of one. Like the Green Barbet, this bird nests in a hole 
which it excavates in a dead stump or branch of a tree. 



Tho Bengal Blue throated Barbet* 
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THE CRIMSON-BREASTED BARBET OR 
COPPERSMITH 

{Xantliolcema iKBrnace-plidla) 

/ the very hottest day of tlie year, when the brazen sky 
^ ^ compels eveiy ammal to take advantage of any piece of 
grateful shade and the loquacity of even the crow is stilled, a soft, 
liquid, monotonous and sustained “ tonlc-tork-tonk ” gives 
evidence that the Coppersmith does not find the heat too enervat- 
ing for song Its note, which may be compared to the distant 
sound of a smith beating a sheet of metal, whence its popular 
name of Coppersmith, is sufficiently familiar during the hot 
weather in almost every garden throughout the Plains of India, 
but to most of those who hear its call it is indeed a case of “ vox et 
frcBterea mini ”, the owner of the voice being rarely observed 
unless especially looked for Not that its appearance is any- 
thing to be ashamed of , on the contraiy, it is a most gorgeously 
coloured little bird, dressed in green and crimson, the details of 
which will be seen on reference to our Plate. 

The Coppersmith is usually referred to in books on birds as the 
Crimson-breasted Barbet and, as this name implies, belongs to the 
family of Barbets, which comprises some twenty-five species and 
sub-species of smallish, thick-set, green, fruit-eating birds, with a 
short strong bill, rounded wings and ten tail-feathers We have 
already dealt with this group m connection with the Common 
Green Barbet {Thereiceryx zeylamcus) and the Coppersmith may 
be distmguished by its yellow throat and blaclash cheeks from 
the other species of Xantholcema, which are themselves separated 
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begin to call more and more frequently until in tbe beigbt of summer 
tbe monotonously metallic ringing of tbeir notes goes on, almost 
constantly, from dawn to sunset. Wben preparing to call they 
usually take up a prominent place in the crown of a tree, often 
clinging to the side of an upriglit twig , and all the time tbat they 
cry they go on constantly turning tbeir beads from side to side whilst 
their throats swell and their whole bodies thrill with the force of 
their vocal efforts The movements of the head give rise to a 
strangely ventrdoquial effect, so that the successive sounds might 
readily be mistaken for the answering notes of two buds mstead of 
the contmuous call of one. Towards the end of the hot weather, and 
during the early part of the rainy season, they cease to cry so 
incessantly, because the care of their young families takes up too 
much time to leave them much leisure for any other occupation 
To some people the monotonous note, repeated mdefinitely like the 
tick of a clock, is a source of exasperation until they are ready 
to exclaim with the apostle, “ Alexander the Coppersmith hath 
wrought me much evil ”, and m some parts of India which are not 
cursed with the ear-sphtting shrieks of the Hawk-Cuckoo, the 
latter’s name of '' Bram-fevex Bird ” is even at times misapplied to 
the Coppersmith ; but to most people their song is soothing and it is 
at least constant and consistent and devoid of the exasperating 
quality of intermittence found in the true Bram-fever Bird 

Like other Barbets, the Coppersmith is a frugivorous bird 
and seems to confine itself entirely to wild fig fruits, not being 
known to attack cultivated fruits at all.'*' The late Mr. C. W. 
Mason examined the stomach contents of fiiteen birds at Pusa 

♦ Mr C M Ingbs, however, writes that pnor to painting the Plate he carefully studied 
the bird so as to try to obtain a natural position, and one morning, wbd'^t watching several of 
them on a guava tree m fruit, he saw them eatmg voraciously, digging out huge holes m the 
ripe frmt There were about half a dozen birds hard at it at the same time and they played 
havoc with the tree Mr Inglis has also seen these birds sometimes hawking for termites 
[T B F] 
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tapering somewhat towards one end, but with the ends themselves 
broad and obtuse The young birds are much bhe the adult, but 
duller m colour and without the crimson and black markings 
on the head. Occasionally specimens occur in which the green 
plumage of the adult bird is replaced by yellowish 

The Coppersmith, we regret to say, seems rather an ill-natured 
little bu’d and is therefore not adapted to be a desirable inmate of a 
mixed aviary He is not social with other birds rather than 
actively aggressive, but requmes plenty of space and must be fed 
on his natural fiuit diet, as sattu (pea-meal paste), although eagerly 
devoured by this bird, is rapidly poisonous to it. 







THE COMMON HAWK-CUCKOO OR BRAIN-FEVER 

BIRD 


{Hierococcyx vanus) 

" I ’HE common name “ Hawk-Cuckoo ” conveys a good descrip- 
* tion of this bird, as it is really a Cuckoo which looks very like a 
hawk It IS about the size of a Myna, but with a longer tail, 
greyish-brown in colour, whitish beneath, the breast tinged with 
pink, each feather with darker cross-bars, eyes and legs brilliant 
yellow When on the wing, it looks very much like a small hawk 
but, when it alights, it at once assumes a slouching, cuckoo-like 
attitude, with the wings dropped forward so as to touch the peich 
and the tail slightly raised and expanded, thus presenting an 
aspect very different from the compact and alert look of a hawk 
Seen thus, at rest, this bird can hardly be mistaken for a true hawk, 
as it has the furtive, peering ways of common Cuckoos, constantly 
jerking itself from side to side and puffing out its thioat. 

The appearance of the Hawk-Cuckoo is probably less familiai 
to most people than is its note, which has aptly earned for it the 
notorious title of the '' Brain-fever Bird”. Our Indian gardens 
and groves contain many sweet-voiced singers amongst their avian 
denizens and a few whose voices are less grateful to the ear, but 
there is not one whose notes consist of such ear-splitting and nerve- 
racking cries as do those of the Brain-fever Bird With the most 
annoying persistence and reiteration this bird repeats its cry, which 
bears a remarkable resemblance to the word ‘‘ bram-fever ” repeated 
in a piercing shriek running up the scale The cry may also be 
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continuous and uniform kind of noise. One becomes so accustomed 
to the buzz of a dynamo that one awakens at once if it stops. The 
Coppersmith tonh-tonking in the garden all day is hardly heard 
consciously unless one listens for it. But the shrieks of the Brain- 
fever Bird burst their way without ceremony into one’s inner 
consciousness, whether awake or asleep, and one cannot help but 
hear them “ We feel it, we feel it, we peel it ’* go the cries, up 
and up the scale, and then suddenly stop, and one hopes fervently 
that this fiend in bird’s plumage has burst its throat or at least 
flown away out of earshot. But no ; after a short interval it 
begins again and may continue for hours at a stretch Very often 
the performance commences just at dusk, when it has got too dark 
to make out the culprit, and lasts all mght without intermission 
When this sort of thing takes place on a really hot night, the victim, 
who is attempting to woo sleep after a hard day’s work, may well 
be excused if the first dim dawn sees him sallying forth on vengeance 
bent But vengeance IS not always easy to attain The bird usually 
perches high up in a tall tree and keeps so still and is so inconspic- 
uously coloured that, even when its shrieks locate the very branch 
whereon it is sitting, it is not always easy to make out. Further- 
more, it is wary and often flies off as soon as it sees that it has been 
detected There are, however, usually only a few individuals in 
each locality and a comparatively small reduction in numbers works 
wonders in abating the nuisance. The call being very penetrating, 
it often happens that these birds call to one another across a distance 
of perhaps half a mile and, by shooting one bird forming a link in 
the chain between others on either side of it, the chain is broken, 
and a blessed peace reigns once more, at least until another bird 
invades the immediate neighbourhood. In Bihar the call of this 
bird coincides with the approach and duration of the hot, dry 
weather before the Monsoon ; occasionally it may be heard as early 
as in December but more usually commences about February and 
IS continued, becoming more frequent and continuous, until the 
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can find time to imnt these out in the height of the hot weather, 
when it seems to be calling continuously day and night, always 
seems somewhat of a mystery. Like other Cuckoos, it eats hairy 
caterpillars, whose defensive armament piotects them from the 
attacks of most other birds, and it also eats other caterpillars, 
crickets, grasshoppers, bugs and beetles The diet is a mixed 
one, comprising buds and fruits, particularly wild fig fruits, as well 
as insects It is presumably on account of this redeeming feature 
that this bird is protected in Delhi, the Umted Provinces, Bengal 
and Assam 

Like other Cuckoos, the Brain-fever Bud economizes m 
house-keeping, building no nest of its own but placing its eggs in the 
nests of other birds, usually the “ Seven Sisteis ” or some allied 
species of Babblers, the breeding season lasting from April until 
June The eggs are deep blue in colour and measure about 
26 mm by 20 mm , and are about the same size and shape as 
those of the foster-parents The Babbler’s eggs are wholly blue, 
very glossy, hard-shelled and broad, blunt ovals in shape , the 
Hawk-Cuckoo’s eggs are very similar in colour but with a softer, 
more satiny surface, less glossy and with much thicker shells, 
in shape rather more spherical or elliptical and slightly larger 
than in the Babblers When lying side by side in the nest, 
however, the eggs of the Babbler and of the parasitic Cuckoo are 
often practically indistinguishable 

The manner in which Cuckoos’ eggs are deposited in the nests 
of other birds is one which has engaged a great deal of attention. 
Some say that the eggs are always laid in the normal way in the 
nest of the birds selected as foster-parents , the method being 
as follows ; As soon as the hen Cuckoo is ready to lay her egg 
she goes to the desired nest where she picks up one of the fosterer’s 
egg in her bill and deposits her own egg in its place afterwards 
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of Southern India, being cotn-mon in the Nilgiris, and is also found 
in Burma and Malay States 

It breeds between 3,000 and 9,000 feet laying its eggs in the 
nests of various Laugbing-Tbrusbes and Large Spider-Hunters 

The Hawk-Cuckoo is known vernacularly as Kwpah and Pupiya 
m Hindi-speaking districts, as QJiol-gallo in Bengal, as Zakkiiat 
in the Deccan, as Irolan in Malayalam and as Kutti-pitta in Telugu 
districts. 



Spotted Dove 




THE ROSE-RINGED PAROQUET 

(Psittacula Lmmen) 

’ I '’HE great family of tlie Parrots is so widely distributed througb- 
A out the Tropical Regions of tbe World and is composed of so 
many different species that it is difficult to say why the Indian list 
of indigenous forms should be so scanty, only eleven species, 
represented by twenty sub-species, being known to occur But 
perhaps it is well that we have no more ; for, as Dewar remarks, 
“ the green parrot is one of those good things of which it is possible 
to have too much ” 

Parrots are sharply distinguished from all other classes of 
birds by several anatomical peculiaiities in their vertebrse, feet, 
and other parts, into which we need not enter heie. Most Indian 
Parrots are easily recognizable as such, their most obvious characters 
being the short, stout, strongly-hooked bill, thick fleshy tongue, 
movable upper mandible, climbing habits, and (in most species) 
long tail and greemsh colour The subject of our present article 
may be distinguished from all other Indian Parrots by its long tail, 
head (except chin and mandibular stripe in males) and body green, 
bill deep red, with the lower mandible nearly black, with no red 
patch on the wmg-coverts It is by far the commonest and most 
familiar of the green Indian Parrots, occurring abundantly in all 
open and cultivated land around towns and villages, often in large 
flocks, dashing over the tree-tops in swift, arrowlike flight It is 
found practically everywhere throughout the Plains of India, 
and in Ceylon, but seems to be commoner in Northern India than 
in Madras. Another race, the Eastern Rose-ringed Paroquet 
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of tins bird, wbicb. often breaks off a whole bead, delicately 
selects one or two grams, throws away the rest, and breaks off 
another head which is treated in the same way When fruits are 


Sugarcane damaged by Parrots m Assam (from a photograph by Dr 0 A Barber) 




ripe, these birds soon find them out and play havoc with them. 
When no cultivated fruits or crops are in season, the food 
consists of wild fruits (wild figs, Zizyphus, etc ) and seeds The 
late Mr C W. Mason examined fifty-three birds at Pusa and 
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within prison bars, although unfortunately this annual toll seems 
to make little difierence to the total numbers which exist to ravage 
the farmer’s crops. As its powerful beak soon secures its escape 
from a wooden cage, this bird is usually kept in a small dome- 
shaped cage made of hoop-iron, with a sheet-iron floor, which must 
get uncomfortably like an oven in the hot weather With a little 
instruction, this parrot often becomes a good talker, and it can also 
be taught to perform tricks Lockwood Ehplmg tells of one that 
he used to see in the streets of Delhi “ that went through gymnastic 
and military exercises, whirling a tiny torch lighted at each end, 
loading and firing a small cannon, lying dead and coming to life 
again , all done with a comic air of eagerness and enjoyment which 
it seemed hard to impute to mere hunger for the morsels that 
rewarded each trick ” 

The Eose-ringed Paroquet breeds in January and Pebruary in 
Southern India, from March to May further North No regular 
nest IS made but the eggs are laid in a branch of a tree, occasionally 
in a wall If a suitable hole is already available, the birds appro- 
priate it, and couples may often be seen, at Pusa about the end of 
February every year, inspecting eligible sites, which by that time 
are often occupied by Hoopoes. If no acceptable hole can be 
found, the birds may excavate one tor themselves and Colonel 
Butler noted a pair at Deesa which weie at work clearing out the 
hole, in which the eggs were subsequently deposited, foi at least 
three months before the eggs were laid A finished hole, either 
acquired or excavated either wholly or in part, is generally about 
two inches in diameter, and goes straight into the trunk for two 
to four inches and then turns downward for a distance of six inches 
to three feet, the lower portion being expanded into an egg-chamber 
which IS four or five inches in diameter Should a natural hollow 
in the tree be utilized or cut into, the chamber may be much larger 
The entrance hole is cut either into the trunk of a tree or into a 





THE ROLLER 


{Ooraaias henghalensis) 

Roller or Blue Jay {Goracfias henghalensis) is one of the 
birds of the Plains which must have brought itself to the 
notice of all if merely on account of its vivid colouring, which 
has been aptly described as a study in Oxford and Cambridge 
blue Although commonly called a Jay, this bird is more 
nearly allied to the Bee-eaters and Kingfishers, its relationship 
to the latter group being evidenced, as recorded by Gordon 
Dalgliesh, by the fact that it has been seen to plunge into the 
water like a Kingfisher, this most unusual occurrence indicating 
an affinity to the Kingfisher in habits, especially to the White- 
breasted species which is practically an insect-feeder As a matter 
of fact, C henghalensis belongs to the group of Rollers, so 
called because of the extraordinary aerial gymnastics indulged in 
by these birds, as may be seen especially during the early part 
of the hot weather, when courtship takes place 

This species occurs throughout the Plains of India and Ceylon, 
neither ascending the hills nor occurring in areas of desert or thick 
jungle The form found throughout Northern India to Eastern 
Bengal is the Indian Roller {0 henghalensis henghalensis), which 
is replaced in Southern India and Ceylon by the Southern Indian 
Roller (C henghalensis indica) Both races are very alike, the 
Southern one being smaller and the colour of the collar on the 
hmd-neck is deeper and more purple Calcutta seems to be about 
the eastern limit of occurrence of the northern sub-species, which 
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sight, when it flies down, secures its quarry, which is always 
swallowed whole, and returns to its perch Ordinarily it appears 
to be a decidedly sluggish bud, sitting for hours on the same peich, 
occasionally jerking its tail and emitting a sharp harsh “ Tjook 
The extremely inconspicuous appearance of this bird when at lest 
provides concealment at once from enemies and from piey and the 
Eoller seems to be well awaie of this fact, as, if it has no reason 
to suppose itself to have been noticed, it will often permit very 
close approach, remaining quite motionless on its peich To a 
potential enemy, which discovers it at close quarters, the sudden 
eTrhibition of its brilliant colouring must have a startlmg effect. 

At the breeding season, which occurs in Bihar from March to the 
end of June, and as early as January in Ceylon, these buds, however, 
become more active and vociferous, their harsh, staccato gutturals 
being evidently pleasing to the opposite sex It is at this time 
also that they indulge in the weird evolutions which have earned 
these buds the title of Rolleis As both sexes wear the same livery 
it IS difficult to tell which is which, but two buds may often be seen 
sittmg side by side on some exposed perch during the breeding season 
and uttering a sort of chuckling sound One of them, presumably 
the cock bud, then flies off and up into the au to a considerable 
height whence he descends m a regular “ nose-glide ”, displaying 
his vivid colours and uttermg short harsh screams all the while, 
ultimately returning to perch beside his mate 

The nest is placed in a hole m a tree or budding and is generally 
lined with a varying amount of vegetable fibre, grass, a few feathers, 
or some old rags, but the lining is often omitted altogether Bour, 
or sometimes five, glossy-white eggs are laid The young are quite 
naked at first, but, later on, when the feathers have grown, are 
marked with vivid blue like theu parents. Mr. Aitken considered 
the parent buds very wary and the nests difficult to discover, but 
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vision, IS able to harry the crickets throughout the night as they 
forage for food Like Owls also, the Holler throws up the undigested 
portion of his food in the form of pellets 

It is therefore unfortunate that the Holler’s brilliant plumage 
should frequently lead to its being shot by Europeans, especially 
in the neighbourhood of military cantonments, for the sake of its 
wings According to the late i\rr C W Mason, “ being one of our 
common species of birds, and the gaudy colour very striking to 
any one new to the country, numbeis of these birds are shot by 
Europeans in order to send one or two vings home, and they are 
sent home not declared, or falsely declared Erom what I have 
seen, I do not imagine that inoie than one out of six pairs of wings 
ever sees the destination for which they were originally obtamed. 
Some specimens are not good enough, while otheis are put away, 
forgotten, and eventually thrown away It should therefore be 
noted that the Indian Holler is piotected, under the Wild Birds 
and Anmials Protection Act, throughout the ivhole year in Bihar 
and Orissa and in Delhi. In view of its beneficial actn ities to the 
Indian rahjat, it is to be lioped that the numbers of this bud ■will not 
be allowed to diminish thioughout the aiea of its occurrence 

This bird is sacred to Vishnu, who once assumed its form, and 
IS caught to be libeiated at the Hindu Dasahra festival m Western 
India and at the Durga Puja in Bengal. Finn states that “ once 
at least a throne has been gained by the holy fowl no doubt a 
trained specimen alighting on the successful candidate’s head 

Falconers fly the Hed-headed Merlin {Fdlco cliiquem claque) a) 
at this bird Jerdon says “ it is often baulked by the extraordinary 
evolutions of the Roller who noiv darts oft’ obliquely, then tumbles 
down perpendicularly, screaming all the time, and endeavouring 
to gam the shelter of the nearest tiee or grove ”. 
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THE GREEN BEE-EATER 


{Merops onentahs) 

" I 'HE Green Bee-eater is a small slenderiy-built bird, of a 
A bngbt green colour, witb a ratber long curved black beak and 
Avitb tbe two middle tail-featbers projecting like bristles a couple 
of inches beyond tbe other tail-feathers , the eye is bright red, the 
throat green or blue (whereby it is readdy distinguished from the 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater with its chestnut throat), a black band under 
the eye and a black collar above the breast, some black in the tail, 
and the lower surface of the wings bron-sy-red It is easily recog- 
mzable and not likely to be confused with any other bnd found 
commonly in the Flams There are three sub-species. Me) ops 
onentahs orientahs, whose distribution is given as India, Bengal to 
Ceylon ; M. oiientahs h/tmanus, the Burmese Green Bee-eater, 
found m Assam and Burma, and M. onentahs hhidschcus, the 
Sind Green Bee-eater, which ranges from South-East Persia to 
Sind and Baluchistan These sub-species vary in the amount of 
red-gold about the head, this bemg wantmg in the Sind birds and 
more pronounced in the Burmese race. 

Cunmngham, whom we have quoted so often, says of this 
bird : “ Common Bee-eaters are smgularly alluring both in appear- 
ance and m the character of their notes When seen from behmd 
they look brilliantly green with golden gleams about their heads ; 
their wmgs have a ruddy bronze tmt, and there is a beautiful patch 
of blue on the throat a scheme of colour which, along with their 
brilhantly sparkling eyes, cheerful cries, and confiding familiarity, 
is weU adapted to command general admiration ”, 
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inconveniently scarce, and they are once again driven back to 
rmldei and damper places ” But the last sentence of this quotation 
seems to be in dnect contradiction to the first, nor does 
Cunningham’s theory fit the case of many parts of Madras, where 
the rainfall is practically all during the North-East Monsoon, m 
October and November The fact seems to be that this Bee-eater 
prefers a dry, sunny climate, because such conditions are necessary 
for the capture of its prey which consists almost wholly of flying 
insects taken on the wing Thus, it is not found in dense or damp 
forests and m Ceylon it only occurs in the diier parts of the low 
country 

The Green Bee-eater is a sprightly little bird with a loud 
but rather pleasant note It is fond of resting on projecting boughs, 
railmgs, telegraph or other wnes, or in any similar position afioidmg 
a good view, whence a sharp look-out is kept for any insect seen 
moving on the wmg, whereupon the bud projects itself into the 
air With a few quick strokes of the wmgs, then glides onwards with 
Widely-spread wmgs and tail to secure its piey, and then usually 
returns to its perch to devour it The snap of the beak with which 
the prey is caught is often audible from a distance of several yards 
If the prey is small it may be swallowed at once, with a quick 
upward jerk of the beak, but if large or a stinging insect it is generally 
broken up a good deal by striking the lower mandible agamst the 
bird’s perch ; as these birds are usually very tame, it is often 
possible to watch this process at quite close quarters. 

The food is composed exclusively of msects, m the broad sense 
of the word, and the largest proportion of it is composed of flying 
insects taken on the wing Of these, bees and other Hymenoptera 
form the vast majority and this Bee-eater is a very serious pest 
in most localities in the Plams where apiculture is practised. Our 
apicultural experiments at Pusa have been largely brought to 
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of the Punjab but a few individuals remain in most localities, 
even as far south as Madras, and breed there The excavation of 
the gallery for the nest is done, in alternative short spells, by both 
the parent birds, and when the gallery, which is about two mches 
m diameter, has been carried far enough within the bank, its end 
IS widened out into a rounded chamber about twice the diameter 
of the gallery and m this chamber, without any further attempt 
at a nest, the eggs are laid to the number of three to five, usually 
three or four, occasionally more jMr Inglis has taken up to seven 
eggs and has also found a single young bird m a nest The egg 
is a spheiical oval, white and glossy, about 19 mm by 17 mm 
A nest-hole is shown in our Plate, which gives a good idea of this 
bird. 

Blanfoid gives the followmg vernacular names of the Green 
Bee-eater, Patrmga and Ilanial in Hmdi, Bansfati in Bengali, 
Tailingi, Veda Ragliu in Mahiatti, Oliimia -pahsenLi m Telugii, 
Kattalan Kxinm in Tamil, Monagiji in Arrakan, and IInet-])as%n-to 
in Burmese , but, as he remarks, several of these terms aie applied 
indiscriminately to other species of Bee-eaters also 
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THE JAVAN BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER 


{Merops sujperciliosus javamcus) 

M any of the pievious papers have dealt with useful birds 
useful, that is, so far as agriculture is concerned but the 
same adjective cannot be applied to the Javan Blue-tailed Bee- 
eater, as it is on the whole an injurious species by preying on 
beneficial msects 

In appearance and habits it is much bhe its commoner and 
smaller, but equally noxious, relative, the Indian Green Bee-eatei 
{Merops onentaUs mientahs), from which it is distmguishable by 
its larger size and by its chestnut throat (green or bluish-green in 
Me) ops onentahs onentahs) It is shortly desciibed by Dewar 
{Indian Birds, p 161) as general hue green, shot with bronze ; the 
tail is bluish There is a broad, black streak running through the 
eye The chin is dirty cream colour. The throat is chestnut-red 
The eye is bright red ” 

The Javan Blue-tailed Bee-eater occurs commonly throughout 
the Plams of India but is partially migratory, visiting Northern 
India m the summer and Southern India m the wmter In the 
Central Provmces it is stated by Mr D’Abieu to be resident 
throughout the year In Bihar they aie seen from March to October 
and m the Duars have only been noticed during June and July. 
Mr Stuart-Baker only once came across it m North Cachar Usually 
it IS seen m small numbers or smgly m one place but occasionally 
it congiegates m large numbers As a rule it is commonest in 
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being about half a foot in diameter and, wbat is unusual witb Bee- 
eaters, it IS sometimes lined witb grass or feathers Four or five 
and rarely seven glossy, white, almost globular, eggs are laid Our 
Plate shows the entrance of a nest. 

There are five other Bee-eateis found m India and Burma, viz , 
the Blue-cheeked Bee-eater {Me^ops supeicihosus peiS2Ciis), a. lace ot 
the Blue-tailed bird, but has the uppei surface of the tail green 
instead of blue Tbis is a migrant from .Africa and West and 
Central Asia to the North-west of India, breeding there The 
European Bee-eater (Me) ops apiaster), a smaller species with a 
yellow instead of a chestnut throat, is also a migrant from 
Africa, visitmg Kashmir and the Punjab during May and June 
The Chestnut-headed Bee-eater {Mehttopliagu^ erytlirocepliakis 
erytlirocephaUis) has a short tail and is chestnut above , this 
species IS mostly confined to forests and is found in Ceylon, 
Southern India, the lower ranges of the Himalayas, and m 
Burma The Blue-bearded Bee-eater {Alcemeiops athertom) and 
the Eed-bearded Bee-eater {Alcemeiops amicttis) aie stout buds for 
Bee-eaters, and have, as can be seen by the names, blue and red 
plumes down the breast , they are green above , these buds are 
not so graceful m theu movements as the other Bee-eaters 
Blanford says the mdification of the latter bud is unknown but 
since then the eggs have been taken m Perak m February , they 
appear to be smaller than those of the Blue-bearded species 
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THE HOOPOE 


{U'pu'pa epops) 

I ’ XCEPT in Sind, tlie Western Punjab, and in the Duars where 
■ -* it appears to be rare, the Indian Hoopoe ( Upupa epops onentahs) 
IS one of the most farmbar of the birds which live in the Plains of 
India, occurring commonly, and usually abundantly, as a resident in 
all suitable localities throughout India, Burma and Ceylon. It is 
a bird about the size of a Myna, fawn-coloured, the wmgs and tail 
white vvith very broad black bars, the legs short, the bill very long 
and slightly curved, and the back of the head with a conspicuous 
crest, which is normally kept folded so that it looks like a backward 
prolongation of the bill, but which is erected like an expanded fan 
when its owner is excited or disturbed or flies and when it first settles 
after flight Specimens from South India and Ceylon run smaller 
and are much darker than those from Northern India and have 
been separated under the name Upupa epops ceylmensis. Burmese 
specimens run larger in size, and are intermediate in colour, and 
are separated as U epops long%rostns, a name derived from the 
greater length of the bill in Burmese examples Besides the Indian 
species, the European Hoopoe (Z7 epops epops), distinguished by 
the presence of white between the buff ground colour and the 
black tips of the feathers of the crest on the head, is found in the 
Himalayas but not in East Nepal and Sikkim, durmg the summer 
and in the winter visits the northern half of India, extending as far 
south as the Deccan, Chota Nagpur and Bihar. Another race, the 
Tibetan Hoopoe epops saturata), differing in being slightly 

darker and browner and less vinous on the breast, breeds in Tibet 
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either by piobing grassland for cateipillars living at the roots of the 
grasses, or by turning over leaves and rubbish for insects It rarely 
picks them ofi plants or trees and still more raiely catches them on 
the wing, although winged termites are occasionally taken in this 
way The favourite haunts of this bird are avenues, especially if 
grass IS growing m these grasslands and lawns. It prefers slightly 
damp, but not wet, localities to dry ones, as its insect food is then 
more easily procurable It is an interesting sight to see these birds 
regularly quartering a lawn, stopping every now and then to dig and 
probe the soil with their long beaks, the result of investigation 
generally yielding some insect, which is extracted and swallowed 
It, however, the parent bird is collecting material to feed its young, 
it IS often robbed by a King-crow, as we observed in our previous 
article on that bird 

As Mason remaiks, the young birds are fed almost entirely on 
caterpillars (piobably all cutworms), grubs of Melolonthids, and 
crickets, and the amount of food fed during the day to a nest of 
half-grown young is extraordinary Mr Mason watched a nest 
one day from 6 a m. and in the first hour fifty-eight visits were 
made to the nest by the old birds, and during these visits forty- 
five insects were almost certainly cutworms, ten were other 
caterpillars and grubs (some almost certainly Anomila grubs) and 
three were crickets (one of these may have been a large beetle) , 
during the next half-hour twenty-seven caterpillars and grubs 
were brought and fed to the young birds All this food was 
obtained from grass lawns or under Sissu and mango trees Only 
one insect was brought at each visit and all these insects were 
large ones The same nest was watched again by Mr Mason a 
week later, but the buds now seemed more wary and consequently 
but few of the insects fed could be identified but they appeared 
to be the same kinds as observed before On the latter occasion 

286 visits were paid to the nest by the parent buds between 
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grub When the female bird is sitting closely in this way, she 
hisses like a snake if disturbed. They are very loath to leave the 
localities where they breed On one occasion, to inspect a nest, 
the hen bird had to be pulled out of the hole and in doing so some 
of her tail feathers came out, but even this rather severe handling 
did not make her quit the place 

The young nestlmgs, as noted above, are fed by the parents on 
caterpillars and crickets and, as soon as they are able to leave the 
nest, they may be seen trotting after their anxious parents, making 
inefficient attempts at digging on their own account, but always 
ready to run up and have supplies thrust far down their throats by 
the long, curved beaks of their guardians. 

It will readily be understood that a bird which feeds on insects, 
as does the Hoopoe, is a very useful one to the farmer. From 
actual examination of the stomach contents of twenty-four birds at 
Pusa, the late Mr C W Mason found that these had swallowed 278 
insects of which the majority belonged to injurious species. A large 
proportion of its food also consists of cutworms and other insects 
living below the actual surface of the ground, so that they are fairly 
immune to most other enemies, and from this point of view, as a 
destroyer of cutworms and cockchafer grubs, the Hoopoe is most 
decidedly amongst the farmer’s best friends and deserves every 
encouragement and protection. It is protected throughout the 
whole year, under the Wild Birds Protection Act, m Bombay, Delhi, 
the United Provinces, Bihar, Bengal, Assam and Burma, but in 
Madras in the Shevaroy Hills only In Mysore it is not specifically 
protected but is presumably included in the schedule which includes 
all birds of bright plumage. 

Both the Indian and European Hoopoes are known m 
Hindustam as Hud-hud and in Mahratti as Sutav The name 
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was on a journey, in the air, earned upon his throne of ivory over 
the various nations ol the earth. The rays of the sun poured down 
upon his head, and he had nothing to protect him from its heat. 
The fiery beams were beginning to scorch his neck and shoulders, 
when he saw a flock of vultures flying past “ 0 vultures ! cried 
King Solomon, '' come and fly between me and the sun, and make a 
shadow with your wmgs to protect me, for its rays are scorchmg my 
neck and face ” But the vultures answered, and said, “We are 
flying to the north, and your face is turned towards the south We 
desire to continue on our way , and be it known unto thee, 0 king > 
that we will not turn back in our flight, neither will we fly above 
your throne to protect you from the sun, although its rays may be 
scorchmg your neck and face ” Then Kmg Solomon lifted up his 
voice, and said, “ Cursed be ye, 0 vultures i and because you will 
not obey the commands of your lord, who rules over the whole 
world, the feathers of your neck shall fall ofl , and the heat of the 
sun, and the cold of the wmter, and the keenness of the wind, and 
the beating of the lain, shall fall upon your rebellious necks, which 
shall not be protected \vith featheis, like the neck of other bnds 
And whereas you have hitherto fared delicately, henceforward ye 
shall eat carrion and feed upon ofl'al , and your race shall be impure 
till the end of the world ” And it was done unto the vultures as 
King Solomon had said 

Now it fell out that there was a flock of hoopoes flying past , 
and the king cried out to them, and said, “ 0 hoopoes > come and 
fly between me and the sun, that I may be protected from its rays 
by the shadow of your wings Whereupon the king of the hoopoes 
answered, and said, “ 0 king i we are but little fowls, and we aie 
not able to afford much shade , but we will gather our nation 
together, and by our numbers we will make hp foi oui small size ^ 
So the hoopoes gathered together, and, flying in a cloud over the 
throne of the king, they sheltered him from the rays of the sun. 
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Solomon, let us ask for crowns of gold on our heads, that we may be 
superior to all other birds”. 

i\ud the words of the queen and the prmcesses, her daughters, 
prevailed , and the king of the hoopoes presented himself before 
the throne of Solomon, and desired of him that all hoopoes should 
wear golden crowns upon their heads Then Solomon said, “ Hast 
thou considered well what it is that thou desirest ? ” And the 
hoopoe said, “ I have considered well, and we desire to have golden 
crowns upon our heads So Solomon replied, “ Crowns of gold 
shall ye have but, behold, thou art a foobsh bird , and when the 
evil days shall come upon thee, and thou seest the foUy of thy heart, 
return here to me, and I will give thee help ” So the king of the 
hoopoes left the presence of King Solomon with a golden crown 
upon his head, and all the hoopoes had golden crowns , and they 
were exceedingly proud and haughty Moreover, they went down 
by the lakes and the pools, and walked by the margm of the water 
that they might admire themselves, as it were in a glass And the 
queen of the hoopoes gave herself airs, and sat upon a twig , and she 
refused to speak to the merops, her cousins, and the other birds 
who had been her friends, because they were but vulgar birds, and 
she wore a crown of gold upon her head. 

Now there was a certain fowler who set traps for birds ; and 
he put a piece of a broken mirror mto his trap, and a hoopoe that 
went m to admire itself was caught. And the fowler looked at it, 
and saw the shming crown upon its head , so he winng off its head, 
and took the crown to Issachar, the son of Jacob, the worker in 
metal, and he asked him what it was. So Issachar, the son of 
Jacob, said, “ It is a crown of brass ”, and he gave the fowler a quarter 
of a shekel for it, and desired him, if he found any more, to bring 
them to him, and to tell no man thereof So the fowler caught some 
more hoopoes, and sold their crowns to Issachar, the son of Jacob j 
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THE LONG-TAILED NIGHTJAR 

{Capnmulgus macrou) us) 

' I ’HE Nightjars form a small family of birds of which eleven 
^ species, representmg sixteen named forms contained in two 
genera, occur within Indian limits Two of these, the Burmese 
Great Eared Nightjar {Lyncornis ceivinicejps ceivimcegs), which 
occurs in Burma, Assam, Mampur, Chittagong and Tippera and 
Bourdillon’s Great Eared Nightj’ar {Lyncornis cervimcc'ps hourdil- 
lom) only in Travancore, are readily distmguishable by the 
presence of tufts of feathers just above and behind the ear-coverts, 
but all our other Indian Nightjars belong to the typical genus 
Caprimulgus, without ear-tufts, and are very much alike, all being 
brownish or yellowish-grey mottled with darker and bghter spots 
In habits, as in general appearance, they are all very similar, 
resting during the day-time on the ground amongst vegetation or 
stones or clods of earth, and appearing on the wing only at 
dusk, when they hawk about for insects which they catch either on 
the mng by means of their laige mouth, which can be opened very 
widely, or on the ground They are rarely seen in the day-time, 
when they keep quite motionless, squatted on the ground, and are 
readily passed over as a clod of earth, but are commonly seen 
on the wing in the evemng or may be found on roads catching 
dung-beetles attracted to cattle droppings 

As in some other groups of buds, the typical Nightjars have a 
comb-like formation on the inner side of the long middle toe, but 
the use of this structure appears to be unknown although it is 
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cry, winch is constantly heard at night, is like the sound made 
by a stone skimrmng over the frozen surface of a pond, the note 
being repeated slowly at first and then more quickly 

The species to which the bird represented in our Plate belongs 
is one of the larger Nightjars, there being five races, all very much 
alike, they come into two groups, two races having the wing 
under 200 mm , one with the wing sometimes more than that and 
two with the wing always more than 200 mm In the first group 
are Jerdon’s Long-tailed Nightjar (Capnmulgus tmcrourus atn- 
penms) from Ceylon and South India, north to Godavari and 



Common Indian Nightjar (Caprtmulgus astaitcus) , left foot and head 
(After Blanford, F I Birds, Vol III, figs 53 and 54 ) 


Belgaum , it has black marks on the centre of the crown 
and dark plumage above , the Andaman race {Capnmulgus 
macrourus andamanicus) confined to the Andamans , in it the black 
markings on the head are not confined to the centre , the 
Burmese race {Capnmulgus macrourus himaculatus) has the black 
marks on the crown confined to the centre but is paler than 
atripenms and the wing is sometimes more than 200 mm In the 
group with the larger wings are the Indian Long-tailed Nightjar 
{Capnmulgus macrourus albononotus) which is the form found 
in North Bihar and represented on our Plate, it is found from 
North-West India to South Assam (those from North Assam belong 
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The actions of the young are very peculiar , tiny nutes, 
still blind their eyes do not seem to open till the seventh 
day will when first discovered or when they hear a heavy 
tread near them, lie flat on the ground, their colour closely 
assimilating with the dead bamboo leaves or other mateiial on 
which they lie , should, however, the danger of discovery become 
very imminent, they will crawl under the leaves and hide fiom 
sight altogether ” 


Like other Nightjars, the Indian Long-tailed Nightjar makes 
no nest, laying its eggs on the bare ground, usually in some shelteied 
situation Pairing begins in March and eggs are usually laid by the 
end of this month or early in April in the Plains, oi a little later 
in the Hills The number of eggs laid seems to be always two The 
eggs vary somewhat in colour, from creamy-white to salmon or 
fleshy clay colour, blotched and speckled with reddish-brown, and 
measure about 30 mm by 22 mm The egg is shown in figure 20 of 
Plate II at the end of this book. The hen bird sits very closely 
on her eggs, so that she may almost be trodden upon before 
flying off Speaking of Nightjars in general, Newton remarks 
“ So light IS it that the act of brooding, even where there is 
some vegetable growth, produces no visible depression of the 
grass, moss, or lichens on which the eggs rest, and the finest 
sand almost equally fails to exhibit a trace of the parental 
act Yet scarcely any bird shows greater local attachment and 
the precise site chosen one year is almost certain to be occupied 
the next 

The call of this species is quite different from that of the 
Ice-bird ”, consisting of the sounds cliouiil. cliounl. ” repeated at 
intervals, and may be compared to the sound made by striking a 
plank with a hammer When on the wmg it also utters a low 
chirping cry 
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{Athene hrama) 

the sixty-two owls which are found within Indian limits, the 
^ ^ Indian Spotted Owlet {Athene hrama indica) and the Southern 
race are probably at once the commonest and most familiar The 
Northern race occurs abundantly throughout the Plains of India, 
north of 14° and east to Assam and west to Sind This little 
Owlet is in evidence during the early evening often before sunset 
and long before dusk, when most other owls have not yet ventured 
out It is, moreover, quite a domestic owl, keeping especially to 
trees in cultivated tracts such as gardens around houses, and it is 
commonly found roosting and breeding in the roofs of houses where 
these afford the necessary shelter It is fond of perching on the 
branch of a tree or on a pole or fence or telegraph-wire ; indeed, as 
Hume remarks, it is one of the birds that seem to think that 
telegraph-wires were erected for their sole and especial benefit 
It IS a decidedly noisy bird, making itself most evident to the ear m 
the evening or early morning, but frequently heard at intervals 
during the night, when a regular volley of chuckles and squeaks is 
poured forth by one or more of these little owlets , but the noise is 
not sustained for any length of time. 

In the day-time, like other owls, the Spotted Owlet hides 
away in some dark corner, such as a hole in a tree or wall or in a 
house-roof or even in a bungalow verandah if no better situation 
offers, emerging towards sunset to hunt for prey As Cunningham 
remarks, it is most diverting to watch them emerging , one after 
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reported by Colonel Butler, in wbicli a pair of Spotted Owlets bad 
apparently attacked a nesting Paroquet (P hramen), killed it 
on tbe nest and taken possession of tbis for themselves. As the 
Paroquet is a perfect pest to the agriculturist, we can only wish 
that the Spotted Owlet would act regularly in this way At Pusa 
this little Owl seems to live largely on large crickets {Bmchytrwpes 
and Gryllotal^a) and on dung-beetles There is no doubt that it 
IS a most useful bird in all districts where large crickets occur so 
comnionly as to do damage. As these crickets are nocturnal, 
retreating into their subterranean burrows during the day-time 
and only emerging to feed under cover of mght, their most effective 
natural enemies are those, such as the Spotted Owlet, which are 
also nocturnal and which can swoop down and destroy them whilst 
they are feeding above ground. One commonly sees this little 
Owl swoop down from its perch and catch some prey on the ground, 
returning to its perch to devour it, usually to the accompamment 
of a burst of chattering which is presumably its form of thank- 
offering for a good supper 

Our Plate gives a good idea of this little Owl and the left-hand 
figure shows the terrifying attitude, assumed, after first sitting 
up very erect, by suddenly crouchmg down and frowning and 
glaring in a terrible way, to frighten any observer or intruder 

The Spotted Owlet breeds from February to April, the period 
being slightly earlier in the south and later in Northern India, but 
the great majority of birds lay in March, laying usually three, four 
or five white (pink when fresh) eggs in a hole, in a tree oi building, 
the nest being scantily lined with a few dry leaves, grass, decayed 
wood, or feathers. We have taken three clutches of three eggs 
each from one nest but even then the birds would not desert their 
nesting site Incubation evidently starts as soon as the bird lays 
as we have taken at the same time from one nest one young, two. 
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areas in Sambalpur, Kanal and Khandesli, Athene noctua, witk 
a longitudinally streaked abdomen thus differmg from those above 
mentioned which have it transversely barred, has two races; 
Hutton’s Owlet {Athene noctua hacinana), a straggler into North- 
West India along the Afghan fiontier and Baluchistan ; and the 
Tibet Owlet {Athene noctua ludlowi), found in Tibet. A specimen 
from the SHshmi Fills may be this race 
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THE CATTLE EGRET 

{Buhulcus ibis coiomandus) 


M ost of the birds dealt with in these articles are of general 
occurrence and as likely to be found in Calcutta, or any other 
large town, as in the surrounding country-side, but the subject of 
our present paper seems to have Tittle use for a town life, although 
it IS one of the “ common objects of the country ” in most parts 
of the mofussil According to Mr. Stuart-Baker, in North Cachar it 
ascends the hills to 2,200 feet The Cattle Egret {Buhulcus ibis 
coromandus), as its popular name implies, is an Egret which is 
especially attached to cattle frequently accompanying these 
animals and feeding on the grasshoppers and other insects disturbed 
as the cattle move about and also picking off insects, ticks and leeches 
which are attracted to the cattle. It is a very tame bu’d, even 
coming mto compounds where any cattle are grazing It is a social 
bud, generally occurring in parties, accompanying the cattle in the 
fields and frequently perching on their backs Sometimes it attends 
pigs also and relieves them of lice. Occasionally it accompanies 
crocoffiles and apparently picks leeches or other parasites off them, 
and sometimes it varies its diet with small fish, tadpoles and aquatic 
insects The late Mr C W Mason investigated the stomach con- 
tents of three buds at Pusa in December 1909 and found that they 
contained 166 insects, of which three were Carabid beetles which 
were classed as beneficial, three as neutral, and 160 as injurious, 
the majority of this last category comprising grasshoppers and 
flies There is no doubt but that this bird is decidedly beneficial 
to the agriculturist in India, not only helping to keep down grass- 
hoppers and other crop-pests, but reducing the numbers of blood- 
sucking pests which prey upon cattle 

The Cattle Egret is easily recogmzable, being a pure white 
bird with a yellow bill and black legs durmg most of the year. In 
the breeding season, which is at the beginning of the rains, some 
hair-Iike yellowish plumes grow from the head, neck and back 
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of its attendance upon cattle At the breeding season, ho\\e\er 
which IS from July to August in regions wateied by the South- 
West Monsoon, December to March in Southern India and from 
January to May in Ceylon, this sociability is gieatly accentuated 
and the Cattle Egret at this time breeds together m vast numbers 
often in company with other Egrets, Pond Herons and similar 



Cattle Egret (m aummer plnnKigo) 


marsh-loving birds, makmg a large untidy nest of sticks, built m a 
tree, often in tamarmd trees around village ponds, and laying three 
to live very pale greenish or bluish eggs, almost white, which \ ary 
much in size and shape but are typically lather broad ovals, some- 
what pointed towards one end, and measuring on the a\erago 
44 1 mm long by 33 6 mm broad 

Ea quisB 8C1II1U3 sunt pars minima eorum qi230 ignoramus 

7 inn'nu3, SjsUma ya^urac (ed- X), p bJJ 
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Fig 

19 

Golden- BACKED Woodpecker 

White, smooth, slightly glossy 


20 

Green Barbet 

Dull white, smooth, not glossy 

>> 

21 

Coppersmith 

Pure white, smooth 

>> 

22 

Indian Eoller 

Pure white, glossy 

3 > 

23 

Indian Green Bee-eater 

Pure white, glossy 

y > 

2<t 

Blue-tatted Beeea-ter 

Pure white, glossy 

yy 

26 

Indian Hoopoe 

Dull dirty white, no gloss 

yy 

26 

Indian Long-tailed Nightjar 

Glossy, whitish, slightly tinged with 
yellow, with pale blotches of brown 
and purple 

>> 

27 

Hawk Cuckoo 

Smooth, dull blue 

yy 

28 

Rose-ringed Paroquet 

Dull white, smooth, without pitting 

yy 

29 

Indian Spotted Owlet 

Dead white, smooth, hardly glossy 

yy 

30 

Cattle Egret 

Dull white, smooth, not glossy 


NoU — The short descriptions of Eggs, given above, are taken from the actual (blown) 
specimens from which the draivings were made 
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